7,332 03 


fee of the 


sed fora 
Ssed, and 


ition bill, 
tung Up- 


djonrned 
of North 
Urpose of 
ppropria. 
pedition, 
Mr. Wise 
linents as 
@ Squad. 


ertiser of 
evening 
nt proper 
nd pistals 
e Canada 
Governor 
sucht the 
Was done 
the balls 
troit side, 
1. 
0,000,000 
agreed to 
year. A 
cluded. 


the levis. 
ire of the 


ted Win. 
) place of 


ted Stales 
schooner 
the Medi- 
lay morh- 


Yecember, 
ary, Ten- 
March. 

on, com- 
he Shark 
yilkinson, 


ination of 
lead, has 
Mediter- 
Constitu- 
he Unit d 


LV, says: 
ore steps 
ropriating 
‘om Fred: 
essential 
» Georgia 
or estab- 
to be en- 


se of the 
ading, bY 
nment for 


stature of 
sed a sim- 


Viscasset, 
publicans 
ney occa: 


qd as the 
y for the 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 








pirTH SERIES. No. 6.—Vot. IV.] 


WASHINGTON CITY, APRIL 7, 1838. 


[ Vor. LIV.—Wuo te No. 1,384, 








————————————— 
—_ 


THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 





_—_———— 
INTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY WILLIAM OGDEN NILES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 
PR “ 











eee 
we The present sheet contains the largest portion 
of Mr. Webster’s second speech on the sub-treasury 


pill. It will be concluded in our next. 








ag The hon. Isaac McKim, a member of the house 
of representatives from the state of Maryland, died 
at his lodgings, in this city, on Sunday morning last. 
Mr. McKim was a native and resident of the city of 
Baltimore, and one of her most worthy, active and 
enterprising merchants. His commercial enterprises 
were eminently successful, and he dispensed ; his 

reat wealth with the most enlightened liberality : 
and especially in the erection and endowment of one 
of the most beautiful and permanent free schools in 
this or any other country. 

His remains were interred in Baltimore on Tues- 
day last, to which city they were accompanied by 
the committee of the house appointed for that pur- 
pose, and a large number of representatives and sen- 
ators. ‘The public authorities of Baltimore and the 
citizens generally, paid every respect to his memory, 
and all seemed impressed with the great loss that 
community has sustained by his death. 

Mr. VEAZEY, governor of Maryland, was in Balti- 
more on Thursday last, on his way to his residence 
in Cecil county. Whilst in Baltimore he received 
official information from the speaker of the house of 
representatives of the death of Mr. McKim; and, as 
we learn from the Patriot, he has decided to issue his 
proclamation for a new election at the earliest prac- 
ticable period—probably, as early as the 25th inst. 





{#Mr. PotnseTT, secretary of war, has been 
extremely ill for several days past; but it gives us 
great pleasure to state that he is now better and that 
hopes are entertained of his recovery. 





$General Scott is still in this city, General Gaines 
arrived at New Orleans on the 13th ult. in the steam 
boat Alton from St. Louis. 





(¢The late Edward D. Bangs, who for many 
years has filled the office of secretary of state in 


Massachusetts, died recently at his residence in 
Worcester. 





&% The general appropriation bill was finally 
passed on Thursday last, and, having been signed by 
' 
the president, has become a law. 





_, LREAsurY DepartMENT, April 2d, 1838. 
The treasury notes issued up to the Ist instant, 
under the provisions of the act of congress of the 
12th of October, 1837, amount to $7,467,349 72. 
_Itappears by the returns, made up to the same pe- 
riod, that there had been received for duties and 
lauds, and in payment of debts, about $3,500,000. 
Levi Woopsury, Sec’y. of lhe Treusury. 





_ Connecticut. The annual election took place 
In this state on Monday last. The New Haven 
ferald contains returns from all the counties in the 
state, which show the following results. 
(Whig.) (V. B.) Whig 
Elisworth. Beers. Majorities. 


Hartford county, 4486 2870 1616 
New Loudon co, 3068 2091 977 
Windham county, 2409 1755 654 
olland county, 1376 1214 163 
me Haven county, 3399 2624 775 
yattield county, 2604 1608 896 
Middlesex county, 1000 1009 9 


Litchfield county, 3271 2775 496 





' Whig majority, 5585 
, yy the aggregate vote for governor was 
the one the Van Buren candidate, and 21,508 for 
Pes. candidate. ] 
even etn year the senate was composed of 
“ven Whigs and fourteen Van Buren senators. The 


Senate of 1338 will : 
" consist of twenty whig senators 
and one Van Buren senator. ' 


House of Representatives.—Last year the house 


COnsis : 
“hSisled of 72 whigs, 140 Van Burenites—2 vacan- 


Cle ame § . r . ne 
twodhing in all. This year, it is stated, more than 
rds of the house will be whigs. 





Ge r 
~<l. Wm. H. Ashley, one of the most distinguished 


Citizens : er 
Of Missouri, died at his residence on the 


Dine, eight miles f.om ean: 
> t ons ll . 
Vor. LIV—Sic. 6. ville, on the 26th ult 





Ex-sheriff Parkins, who entered upon his seventy- 
first year a few days since, has been unconditionally 
discharged {from prison. Five long years he has 
spent in Bridewell, in the debtors’ ward, for reasons 
which will soon appear from his published statement. 
The publication will be looked for with much inter- 
est, which we shall not forestall or anticipate, as it 
is already in press. One thing is certain—he will 
now make his version of the story heard. [N Y. Sun. 





Anton BotLeRMANN has been appointed consul 
of the grand duke of Hesse, for the port of New 
York, and has been recognized as such by the presi- 
dent of the United States. 





The Army and Navy Chronicle states, that the re- 
port that the destination of the frigate Columbia, from 
the East Indies to the Mediterranean, is unfounded, 
and that she will shortly sail, in company with the 
John Adams, for her original destination. 





PHILADELPHIA Banks. The Philadelphia U. 8. 
Gazette of Thursday says:—‘ We understand that 
the banks in the city of Philadelphia and districts 
have unanimously decided that it 1s inexpedient to 
send delegates to the adjourned meeting at New York 
of the bank convention, on the 11th of this month.” 

The Suffolk bank of Boston has issued the follow- 
ing circular: 

At a meeting of the directors of the Suffolk bank, 
held at 1 o’clock, P. M. on Saturday, 31st March, 
1838, it was 

Voted, That it is the unanimous opinion of the 
board that it is inexpedieut for the banks in Boston 
to resume specie payments, unless the banks in New 
York and Philadelphia will resume at the same time. 

Voted, That the cashier be requested to furnish 
the delegates appointed to attend the convention, to 
be held at New York on the 11th proximo, witha 
copy of the foregoing vote, and to send a copy of the 
saine to each of the banks in this city. 

(Signed) J. C. Brewer, cashier. 

The Richmond Enquirer states that the presidents 
of the Richmond banks will attend the bank con- 
vention to be held in New York on the 11th instant. 
The same paper adds that “ there is every reason to 
believe the convention will fix upon some certain 
day for resumption. Perhaps it will not be as early 
as the banks of New York have specified—possibly, 
it may be some months later, &c.” 





Tue Manpamvus. In conformity with the deci- 
sion of the supreme court of the United States in the 
case of Stockton & Stokes relators, against the post- 
master general, a writ of mandamus was on Friday 
last, issued by the circuit court for the District of Co- 
lumbia, returnable on Tuesday the 3d inst. To that 
writ, return was made to the court on Tuesday, by 
the following endorsement upon the copy of the writ 
served upon the postmaster general : 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, .4pril 3, 1838. 

Having communicated the awards of the solicitor 
of the treasury, referred to in the within writ, to the 
auditor of the treasury, for the post office department, 
who has the legal eustody of the books in which the 
accounts of this department are kept, I have received 
from him official information that the balance of said 
awards, viz. thirty-nine thousand four hundred and 
seventy-two dollars and forty-seven cents, (39,472 
47,) has been entered to the credit of the claimants 
on said books. 

Amos KENDALL, postmaster general. 

This being read in court— 

Mr. R. 8. Coxe, for the plaintiffs, gave notice that 
he should on the following day move to quash the 
return as unsatisfactory and insufficient. 

(In the course of the day the plaintiffs received at 
the treasury the principal amount of the award made 
under the act of congress, by the solicitor of the trea- 
sury. So, to this extent, the act of congress, and the 
decree of the circuit court, affirmed by the supreme 
court, have at length been carried into effect, though 
not respected, as it was the duty of the postmaster 
general, in common with all other good and orderly 
citizens of the United States, to have respected, first 
the act of congress; secondly, the mandamus of the 
circuit court; and, thirdly, the decision of the high- 
a! poe ere tribunal. ]} 

esterday, in accordance with the notice given, 
Mr. Coxe made a motion to quash the return upon 
the writ of mandamus against the postmaster general. 








The manner of the return, Mr. C. argued (in sup- 
porting this motion) was a gross contempt of court; 
for the postmaster general puts himself, in his reply 
to the writ, on the very ground over-ruled by this 
court, and abandoned by his own counsel before the 
supreme court. The court, he said, could hardly 
consider the return sufficient, without admitting that 
the postmaster general was right in his original 
ground, and that the court was wrong in deciding 
against it. That the tenor of this reply on the part of 
the postmaster general was entirely inconsistent with 
his own previous action; for that when the award of 
the solicitor of the treasury, under the act of congress, 
first came into his hands, he undertook to give in- 
structions how, and to what extent, the award should 
be executed by the auditor, and it was not untila 
fortnight after the decision of the supreme court in 
the case, that he found out he had nothing to do with 
it, and that the auditor had exclusive control over it. 
Mr. C., further suggested that, with regard to this 
matter, the postmaster general had not certified any 
one thing which the writ of mandamus required him 
to certify. ‘This, however, he said, was a matter for 
the court itself to decide upon, in which the relators 
had no interest, further than to see the dignity of the 
court sustained. 

On the part of the relators, he maintained that in 

oint of substance the return was wholly insufficient 

Sodpaie, it had been now only certified that a bal- 
ance was due which had been reported to be due 
sixteen or seventeen months ago, say in November, 
1836. The award made by the solicitor comprehen- 
ded the interest due on the balance up to the date of 
the award. The postmaster general objected to the 
award of the solicitor, that he had transcended the 
authority of the act of congress, and one of the spe- 
cific objections was the allowing of interest on these 
claims. This court, by deciding that the solicitor 
had not transcended his jurisdiction, and the supreme 
court by the unanimous adoption of the same doc- 
trine, had decided that the plaintiffs were entitled to 
interest, and, consequently, the payments that have 
been made, including interest only to November, 
1836, are payments on account, and not in full com- 
pliance with the writ of mandamus. 

For these and other reasons, Mr. Coxe moved to 
quash the return as insufficient. 

The court took time to consider the motion. 


[ Nat. Intel. of Thursday. 





Gen. Scott. The Toronto Patriot contains a 
copy of a despatch from sir Francis B. Head, written 
previous to his departure from Upper Canada, to the 
British minister at Washington. The intemperate 
spirit it displays will, we are convinced, be properly 
rebuked by his government, the prime minister, lord 
Melbourne, having already found it necessary, in the 
house of lords, to plead in extenuation of the lan- 

uage of a former communication of sir Francis 
Head, his fondness for an epigrammatic style of wri- 
ting. Itis not required of us to defend the conduct 
of gen. Scott against the censures of a foreigner. 
The approval of his country, which it has and ever 
had, will be all-sufficient for him; we therefore con- 
fine ourselves, in this respect, to the publication of 
the following from re of the gallant col. Worth 

[N. ¥. Courier and Enquirer. 

“The Toronto Patriot, of the 23d instant, publish- 
es a letter from his excellency the late lieutenant go- 
vernor of Upper Canada, to the minister of the Bri. 
lish government, at Washington, in which the actions 
of major general Scott, during his personal superin- 
tendence of the military operations on the frontier, 
recently made in aid of the civil authorities, and in 
support of the laws, are severely criticised, and the 
motives of that distinguished officer called in ques- 
tion. 

‘In the same remarkable paper, his excellency is 
pleased to contrast and commend the acts of another 
officer, in connexion with the same service, who, of 
all men in this country, must derive the most pain 
from so unjust and unnatural a position. 

*“* Having this moment, and for the first time, seen 
the letter of his excellency, that officer, while he 
volunteers no defence of conduct, on the part of his 
distinguished commander, which is so far from need- 
ing one, deems it due to truth, to justice, and to his 
‘Salen honor, to say, that what his excellency has 

een pleased to visit with his commendation, was the 
mere and literal pecemenncts by asubaltern, of the 
precise orders of his chief, major general Scott.” 

‘* Astor House, N. Y., 29th March, 1888.” 
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From the Globe of Monday night, the 26th ult. 
THE BILL FOR AR an DNS TREA- 


The important bill to render the treasury inde- 
pendent of banks passed to-day by a majority of 
two votes. ote 

We regret to see that it lost some of its warmest 
supporters, in consequence of one or two amend- 
me which were introduced before the vote was 
taken. 

In order that the community may understand 
the effect of those amendments, and the provisions 
of the bill as it now stands, a few explanatory re- 
marks may be useful. 

When most of the banks in the country, last 
spring suspended specie payments, and thus with- 
held the public money, a separation of the keeping 
of that money in future from the use and discounts 
of the banks appeared to have become indispen- 
sable, not only for its safety, but for the prompt, 
at and faithful payment of the public credi- 

rs. 

This was the leading object to be attained. The 
bill reported last September, at the special session, 
applied to this purpose alone. It provided for a 
total divorce between the treasury and the banks, 
so far as regarded the use of the public money, and 
there stopped. 

Another desirable object to be attained was an 
improvement in the currency, as well as in the 
mode of keeping the‘public money. 

Many were anxious to increase still more the 
specie portion of it, and in order to effect that 
gradually and extensively, to introduce legal pro- 
visions, rendering it imperative, in time, to receive 
a specie in payment of all public dues. 

his would leave the states and individuals to 
continue to receive what they deemed proper, but 
would take away the discretion before exercised 
by the public officers of the general government, 
under the acts of congress of 1789 and 1820, as well 
as the joint resolution of 1816, to receive bank 
paper when deemed safe. 

Accordingly, Mr. Calhoun, instead of offering a 
separate bill for that object, moved an amendment 
to the bill for keeping the public money, which 
directed that the kind of money received should, 
in time, be specie alone. 

This amendment then prevailed in the senate; 
but the bill, so amended, was laid on the table, and 
not acted on finally in the house of representatives. 

At this session the committee reported the bill, 
incorporating into it a clause similar to that amend- 
ment, instead of leaving it to be offered as an 
amendment, or leaving the kind of money to be 
legislated on in a separate bill. The senate have 
now stricken that provision out. 

This leaves the bill, on principle, as it originally 
stood in September, when first reported by the com- 
mittee, It is confined entirely to the safe-keeping 
of the public money, or to the divorce between the 
treasury and banks. 

The only exception to this remark is a new 
amendment offered by Mr. Webster, requiring that 
the same kind of money shall be received for all 
public dues, but not prescribing what that kind of 
money shall be. That is left to the former laws 
and resolutions of congress—construed, as they 
always have been, by the executive, the treasury, 
the United States Bank, and the attorney general, 
that it must be specie; except where congress has 
otherwise directed as to treasury notes, or United 
States bank notes, and where, in the opinion of the 
executive or the treasury departmetit, some other 
medium was safe, and equivalent to specie. 

We are free to say, that, in regard to this last 
topic, our own views are, that too much discretion 
is now confided to the executive, and that congress 
would act wisely to further limit and regulate that 
discretion. 

We think there was much soundness in general 
Jackson’s objections to Mr. Rives’s bill on this 
point in 1837; that it did not{explicitly state whether 


to others who disagree, and ask only a like courtesy | 
in return. 

As specie was not, by Mr. Calhoun’s amend- 
ment, required ahsalaiels to be taken at all till 
1838, and then only in gradual proportions for five 
or six years, there is still ample time to legislate 
in favor of this or some similar measure at the pre- 
sent or the next session. 

The mode of effecting the object is of little con- 
sequence, compared with the importance of the 
object itself. 

But we sincerely hope that it will in due season 
be effected. We trust that a larger portion of spe- 
cie will gradually and inflexibly be required in 
public payments. We have no doubtit would ope- 
rate in a salutary manner on the whole currency 
of the country, and essentially tend to prevent over- 
issues and explosions. 

The bill, as it now stands, reaches and cures one 
evil—the unnatural and injurious connection be- 
tween the money in the treasury and the private 
loans of the banks. It is very perfect in that re- 
spect, and allows no special deposites to be made, 
except in specie or treasury notes. Frequent set- 
tlements with the banks of any of their notes taken, 
and not soon paid out, would tend to check ex- 
cesses, and will doubtless be the practice. 

But, with all due respect to the views of others 
from whom we have the misfortune to differ, we 
should be happy to see more specie in use, impera- 
tively required by express law. We like the hon- 
est face of an eagle or half-eagle, and even of old 
Mr. Nathaniel Macon’s favorite silver dollar. 

We trust more will be done on this point, either 
in a separate bill, or by an amendmeut to some 
other bill, before congress adjourns. 

Much will be gained by accomplishing one great 
object—the independent keeping of the public 
money. We feel gratified at the prospect of suc- 
cess in that, and are not inclined to under-estimate 
or reject one blessing, as to an independent trea- 
sury, because we are unable to obtain another, at 
the same moment, in respect to the currency. 

But this other we have no doubt will be obtained 
soon, if not at this session. Public sentiment is 
aroused, and is, we believe, sound on that, as well 
as on the independent treasury. Whatever obstacles 
may be interposed by the managementof interested 
politicians out of doors, or whatever honest doubts 
may be entertained as to the people’s views by any 
of their representatives in either house, we can see 
a tide swelling over the whole country, and gradu- 
ally reaching every hill and valley, in favor of a 
sound and constitutional currency. The public are 
sick to the heart of paper—paper—mere paper. 
They abhor depreciations and the whole race of 
shin-plasters, and want something solid, valuable 
and safe. 


SUPPOSED SUB-TREASURY VOTE IN 1835. 
Correction of error in the Globe of March 22, 1838. 


In the house of representatives, March 23. Mr. 
Hall, of Vermont, having obtained leave of the 
house, sent to the chair the Globe of last evening 
(March 22) from which the clerk read as follows: 

“On the 11th February, 1835, when the bill re- 
ported by the committee of ways and means for 
regulating the deposite of the money of the United 
States in certain local banks was before the house 
of representattves, Mr. Robertson moved that the 
bill be recommitted, with instructions to the com- 
mittee of ways and means so to amend the same as 





banks in the fiscal operations of the government. 

‘In favor of this motion the votes of the follow- 
ing gentlemen are recorded on the journal (page 
359) in the affirmative: 

‘Messrs. John Q. Adams, Heman Allen, John J. 
Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, Banks, Bar- 
ber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beale, 
Beatty, Beli, Binney, Briggs, Burges, Campbell, 
Chambers, Chilton, Claiborne, Clarke, Clayton, 
Corwin, Crane, Crocket, Darlington, Davis, Daven- 
port, Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Evans, Everett, 





the choice as to the payment of bank notes or spe- 
cie was to be given to the debtor, and thus the 


treasury be obliged to take, in Missouri, the bank | 


notes of Delaware, though at such a distance, and 
much under par; or to be given to the public offi- 
cer, and he be required to take bank notes only 
when at par where offered, and when convertible 
into specie without discount or delay. 

Such, only, in our humble opinion, should have 
been any new regulation, as to bank notes. Such, 
and going further in future, and in gradual! propor- 
tions, until the public dues are all conducted in a 
constitutional currency, we hope willbe some new 
legislation at the present session, in a separate bill, 
or in connection with some other appropriate act. | 
We know that inherent difficulties and differences 
of opinion exist on this point. We are charitable 





Ewing, Filmore, Foster, Gamble, Garland, Ghol- 
son, Gordon, Gorham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, 
Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, Harper, Hazeltine, 
Heath, Hiester, William Jackson, Ebenezer Jack- 
son, Janes, Henry Johnson, Seaborn Jones,Letcher, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, Marshal, Mc- 
Comas, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Miner, 
Moore, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Robertson, 
William B. Shepard, Slade, Spangler, Steele, Wil- 
liam P. Taylor, Tompkins, Trumbull, Tweedy, 
Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Wilde, Williams, Wil- 
son, Wise, and Young.” 

Mr. Hall said he would not ask for the further 
reading of the paragraph. The article proceeded 


Mo state that the gentlemen whose names had just 


been read, himself among the number, having thus, 
in 1835, voted in favor of dispensing with the 


to dispense with the agency or instrumentality of 








—_EHE__ 
agency of banks in the fiscal operations of the, 


ernment, were now, in 1838, opposing a m 
the same character; and then followed a 
tion upon “federal patriotism,” “federal 
ency,” &c. &c. with which it was unnece 
trouble the house. Mr. H. said a stateme 
lar to that in the Globe had been published 
of the papers in his own state, and his obj 
was to set the matter right before his con 
and the country. He never did, on tha 
other occasion, give any such vote as that repre 
sented in the Globe. In order to meet the evi. 
dence fully, he would call for the reading of the 
journal, to which the article in the Globe referreg 
The journal was accordingly read by the clerk. 9. 
follows: the 

‘The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
(No. 563) regulating the deposite of money of the 
United States in certain local banks. The ques. 
tion recurred or. the motion made by Mr. Robert. 
son, that the said bill be recommitted to the com. 
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amend the same as to dispense with the agency or 
instrumentality of banks in the fiscal operations of 
the government. 

And, after debate, the question was put on the 
motion made by Mr. Robertson for the recommit. 
ment of the bill, and it was decided in the nega. 
tive—Yeas 91, nays 115.” 

Mr. H. said the journal might perhaps be cop. 
sidered sustaining the view taken by the Globe; 
but he should show that the journal, if it bore such 
a construction, was erroneous. The fact was, no 
vote whatever was taken on the instructions moved 
by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Robertson,) 
but the vote which is recorded on the journal was 
taken on the naked question of recommitting the 
bill to the committee of ways and means—no vote 
whatever having been taken on the instructions. 

Before the vote on Mr. Robertson’s proposition 
was put, Mr. Filmore, of New York, required, as 
any member, by the rules of the house, had a right 
to do, that the question of commitment should be 
separated from the question of instructions, and, 
the question being divided, the votes for comnit- 
ment were, yeas 91, nays 115; the 91 ayes being 
the same gentlemen whose names are given in the 
Globe. The motion to commit being lost, no ques. 
tion could possibly be put on the instructions. In 
proof of the facts just stated, Mr. H. read extracts 
from the three daily papers then published in Wash- 
ington, giving an account of the proceedings of that 
day. The extracts were as follows: | 

«The question being on Mr. Robertson’s motion 
to recommit the (deposite) bill to the committee of 
ways and means, with instructions, &c. Mr. Fil 
more asked for a division of the question to recou- 
mit with instructions. The question was then 
taken by yeas and nays, which had been previous!y 
ordered, on the motion to recommit the bill, and de- 
cided in the negative—Yeas 91, nays 115.”°— Glove, 
Feb. 12, 1835. 

«Mr. Filmore called for a division of the ques- 
tion, and which, having been put on that part of 
the motion, viz: ‘to recommit the bill,’ the motion 
was rejected—Yeas 91, nays 115.”— Telegra] h, 

eb. 12, 1835. ele 
ui ay Filmore now demanded a division of the 
question, and it was ype put; first, simply 
on recommitment, and decided by yeas and nays ® 
follows, viz: Yeas 91, nays 115. So the house 1 
fused to recommit the bill.”°—Jntelligencer, Feb. |, 
1835. Seon 

Mr. Hall said he had called the attention of the 
clerk of the house to this subject, who, on exami: 
nation, had ascertained that a memorandum ol “ 
fact of Mr. Filmore’s requiring a division had an 
made on the minute book kept at the clerk's a 
on that day, bet that, by inadvertance, a notice” 
the division was omitted to be inserted in yin 
out the journal. The facts he now ateted he 
appear from a correspondence he had held with 
clerk, which was now read as follows: 

House of Representatives United Staies, 
December 19, wet .' 

Str: I have received your communication © Ste 
day’s date. I handed it over for answer ? io 
Burch, the chief clerk of my office, who write’ 
the journal of the house. 

That answer I herewith enclose; and al 
the most perfect respect and esteem, your 


t, oath 
Ribs WALTER 8. FRANKLIY 
Clerk of the House of Reps. © ~ 

Hon. Hiranp Haut, House of Reps. U: 


- 
ie 


bedient 


Office House of Representatives United States, 





December 19, Tees 
Srr: In answer to the letter of the Sieh voll 
Hall, of this date, addressed to you, and a that “it 


have referred to me, in which he stat 
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= hen the printed journal of the house of 
ap aary 11, 1835, the bill regulating the deposite 
, F the money of the United States in certain local 

nks being under consideration, that a question 
~ 3 taken on the motion of Mr. Robertson that the 
vid bill be recommitted to the committee of ways 
ee means, With instructions so to amend the same 
.° to dispense with the agency of banks; and that, 
yr the question torecommit with such instructions, 
ss yeas were 91, nays 115; and suggesting that 
there is some error 1n the printed journal, as he is 
confident he did not give such a vote, I make the 
following explanatory statement: 

| have referred to the printed journal of the 11th 
of February, 1835, and find it stated that the house 
resumed the consideration of the bill mentioned by 
Mr. Hall, and that the question recurred on the 
motion made by Mr. Robertson on the preceding 
day, that the bill be recommitted to the committtee 
of ways and means, with the instructions so to 


‘amend the same as to dispense with the agency or 


instrumentality of banks in the fiscal operations of 
the government, and that the question was put on 
the notion for “‘recommitment of the bill,” and was 
decidedas Mr. Hall hasstated—Yeas 91, nays 115. 
The entry does not show, as is mentioned in Mr. 
Hall’s letter, that the instiuctions were involved in 
the vote, nor was it intended to show it. 

I have also referred to the short notes or minutes 
taken by you at the table in the house: from these 
it appears that immediately previous to the putting 
the question, Mr. Filmore, of New York, called for 
a division, so as that the question be put separately 
on recommitting and on the instructions. 

Mr. Filmore’s call for the division is not stated 
on the printed journal, but there it is distinctly sta- 
ted that the question was on recommitment; that 
question failing, the separate question on the in- 
structions could not, consequently, be put. 

The only error, if error it is, is in the omission to 
set forth Mr. Filmore’s call for the division; this 
js sometimes done, as the entries themselves com- 
monly show the fact that a question had been di- 
vided; in the present case, the question is expressly 
stated to have been on the recommitment. If the 
—_— had involved more than the recommitment, 
the entry would have gone on to say, with the in- 
structions aforesaid. If the question on the recom- 
mitment had been decided in the affirmative instead 
of the negative, the question would then have been, 
of course, put on the instructions; which would 
have made it apparent that the question had been 
divided. In writing up the journal, often at a late 
hour at night, the different views which it seems 
now may be taken of the subject did not occur to 
me; and hence, to save what I then deemed super- 
flous writing, the omission to enter the call for the 
division of the question. 

Your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL BURCH. 
Col. WALTER S. FRANKLIN, 
Clerk of the House of Reps. U.S. 
_ Mr. H. did not wish to be understood as intend- 
Ing to cast the slightest imputation on the clerk. 
He had no doubt whatever that the omission was 
unintentional, and the explanation of the clerk was 
pertectly satisfactory. Nor did he wish to be mis- 
understood in any other particular. In making this 
explanation of his own vote, he did not mean to 
intimate an opinion that if, on the occasion referred 
to, he had voted to recommit the bill with the in- 
‘tructions, that it would necessarily follow he was 
in favor of passing a bill in conformity with the in- 
structions. On the contrary, he knew that it was a 
‘gitimate and parliamentary mode of making op- 
position to a measure, to endeavor to amend it in 
such manner that it would lose the support of its 
original friends, and become unsatisfactory to all 
Sides of the house. He might have given such vote, 
though opposed to a bill of the character specified 
in the instructions, as the most effectual means of 
efeating the bill then under consideration. And 

cre were, doubtless, other grounds on which a 
Vole on a collateral question of this description 
might be given, without any intention of support- 
ing the bill when it had assumed its amended form. 

ut he would not dwell on this matter. 
th Ir. H. said it was not his intention to occupy 

© time of the house in commenting on the evi- 
“nce he had introduced to show the falsity of the 
statement in the Globe. He had shown, he trusted, 
© the entire satisfaction of the house, that in giv- 
ae his vote on the 11th of February, 1835, in favor 
> Tecommitting a bill, to which he was opposed, 
fi the committee which had reported it—the ques- 
on being simply ‘shall the bill be committed?” he 


had not voted, as had been represented in that paper, 


, 0 favor of dispensing with the agency of banks in 
é fiseal operations of the government;’’ in fact, 


ad not voted at all on that question, and for one of 


the best reasons in the world, that no such question 
had been put. The object he had in in view being 
thus answered, he would detain the house no longer. 


REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE TREA- 
SURY. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCHE 23, 1838. 


Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, submitted the following report: 


The committee of ways and means submit the 
following report on the probable receipts and ex- 
penditures for the year 1838: 

By the act of October last, the ten millions of 
treasury notes authorized to be issued were made 
receivable in payment for public lands, and for du- 
ties. More than three millions of these notes have 
been already returned in lieu of revenue, and it is 
probable that, under the operation of this provision, 
a very large reduction will be made in the revenue 
of the present year, which must be provided for, 
either by an authority to reissue the treasury notes 
received, or by an issue of others in their place. 

The Indian branch of the public service still 
calls, as it has done for some years past, for extra- 
ordinary appropriations for removal, subsistence, 
and hostilities. The annual estimates submitted by 
the secretary of the treasury in December last, em- 
braced no estimate of the amount which would be 
required for preventing and suppressing Indian 
hostilities in 1838. There was drawn from the 
treasury during the last year for these expenditures 
$5,600,000, and of the million appropriated at this 
session for this branch of the service, $900,000 at 
least were paid for the arrearages of 1837; making 
$6,500,000 for that year. The estimates of the 
war department, already submitted to the house, 
for the expenses of preventing and suppressing 
Indian hostilities in 1838, amount to $5,265,000.— 
An extraordinary appropriation has been also re- 
quired, and has been authorized, of $625,000, for 
the protection of our Canadian frontier. Notwith- 
standing these additional estimates, the current re- 
sources of the year would, with proper economy, 
be equal to all the demands upon the treasury, 
whether for ordinary or extraordinary purposes, 
but for two prvisions of the treasury-note act re- 
ferred to; the one authorizing their abet in pay- 
ment of public dues, and the other prohibiting the 
treasury from re-issuing them. ‘The result is, that 
they are returned to the treasury almost as fast as 
they are issued; and, before the close of the year, 
the revenue might be thus reduced to the amount 
of $10,000,000. 

If the treasury notes authorized by the act of Oc- 
tober last were not receivable in payment of public 
dues, the following statements would exhibit the 
condition of our finances for the present year: 


State of the Treasury on the \st January last. 
The amount which stood, on that 
day, to the credit of the treasur- 
er, exclusive of the $1,100,000 of 
unavailable funds of long stand- 
ing, was - - - 
Deduct the drafts of 
the treasurer, prior 
to the Ist January, 
on the late deposite 
banks, and on all 
other depositories, 
on account of the 
above balance 
Deposites with the 
States - 28,101,644 91 





$36,455,154 27 


1,514,723 42 


29,616,368 33 








Balance undrawn for on Jan. 1, 1838 $6,838,785 94 








Composed of the following items: 
Balance due from the 
late deposite banks 
Deduct the drafts which 
had been drawn prior 
to the Ist January 


6,423,121 87 


1,011,757 36 
5,411,364 51 





Amount in the treasury held in trust 
for indemnities, investments for In- 
dian tribes, &c. - - 
Balance, viz. 

In the mint, for the spe- 
cial service of that 


572,207 00 


establishment - 385,560 92 
Applicable to public ex- 
penditures - 469,653 51 





855,214 43 








$6,838,785 94 





To prevent erroneous estimates, founded upon 
treasury statements which are apparently contra- 





dictory, it is proper to add that there are two dis- 


tinct adjustments of this balance made at the de- 
partment. The preceding statement includes all 
the returns of public money known to the treasurer 
on the Ist of January, and all his drafts prior to 
that date, whether they had been presented at the 
various depositories, or were still in circulation.— 
This gives the correct view of the balance which 
the treasurer could on that day draw for, and is 
made the basis of our financial estimates for each 
year. Subsequent to that adjustment, the amounts 
have been received from the various depositories to 
the end of the year, which exhibit a balance in fa- 
vor of the treasury, including the deposites with 
the states, of $35,961,872 79, instead of $34,940,- 
430 85; making an apparent difference of more 
than one million of dollars. This is easily ex- 
plained. Of the drafts drawn by the treasurer be- 
fore the Ist of January, and deducted in the fore- 
going statement, $740,000 had not been presented 
and paid prior to that date, and are consequently 
not charged in the accounts of the depositories, 
though credited by the treasurer as outstanding. — 
And there had been deposited before the Ist of Jan- 
uary $280,000 of public money, of which no re- 
turns had been received by the treasurer when the 
balance was ascertained at the treasury, on the Ist 
of January last. These two items, amounting to 
$1,020,000, constitute the difference between the 
two statements. Our estimates must always be 
founded on the balance as ascertained at the trea- 
sury at any particular period, and not on the ac- 
counts of the depositories, which exclude all out- 
standing drafts, and include moneys not reported to 
the department. 

It is also proper to state that there was to the 
credit of the post office department, on the Ist of 
January, $457,933 86; which under the act of 
1836, is not blended with other money in the trea- 
sury, but is held for, and exclusively applied to, the 
service of that department. 

Besides these resources, the treasury held four 
millions of postponed custom-house bonds, and six 
millions of United States bank bonds, exclusive of 
interest. These, with the balances in the treasury, 
in the mint, and due from the late deposite banks;" 
made an aggregate of more than sixteen million ® 
independent of the unavailable twenty-eight mil- 
lions deposited with the states. 

The following are the estimated resources of th” 
year: 9 


to public expenditures, say $500,000 'd6 
Treasury notes, not issued on the 
1st January last 
Probable amount which may be re- 
ceived from the late deposite 
banks, exclusive of the amount 
drawn for prior to the Ist Janu- 


ary, and includes the July instal- 


7,000,000 00 


ment - - - - 2,000,000 00 
Bond of the bank of the United a 

States, with interest due the 1st ie 

October ° ° - 2,300,000 00* 
Custom-house bonds postponed - 4,000,000 00” 
Revenue from customs’ - - 13,000,000 00° 
Revenue from lands - - 8,000,000 00 





$31,800,000 00 








The first item of charges upon the treasury is the 
unexpended balances of appropriations for the pre- 
ceding and former years, which had not been drawn 
from the treasury prior to the Ist of January last. 
Two different statements are made by the depart- 
ments of these unexpended balances: one is made 
at the second comptroller’s office, the other at the 
register’s. The former includes the requisition as 
soon as they issue from the departments, the latter 
the warrants after they are issued upon the requi- 
sitions. The consequence is a constant and mate- 
rial variation. The statements of these unex- 
pended balances, annually transmitted by the war 
and navy departments, are of the requisitions upon, 
and not of, money actually drawn from the trea- 
sury. They also embrace the balances which will 
have been unexpended for more than two years, 
and which go to the surplus fund at the close of the 
year. The register’s statement exhibits the amount 
remaining actually undrawn from the treasury at 
the close of the year, and of the amount carried to 
the surplus fund; the former amounted to $16,623- 
845 65, and the latter to $643,459 24; leaving a 
balance of $16,080,386 41 of undrawn appropria- 
tions chargeable upon the treasury on the Ist day 
of January last. 

Charges upon the treasury for the present year. 
Appropriations not drawn from the | 





treasury on Ist January - $16,080,000 
Appropriations under permanent 

laws - ° : - 2,260,000 
Civil and diplomatic . - 3,200,000 


Balance in the treasury, applicable ad 
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Deduct the following unex- 
pended balances, which 
are included in the above 
$16,080,000, and which 
are to be substituted for, 
and deducted from, the 
appropriations for the year 


1338, viz. 
For pay - $1,000,000 
provisions 150,000 


repairs of ves- 
sels in ordi- 
nary 50,000 
gradual im- 
provement 1,500,000 





2,700,000 








-— 3,060,000 
‘ndian annuities, removal of 
tribes, &e. . - 1,520,000 
Pensions + e - 2,050,000 
Deduct the amount remain- 
ing in the hands of pen- 
sion agents to pay pen- 
sions which have been due 
and unclaimed more than 
six months, stated to be 
$710,000, to be hereafter 
applied to the payment of 
other pensions, say, avail- 
able - - - $550,000 
A ye 
Cumberland and other roads - - 670,000 
Harbors and rivers : ° - 1,430,000 
West Point academy - - ° 150,000 
Fortifications - - - - 850,000 
Indian hostilities - - - 6,265,000 
Canadian frontier - : - 625,000 
i¢xtraordinary appropriations by con- 
gress - + - - 1,000,000 
$43,230,000 


#» which there will probable remain 
undrawn at the close of the year - 11,000,000 
rrobable amount of charges upon the 


treasury in 1838 s= - $32,230,000 
y ’ 








ss all the foregoing appropriations are authorized 
congress, the demands upon the treasury might 

*« wed the receipts about half a million of dollars, 
judependent of the amount of treasury notes re- 
ceived in lieu of revenue. But the extraordinary 
awouut of the unexpended balances of appropria- 


-. tivns, makes it necessary to restrict new appropri- 


atiuns, as far as it may be practicable, to such 
ainvaunts as may be expended within the year or 
early in the next. They have not been hitherto 
made sufficiently with a view to the current ex- 
penditure of the year. Large sums have been ap- 
jdpriated, whether the money would be drawn 
rom the treasury in one or more years. At the 
present time, when almost all our officers are em- 
loyed in active military service, many of our pub- 
ic works cannot be prosecuted with advantage. 
Some of these appropriations, if authorized, must 
consequently remain almost wholly enexpended 
during the present year. Some may, therefore, 
be suspended, and others reduced to the extent of 
one or two millions, without detriment to the pub- 
lic service, as it is impracticable, at this time, to 
devote to these branches vf our expenditure the 
skill and talents of our most efficient officers. 
With a very moderate reduction of the appro- 
priations for the present year, it will only be ne- 
cessary to provide means equal to the amount of 
treasury notes which have been and may be re- 
ceived at our custom-houses and land offices in lieu 
of revenue. It is not possible to estimate what 
amount may be thus returned to the treasury and 
cancelled. Of the six million eight hundred thou- 
sand dollars heretofore issued, upwards of three 
millions have been already paid in, three or four 
millions more may be, and it is possible that the 
whole ten millions might be returned tothe treasu- 
ry and cancelled before the end of the year. Those 
which bear a low rate of interest, amounting now 
to $4,500,000, will certainly be returned; besides 
others at five per cent., the term of which will have 
expired, when the interest ceases, according to the 
act of October last. Any sudden, though tempo- 
rary revival of trade, creating a desire to make 
ottier investments, would throw almost the whole 
ten millions intothe treasury. It would be unsafe, 
under such circumstances, not to authorize the 
notes issued, or to be hereafter issued, under the 
act of October last, to be again paid out, or to pro- 
vide for an issue of treasury notes equal to the ten 
millions authorized by that act. The treasury may 
not require more than six or seven millions to re- 
place the notes paid in and cancelled, but the au. 


is no certainty that the late deposite banks will re- 
duce their debt to the extent estimated; and in 
the present state of trade, it is impossible to make 
any sure calculations on the revenue from customs 
or public lands for the present year. The former 
is estimated at $13,000,000, the latter at $3,000,- 
000. The receipts from both sources, in the first 
two months, were very considerable, and the trea- 
sury must depend almost entirely upon the reve- 
nue to be received in the last half of the year. 
Upon the income of the whole year from these 
sources no estimate can be made which can be re- 
lied upon with confidence. 
It would appear to be most simple and economi- 
cal to repeal the restriction in the act of October 
last, and permit the treasury to reissue the notes 
then authorized. But that act directed them to be 
cancelled when paid in, as some of them have 
been; and as the interest on the five per cent. notes 
ceases after twelve months, they would be unavail- 
able. If it were otherwise, however, and the 
could be paid out or disposed of in any other man- 
ner, it would be inexpedient to authorize it, as they 
would be immediately returned to the treasury, 
rendering it necessary to issue them for the third 
time. Such a process of payments and receipts 
would be poms | embarrassing to the treasu- 
ry as the notes will soon bear no interest at all. 
he committee, therefore, recommend that author- 
ity be given to issue treasury notes to such an 
amount as the public exigency may require, not 
to exceed ten millions, at an interest not exceed- 
ing six per centum per annum, and payable, one- 
third of them in twelve months, one-third in eigh- 
teen months, and one-third in two years; to be 
disposed of only to supply the wants of the treasu- 
ry,and a3 the money may be required. For their 
redemption, it is proposed to pledge the balances 
due from all the banks, together with the faith of 
the United States. The amount which will be 
payable by the late deposite banks in 1839, proba- 
bly abont four millions, including interest, and 
the bonds of the Bank of the United States, equal, 
with interest, to near five millions, payable in 1839, 
and 1840, will anticipate and be applied to the re- 
demption of the treasury notes now proposed, 
without any additional charge upon the revenue of 
either of those years. 

The committee respectfully submit a bill author- 
izing an issue of treasury notes, in case the public 
interests should require it, and to replace those 
which have been or may be received for public 
dues into the treasury, according to the provisions 
of the act of October last. 

The following is a copy of the bill which accom- 
panied the above report: 

A bill to authorize the issuing of treasury notes. 

Beit enacted, &c. That the president of the Unit- 
ed States is hereby authorized to cau3e treasury 
notes for such sum orsums as the exigencies of the 
government may require, but not exceeding, in the 
whole amount of notes issued, the sum of ten mil- 
lions of dollars, and of denominations not less than 
one hundred dollars for any one note, to be prepar- 
ed, signed, and issued in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the trea- 
sury notes, authorized to be issued by the first sec- 
'tion of this act, shall be made payable or redeem- 
‘able by the United States, one-third of them in 
twelve months, one-third in eighteen nonths, and 
one-third in two years from the dates on which 
they shall be issued, respectively; from which said 
dates, for the terms as aforesaid, and no longer, the 
said notes shall bear an interest not exceeding six 
per centum per annum, and shall be made payable 
to order, and transferred by delivery and assign- 
ment endorsed on the same. The payment of the 
said notes, herein provided for, and the interest 
which may be due thereon, shall be made at the 
treasury of the United States, to the holders of the 
said notes, respectively, upon presentment; and for 





the redemption of the same, the balances due the 
United States, by bond, or otherwise, from the 
| Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, and 
from the late deposite banks, together with the 
faith of the United States, are hereby solemly 
pledged. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That the trea- 
sury notes, authorized by this act, shall be issued at 
such times and in such amounts as the public exi- 
gencies may require, and shall be paid to the pub- 
lic creditors or disposed of in such manner as the 


the president of the United States, may prescribe; 
and that the secretary of the treasury shall lay be- 
fore congress, at the commencement of the next 
session, an account of all the money obtained by 


secretary of the treasury, with the approbation of 


ee 
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Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the gai 

treasury notes shall be prepared under the dimes 
of the secretary of the treasury, and shall be g; — 
on behalf of the United States, by the treasure 
thereof, and countersigned by the register of the 
treasury; and that those officers, respectively shall 
as checks upon each other, and to secure the ub. 
lic safety, keep separate, full, and accurate accounts 
of the number, date, denomination, and amount f 
all the notes sigued and countersigned by them “* 
spectively; which said accounts shall be carefy\y 
preserved and placed on file in the treasury depart 
ment; and, also, similar accounts, kept and pre. 
served in the same manner, of all the said notes re. 
deemed, as the same shall be returned and Cancel. 
led; and the treasurer shall further account quarter. 
ly tor all such notes delivered to him for signature 
or issued by the register. The treasurer, and re. 
gister of the treasury are hereby authorized, by 
and with the consent and approbation of the secre. 


y | tary of the treasury, to employ the same temporary 


clerks as were authorized and are now employed 
under the third section of the act ‘to authorize the 
issuing of treasury notes,”” approved the twelfth of 
October last, and at the same salaries. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the secre. 
tary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, author. 
ized and directed to reimburse and pay the princi. 
pal and interest of the treasury notes which may be 
issued by virtue of this act, at the several time and 
times when the same, according to the provisions 
of this act, should be thus reimbursed and paid, and 
to pay the interest annually on such as are payable 
in eighteen months and two years. And tue said 
secretary is further authorized to make purchases 
of the said notes, at par, forthe amount of the prin. 
cipal and interest due at the time of purchase on 
said notes. And so much of any unappropriated 
money in the treasury as may be necessary, js 
hereby appropriated for paying the interest or prin- 
cipal and interest, or for the purchase of said notes 
as aforesaid. 

[Sections 6, 7, 8, and 9 appropriate for expense 
of printing, &c. of the notes; provide punishment 
for forgery, &c. of the notes; and require monthly 
statement of issues to be published.] 





THE CONSTITUTION 


Of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as amended 
by the convention of 1837—’38. 


We, the people, of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, ordain and establish this constitution for 
its governinent. 


ARTICLE I. 


Sec. I. The legislative power of this common: 
wealth shall be vested in a general asssembly, which 
shall consist of a senate and house of representa: 
tives. 

See II. The representatives shall be chosen an- 
nually by the citizens of Philadelphia, and of each 
county respectfully, on the second Tuesday of Oc- 
tober. 

Sec. III. No person shall be a representative 
who shall not have obtained the age of twenty ove 
years, and have been a citizen and inhabitant of the 
state three years next preceding his election, aud 
the last year thereof an inhabitant of the [district] 
in [and for} which he shall be chosen [a represe? 
tative,] unless he shall have been absent on the 
public business of the United States, or of this 
state. 

Sec. IV. Within three years after the first mee" 
ing of the general assembly, and within every sub- 
sequent term of seven years, an enumeration of the 
taxable inhabitants shall be made in such manne! 
as shall be directed by law. The number of repre 
sentatives shall at the several periods of making 
such enumeration, be fixed by the legislature, 4!" 
apportioned among the city of Philadelphia and the 
several counties, according to the number of taxa 
ble inhabitants in each. And shall never be - 
than sixty nor greater than one hundred. “* 
county shall have at least one representativ®, bu 
no county hereafter erected shall be entitled to 4 
separate representation until a sufficient number’ 
taxable inhabitants shall be contained within “ 
entitle them to one representative, agreeably to the 
| ratio which shall then be established. 

Sec. V. The senators shall be chosen for [three] 
years, by the citizens of Philadelphia an‘ of “i 
several counties at the same time, in the same ee 
ner, and at the same places where they shall vot 
for representatives. the 

Sec. VI. The number of senators shall, st 
several periods of making the enumeration be oe 
mentioned, be fixed by the legislature, and PP’, 
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— 
voted, according to the number of taxable inhabi- 
hie Hee each; and shall never be less than one- 
cart nor greater than one-third, of the number of 
representatives. | * 

Sec. VII. The senators shall be chosen in dis- 
tricts, to be formed by the legislature; [but no dis- 
trict shall be so formed as to enitle it to elect more 
than two senators, unless the number of taxable in- 
habitants in any city or county shall, at any time, 
be such as to enable it to elect more than two, but 
no city or county shall be entitled to elect more 
than four senators;} when a district shall be com- 

osed of two or more counties, they shall be ad- 
oining: neither the city of Philadelphia nor any 
county shall be divided in forming a district. 

Sec. VIEI. No person shall be a senator who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty-five years, 
and have been a citizen and inhabitant of the state 
four years next before his election, and the last 

ear thereof an inhabitant of the district for which 
he shall be chosen, unless he shall have been absent 
on the public business of the United States, or of 
this state; [and no person elected as aforesaid shall 
hold said office after he shall have removed from 
such district. ] 

Sec. IX. [The senators who may be elected at 
the first general election after the adoption of the 
amendments to the constitution, shall be divided by 
lot into three classes. The seats of the senators of 
the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of 
the first year; of the second class at the expiration 
of the second year; and of the third class at the 
expiration of the third year; so that thereafter one- 
third of the whole number of senators may be chosen 
every year. ‘Fhe senators elected before the amend- 
ments to the constitution shall be adopted, shall 
hold their offices during the terms for which they 
shall respectively have been elected. ] 

Sec. X. The general assembly shall meet on the 
first Tuesday of [January,] in every year, unless 
sooner convened by the governor. 

Sec. XI. Each house shalt choose its speaker 
and other officers; and the senate shall also choose 
aspeaker pro tempore, when the speaker shall ex- 
ercise the office of governor. 

Sec. XIf. Each house shall judge of the quali- 
fications of its members. Contested elections shall 
be determined by acommittee, to be selected, form- 
ed, and regulated, in such manner as shall be di- 
rected by law. A majority of each house shall con- 
stitute a quorum to do business; but a small num- 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be au- 
thorized by law to compel the attendance of absent 
members, in such manner and under such penalties 
as may be provided. 

Sec, XIII. Each house may determine the rules 
of its proceedings, punish its members for diaor- 
derly behaviour, and with the concurrence of two- 
thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for 





the same cause; and shall have all other powers 
wn for a branch of the legislature of a free | 
State, 

See. XIV. [The legislature shall not have power, 
fo enact laws annulling the contract of marriaze 
In any case where, by law, the courts of this com- 
monwealth are, or hereafter may be, empowered to 
decree a divorce. ] 

Sec. XV. Each house shall keep a journat of its 
proceedings, and publish them weekly, except such 
parts as may require secrecy; and the yeas and nays 
of the members on any question shall, at the desire 
of any two of them, be entered on the journal. 

See. XVI. The doors of each house and of com- 
mittees of the whole shall be open, unless when the 
usiness shall be such as ought to be kept secret. 
Sec. XVII. Neither house shall, without the con- 
Sent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, 
“6: to any other place than that in which the twe 

louse shall be sitting. 

See. XVII. The senators and re resentative 
shall receive mpensati ( were : : 
- | a compensation for their services to be 
‘certained by law, and paid ont of the treasury of 
trea tmonwealth. They shall in all cases, except 

eason, felony and breach and surety of the peace, 
ee eeed from arrest during their attendance at 
. saa tae of theirrespective houses, and in going 
pe iboeee from the same. And for any speech 
Soke t © In either house they shall not be ques- 

re in any other place. 
dartecsabae No senator or representative shail. 
§ the time for which he shall have been elect- 
monweliie wat to any civil office under the com- 
enh ath, which shall have been crated, or ‘the 
i of which -rhalj hoom been increased 
others such time; atta no ember of congress or 
at waa? holding any office (except of attorney 

. a and tn militia) under the United States orin 

commonwealth, shall be a member of either 


ou : : 
“7 during his continuance in covgress or in 





See. XX. When vacancies happen in either house, 


the speaker shall issue writs of election to fill such 
vacancies. 

. Sec. XXI. Alt bills for raising revenue shall ori- 
ginate im the house of representatives, but the 
senate may propose amendments as in other bills. 

Sec. XXII. No muney shall be drawn from the 
agra but in consequence of appropriation made 

, law. 

“tee: XXIII. Every bill which shall have passed 
both houses shall be presented to the governor. If 
he approve he shall sign it, but if he shall not ap- 
et it he shall return it with his objeetions to the 

ouse in which it shall have originated, who shall 
enter the objections at large upon their journals 
and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such recon- 
sideration two-thirds of that house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent with the objections to 
the other house, by which likewise it shall be re- 
considered, and if approved by two-thirds of that 
house, it shall be a law. But in such cases the 
votes of beth houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the persons voting for 
or against the bill, shall be entered on the journals 
of each house respectively. If any bill shall not 
be returned by the governor within ten days (Sun- 
days excepted) after it shall have been presentea 
to him, it shall be a law in hike manner as if he 
had signed it, unless the general assembly, by their 
adjournment, prevented its return, im which case 
it shall be a law, unless sent back within three 
days after their next meeting. 

Sec. XXIV. Every order, resolution or vote to 
which the concurrence of both houses may be ne- 
cessary (except on @ question of adjournment) 
shall be presented to the governor, and before it 
shall take effect, be approved by him, or being dis- 
approved, shall be repassed by two thirds of both 
houses, according te the rules and limitations pre- 
scribed in case of a bill. 

Sec. XXV. [No corporate body shall be hereaf- 
ter created, renewed or extended with banking or 
discounting privileges, without six months’ pre- 
vious public notice of the application for the same, 
in such manner as shalt be peescribed by law. Nor 
shall any charter for the purposes aforesaid, be 
granted for a longer period than twenty years, and 
every sueh charter shall contain a clause reserving 
to the legislature the power to alter, revoke or an- 
nul the same, whenever in their opinion it may be 
injurious to the citizens of the commonwealth, in 
such manner, however, that no injustice shall be 
done to the eorporators. No law hereafter enacted, 
shall create, renew or extend the charter of more 
than one corporation. ] 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. I. The supreme executive power of this 
commonwealth shall be vested in a governor. 

Sec. II. The governor shall be chosen on the 
second Tuesday of October, by the citizens of the 
commonwealth, at the places where they shall res- 
pectively vote for representatives. 





' 
| 


transmitted to the seat of government, directed te | 
the speaker of the senate, whoshall open and pub- | 
lish them in the presence of the members of both 

houses of the legislature. The person having the 

highest number of votes shall be governor. But if 
two or more shall be equal and highest in votes, 

one of them shall he chosen governor by the joint 

vote of the members of both houses. Contested 

elections shall be determined by a committee to be 

selected from both houses of the legislature, and 

formed and regulated in such manner as shall be 

directed by law. 

Sec. ILL. The governor shall hold his office du- 
ring three years from the third Tuesday of [Jan- 
uary] next ensuing his election, and «shall not be 
capable of holding it longer than [six] in any term 
of [nine] years. 

Sec. IV. He shall be at least thirty years of age, 
and have been a citizen and an inhabitant of this 
state seven years next before his election; unless 
he shall have been absent on the public business of 
the United States, or of this State. 

Sec. V. No member of congress, or person hol- 
ding any office under the United States, or this 
state, shall exercise the office of governor. 

Sec. VI. The governor shall at stated times re- 
ceive for his services, a compensation, which shall 
be neither increased nor diminished during the pe- 
riod for which he shall have been elected. 

Sec. VII. He shall be commander-in chief of 
the army and navy of this commonwealth, and of 
the militia, except when they shall be called into 
the actual service of the United States. 

Sec. VIII. [He shall appoint a secretary of the 
commonwealth during pleasure, and he shall nom- 
inate, and by and with the advice and consent of 
the senate, appoint all judicial officers of courts of 
record, unless otherwise provided for in this con- 
stitution. He shall have power to fill all vacancies 


The returns of| 
every election for governor shall be sealed up, and} 


‘tors shall be upon oath or affirmation. 





that may happen in such judicial offices during the 
recess of the senate, by granting commissions which 
shall expire at the end of their next session :] Pro- 
vided, [That in acting on executive nominations 
the senate shall sit with open doors, and in con- 
firming or rejecting the nominations of the gover- 
nor, the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays.] 

Sec. IX. He shall have power to remit fines and 
forfeitures, and grant reprieves and pardons, except 
in cases of impeachment. 

Sec. X. He may require information in writing, 
from the officers in the executive department, on 
any subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices. 

Sec. XI. He shall, from time to time, give to 
the general Assembly information of the state of 
the commonwealth, and recommend to their con- 
+ ga such measures as he shall judge expe- 

ient. 

Sec. XII. He may, on extraordinary oecasions, 
convene the general assembly ; and in case of dis- 
agreement between the two houses, with respect to 
the time of adjournment, adjourn them to such 
time as ie shall think proper, not exceeding four 
months. 

Sec. XIII. He shall take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed. 

See. XIV. In case of the death or resignation 
of the governor, or his removal from office, the 
speaker of the senate shall exereise the office of 
governor, until another governor shall be duly qual- 
ified ; [but in such case another governor shall be 
chosen at the next annual election of representa- 
tives, unless such death, resignation or removal 
shall occur within three calendar months imme- 
diately preceding such next annual election, in 
which case a governor shall be chosen at the second 
succeeding annual election of representatives. ] 
And if the trial of a contested eleetion shall con- 
tinue longer than until [the third Monday of Jan- 
uary] next ensuing the election of governor, the 
governor of the last year, or the speaker of the 
senate who may be in the exercise of the execu- 
tive authority shall continue therein until the de- 
termination of such contested election, amd until a 
governor shall be [duly} qualified as aforesaid. 

Sec. XV. [The secretary of the commonwealth] 
shall keep a fair register of all the official acts and 
proceedings of the governor, and shall when re- 
quired lay the same and all papers, minutes and 
vouchers relative thereto before either branch of 
the legislature, and shall perform such other duties 
as shall be enjoined by law. 

ARTICLE III. y 

Sec. I. [In elections by the citizens, every 
white freeman of the age of twenty-one years, 
having resided in this state one year, and in the 
election district where he offers to vote, ten days 
immediately preceding such election, and within 
two years paid a state or county tax, which shall 
have been assessed at least ten days before the 
election, shall enjoy the rights of anelector. But 
a citizen of the United States, who had previously 
been a qualified voter of this state, and removed 
therefrom aud returned, and who shall have resided 
in the election district, and paid taxes as aforesaid, 
shall be entitled to vote, after residing in the state 
six months:} Provided, [That white freemen, citi- 
zens of the United States, between the ages of 
twenty-one and twenty-two years, and having re- 
sided in the state one year, and in the election dis- 
trict ten days as aforesaid, shall be entitled to a 
vote, although they shall not have paid taxes. ] 

Sec. II. All elections shall be by ballot, except 
those by persons in their representative capaci- 
ties, who shall vote viva voce. 

Sec. III. Electors shall in all cases, except trea- 
son, felony, and breach of surety of the peace, be 
privileged from arrest during their attendance on 
elections, and in going to and returning from them. 


ARTICLE Iv. (Unaltered.) 

Sec. I. The house of representatives shali have 
the sole power of impeaching. 

Sec. If. All impeach:nents shall be tried by the 
senate. When sitting for that purpose, the sena- 
No persen 
shall be convicted, without the concurrence of two- 
thirds of the members present. 

Sec. III. The governor, and all other civil offi- 
cers under this commonwealth, shall be liable to 
impeachment for any misdemeanor in office; judg- 
ment in such cases, shall not extend further than to 
removal from office, and disqualification to hold any 
office of honor, trust, or profit, under this common- 
wealth; the party, whether convicted or acquitted, 
shall, nevertheless, be liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment, and punishment, according to law. 

ARTICLE V. 

Sec. I. The judicial power of this commonwealth 

shall be vested in a supreme court, in courts of 


joyer and terminer and general jail delivery, in a 
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Army - - - - 4,620,000 
Navy - - - $5,760,000 
Deduct the following unex- 
nded balances, which 
are included in the above 
$16,080,000, and which 
are to be substituted for, 
and deducted from, the 
appropriations for the year 
1838, viz. 
For pays - 
provisions 
repairs of ves- 
sels in ordi- 
nary 
gradual im- 
provement 1,500,000 


$1,000,000 
150,000 


50,000 


2,700,000 
-— 3,060,000 








¥ndian annuities, removal of 





tribes, &c. . - 1,520,000 
Pensions - - - 2,050,000 
Deidiuct the amount remain- 
ing in the hands of pen- 
sion agents to pay pen- 
sions which have been due 
and unclaimed more than 
six months, stated to be 
$710,000, to be hereafter 
applied to the payment of 
other pensions, say, avail- 
able “ ‘ - $550,000 
——_——_ 1,500,000 
Cumberland and other roads - - 670,000 
Harbors and rivers e Fe - 1,430,000 
West Point academy - - . 150,000 
Fortifications - - - : 850,000 
Indian hostilities - - - 6,265,000 
Canadian frontier - . - 625,000 
ixtraordinary appropriations con- 
gress Pa a a : : - 1,000,000 
$43,230,000 


&» which there will probable remain 
undrawn at the close of the year - 11,000,000 
brobable amount of charges upon the 


treasury in 1838 - - $32,230,000 
q 








1» all the foregoing appropriations are authorized 
congress, the demands upon the treasury might 
"eed the receipts about half a million of dollars, 
jadependent of the amount of treasury notes re- 
ceived in lieu of revenue. But the extraordinary 
awouut of the unexpended balances of appropria- 
..tigns, makes it necessary to restrict new appropri- 
~ afiuns, as far as it may be practicable, to such 
ainvants as may be expended within the year or 
early in the next. They have not been hitherto 
made sufficiently with a view to the current ex- 
penditure of the year. Large sums have been ap- 
idpriated, whether the money would be drawn 
rom the treasury in one or more years. At the 
present time, when almost all our officers are em- 
loyed in active military service, many of our pub- 
ic works cannot be prosecuted with advantage. 
Some of these appropriations, if authorized, must 
consequently remain almost wholly enexpended 
during the present year. Some may, therefore, 
be suspended, and others reduced to the extent of 
one or two millions, without detriment to the pub- 
lic service, as it is impracticable, at this time, to 
devote to these branches uf our expenditure the 
skill and talents of our most efficient officers. 
With a very moderate reduction of the appro- 
priations for the present year, it will only be ne- 
cessary to provide means equal to the amount of 
treasury notes which have been and may be re- 
ceived at our custom-houses and land offices in lieu 
of revenue. It is not possible to estimate what 
amount may be thus returned to the treasury and 
cancelled. Of the six million eight hundred thou- 
sand dollars heretofore issued, upwards of three 
millions have been already paid in, three or four 
millions more may be, and it is possible that the 
whole ten millions might be returned tothe treasu- 


ry and cancelled before the end of the year. Those | 


which bear a low rate of interest, amounting now 
to $4,500,000, will certainly be returned; besides 
others at five per cent., the term of which will have 
expired, when the interest ceases, according to the 
act of October last. Any sudden, though tempo- 
rary revival of trade, creating a desire to make 
other investments, would throw almost the whole 
ten millions intothe treasury. It would be unsafe, 
under such circumstances, not to authorize the 
notes issued, or to be hereafter issued, undér the 
act of October last, to be again paid out, or to pro- 
vide for an issue of treasury notes equal to the ten 
millions authorized by that act. The treasury may 
not require more than six or seven millions to re- 
place the notes paid in and cancelled, but the au. 


thority should be extended to ten millions to meet 
any unexpected reduction in our receipts. There 
is no certainty that the late deposite banks will re- 
duce their debt to the extent estimated; and in 
the present state of trade, it is impossible to make 
any sure calculations on the revenue from customs 
or public lands for the present year. The former 
is estimated at $13,000,000, the latter at $3,000,- 
000. The receipts from both sources, in the first 
two months, were very considerable, and the trea- 
sury must depend almost ware! upon the reve- 
nue to be received in the last half of the year. 
Upon the income of the whole year from these 
sources no estimate can be made which can be re- 
lied upon with confidence. 

It would appear to be most simple and economi- 
cal to repeal the restriction in the act of October 
last, and permit the treasury to reissue the notes 
then authorized. But that act directed them to be 
cancelled when paid in, as same of them have 
been; and as the interest on the five per cent. notes 
ceases after twelve months, they would be unavail- 
able. If it were otherwise, however, and they 
could be paid out or disposed of in any other man- 
ner, it would be inexpedient to authorize it, as they 
would be immediately returned to the treasury, 
rendering it necessary to issue them for the third 
time. Such a process of payments and receipts 
would be es get embarrassing to the treasu- 
ry, as the notes will soon bear no interest at all. 
The committee, therefore, recommend that author- 
ity be given to issue treasury notes to such an 
amount as the public exigency may require, not 
to exceed ten millions, at an interest not exceed- 
ing six per centum per annum, and payable, one- 
third of them in twelve months, one-third in eigh- 
teen months, and one-third in two years; to be 
disposed of only to supply the wants of the treasu- 
ry,and a3 the money may be required. For their 
redemption, it is proposed to pledge the balances 
due from all the banks, together with the faith of 
the United States. The amount which will be 
payable by the late deposite banks in 1839, proba- 
bly abont four millions, including interest, and 
the bonds of the Bank of the United States, equal, 
with interest, to near five millions, payable in 1839, 
and 1840, will anticipate and be applied to the re- 
demption of the treasury notes now proposed, 
without any additional charge upon the revenue of 
either of those years. 

The committee respectfully submit a bill author- 
izing an issue of treasury notes, in case the public 
interesis should require it, and to replace those 
which have been or may be received for public 
dues into the treasury, according to the provisions 
of the act of October last. 

The following is a copy of the bill which accom- 
panied the above report: 

A bill to authorize the issuing of treasury notes. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the president of the Unit- 
ed States is hereby authorized to cau3e treasury 
notes for such sum or sums as the exigencies of the 
government may require, but not exceeding, in the 
whole amount of notes issued, the sum of ten mil- 
lions of dollars, and of denominations not less than 
one hundred dollars for any one note, to be prepar- 
ed, signed, and issued in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the trea- 
sury notes, authorized to be issued by the first sec- 
tion of this act, shall be made payable or redeem- 
-able by the United States, one-third of them in 
twelve months, one-third in eighteen months, and 
one-third in two years from the dates on which 
they shall be issued, respectively; from which said 
dates, for the terms as aforesaid, and no longer, the 
said notes shall bear an interest not exceeding six 
per centum per annum, and shall be made payable 
to order, and transferred by delivery and assign- 
ment endorsed on the same. The payment of the 
said notes, herein provided for, and the interest 
which may be due thereon, shall be made at the 
treasury of the United States, to the holders of the 
said notes, respectively, upon presentment; and for 
the redemption of the same, the balances due the 
United States, by bond, or otherwise, from the 
Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, and 
from the late deposite banks, together with the 
faith of the United States, are hereby solemly 
pledged. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That the trea- 


tat ——$—$— 
statement of the rate or rates at whic 
may have been sold. teh the same 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the gai 
treasury notes shall be prepared under the direct; ~ 
of the secretary of the treasury, and shall be sj n a 
on behalf of the United States, by the tea 
thereof, and countersigned by the register of the 
treasury; and that those officers, respectively shall, 
as checks upon each other, and to secure the ub. 
lic safety, keep separate, full, and accurate account, 
of the number, date, denomination, and amount of 
all the notes sigued and countersigned by them, re 
spectively; which said accounts shall be carefyi}y 
preserved and placed on file in the treasury depart. 
ment; and, also, similar accounts, kept and pre- 
served in the same manner, of all the said notes ro. 
deemed, as the same shall be returned and cancel. 
led; and the treasurer shall further account quarter. 
ly for all such notes delivered to him for signature 
or issued by the register. The treasurer, and re. 
gister of the treasury are hereby authorized, by 
and with the consent and approbation of the secre. 
tary of the treasury, to employ the same temporary 
clerks as were authorized and are now employe( 
under the third section of the act ‘to authorize the 
issuing of treasury notes,” approved the twelfth of 
October last, and at the same salaries. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the secre. 
tary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, author. 
ized and directed to reimburse and pay the princi- 
pal and interest of the treasury notes which may be 
issued by virtue of this act, at the several time and 
times when the same, according to the provisions 
of this act, should be thus reimbursed and paid, and 
to pay the interest annually on such as are payable 
in eighteen months and two years. And tue said 
secretary is further authorized to make purchases 
of the said notes, at par, forthe amount of the prin. 
cipal and interest due at the time of purchase on 
said notes. And so much of any unappropriated 
money in the treasury as may be necessary, is 
hereby appropriated for paying the interest or prin- 
cipal and interest, or for the purchase of said notes 
as aforesaid. 

[Sections 6, 7, 8, and 9 appropriate for expense 
of printing, &c. of the notes; provide punishment 
for forgery, &c. of the notes; and require monthly 
statement of issues to be published.] 





THE CONSTITUTION 


Of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as amended 
by the convention of 1837—’38. 


We, the people, of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, ordain and establish this constitution for 
its governinent. 


—— 


ARTICLE I. 


Sec. I. The legislative power of this common- 
wealth shall be vested in a general asssembly, which 
shall consist of a senate and house of representa- 
tives. 

See II. The representatives shall be chosen an- 
nually by the citizens of Philadelphia, and of each 
county respectfully, on the second Tuesday of Oc- 
tober. 

Sec. III. No person shall be a representative 
who shall not have obtained the age of twenty ove 
years, and have been a citizen and inhabitant o! the 
state three years next preceding his election, avd 
the last year thereof an inhabitant of the [district] 
in [and for} which he shall be chosen [a represe” 
tative,] unless he shall have been absent on the 
public business of the United States, or ol this 
state. 





sury notes, authorized by this act, shall be issued at 


gencies may require, and shall be paid to the pub- 


the president of the United States, may prescribe; 
and that the secretary of the treasury shall lay be- 
fore congress, at the commencement of the next 
session, an account of all the money obtained by 





the sale of the said treasury nut. together with a 








Sec. IV. Within three years after the first meet: 
ing of the general assembly, and within every +t 
sequent term of seven years, an enurneration ol the 
taxable inhabitants shall be made in such manne 
as shall be directed by law. The number of repr 
sentatives shall at the several periods of making 
such enumeration, be fixed by the legislature, a" 
apportioned among the city of Philadelphia and the 
several counties, according to the number of tax 
ble inhabitants in each. And shall never De - 
than sixty nor greater than one hundred. “* 
county shall have at least one representativé, oa 
no county hereafter erected shall be entitled ae 
separate representation until a sufficient number 
taxable inhabitants shall be contained within “ne 
entitle them to one representative, agreeably to 10° 


ratio which shall then be established. 
such times and in such amounts as the public exi- | 


Sec. V. The senators shall be chosen for [three] 


| years, by the citizens of Philadelphia and of = 
lic creditors or disposed of in such manner as the | several counties at the same time, in the sail vol 
secretary of the treasury, with the approbation of ner, and at the same places where they sha 


for representatives. t the 
Sec. VI. The number of senators shall, 4 “ 
several periods of making the enumeration be ot 
mentioned, be fixed by the legislature, and @pP i. 
tioned among the districts formed as hereinaltes 
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according to the number of taxable inhabi- 
ove each; md shall never be less than one- 


fourth, nor greater than one-third, of the number of} - 


ntatives. 
Pee. VII. The senators shall be chosen in dis- 


tricts, to be formed by the legislature; [but no dis- 
trict shall be so formed as to enitle it to elect more 
than two senators, unless the number of taxable in- 
habitants in any city ov county shall, at any time, 
be such as to enable it to elect more than two, but 
no city oF county shall be entitled to elect more 
than four senators;} when a district shall be com- 
osed of two or more counties, they shall be ad- 
oining: neither the city of Philadelphia nor any 
county shall be divided in forming a district. 

Sec. VIII. No person shall be a senator who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty-five years, 
and have been a citizen and imhabitant of the state 
four years next before his election, and the last 

ear thereof an inhabitant of the district for which 
he shall be chosen, unless he shall have been absent 
on the public business of the United States, or of 
this state; [and no person elected as aforesaid shall 
hold said office after he shall have removed from 
such district. ] 

Sec. IX. [he senators who may be elected at 
the first general election after the adoption of the 
amendments to the constitution, shall be divided by 
lot into three classes. The seats of the senators of 
the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of 
the first year; of the second class at the expiration 
of the second year; and of the third class at the 
expiration of the third year; so that thereafter one- 
third of the whole number of senators may be chosen 
every year. Fhe senators elected before the amend- 
ments to the constitution shalk be adopted, shall 
hold their offices during the terms for which they 
shall respectively have been elected. ] 

Sec. X. The general assembly shall meet on the 
first Tuesday of [January,] in every year, unless 
sooner convened by the governor. 

Sec. XI. Eaeh house shalt choose its speaker 
and other officers; and the senate shall also choose 
aspeaker pro tempore, when the speaker shall ex- 
ercise the office of governor. 

Sec. XII. Each house shall judge of the quali- 
fications of its members. Contested elections shall 
be determined by a committee, to be selected, form- 
ed, and regulated, in such manner as shall be di- 
rected by law. A majority of each house shall con- 





stitute a quorum to do business; but a small num- 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be au- 
thorized by law to compel the attendance of absent 
members, in such manner and under such penalties 
as may be provided. 

Sec. XIII. Each house may determine the rules 
of its proceedings, punish its members for disor- 
derly behaviour, and with the eoncurrence of two- 
thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for 
the same cause; and shall have all other powers | 
wb for a branch of the legislature of a free | 
state, 

Sec. XIV. [The legislature shall not have power | 
to enact laws annulling the contract of marriave 
In any case where, by law, the courts of this com- 
monwealth are, or hereafter may be, empowered to 
decree a divorce. ] 

Sec. XV. Each house shall keep a journat of its 
proceedings, and publish them weekly, except such 
parts as may require secrecy; and the yeas and nays 
of the members on any question shall, at the desire 
of any two of them, be entered on the journal. 

Sec. XVI. The doors of each house and of com- 
mittees of the whole shall be open, unless when the 
business shall be such as ought to be kept secret. 

Sec. XVII. Neither house shall, without the con- 
sent of the other, adjourn fi th : 
a , adjourn for more than three days, 
“ ‘0 any other place than that in which the two 

ise shall be sitting. 


ant XVIII. The senators and representatives 
eertsenate a compensation for their services to be 
he arse by law, and paid out of the treasury of 
Weaken rin ealth. They shall in all cases, except 
é orivil pide and breach and surety of the peace, 
inna eged from arrest during their attendance at 
to uaa po of their respective houses, and in going 
ae ahin urning from the same. And for any speech 
Goaed } ¢ In either house they shall not be ques- 
“In any other place. 

rca 2 X. No senator or representative shail. 
‘i BF é tine for which he shall have been elect- 
monweltie es to any civil office under the com- 
emolument, which shail have been cr ated, or the 
ia at , of which .+ 201) bees been increased 
other'n. ich time; and no member of congress or 
at Rw enn't holding any office (except of attorney 
is cual tn militia) under the United States or in 
mol Onwealth, shall be a.member of either 
ring his continuance in covgress or in 





'done tothe eorporators. Nolaw hereafter enacted, 





See. XX. When vacancies happenin either house, 





the speaker shall issue writs of election to fill such 
vacancies. 

Sec. XXI. Alt bills for raising revenue shall ori- 
ginate in the house of representatives, but the 
senate may propose amendments as in other bills. 

Sec. XXII. No muney shall be drawn from the 
har en but in consequence of appropriation made 

, law. 

"ee. XXIII. Every bill which shall have passed 
both houses shall be presented to the governor. If 
he approve he shall sign it, but if he shall not ap- 

rove ithe shall return it with his objeetions to the 
Lense in which it shall have originated, who shall 
enter the objections at large upon their journals 
and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such recon- 
sideration two-thirds of that house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent with the objections to 
the other house, by which likewise it shall be re- 
considered, and if approved by two-thirds of that 
house, it shall be a law. But in such cases the 
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the persons voting for 
or against the bill, shall be entered on the journals 
of each house respectively. If any bill shall not 
be returned by the governor within ten days (Sun- 
days excepted) after it shall have been presentea 
to him, it shall be a law in hike manner as if he 
had signed it, unless the general assembly, by their 
adjournment, prevented its return, in whieh case 
it shall be a law, unless sent back within three 
days after their next meeting. 

Sec. XXIV. Every order, resolution or vote to 
which the concurrence of both houses may be ne- 
cessary (except on @ question of adjournment) 
shall be presented to the governor, and before it 
shall take effect, be approved by him, or being dis- 
approved, shall be repassed by two thirds of both 
houses, according to the rules and limitations pre- 
scribed in case of a bill. 

Sec. XXV. [No corporate body shall be hereaf- 
ter created, renewed or extended with banking or 
discounting privileges, withoat six months’ pre- 
vious public notice of the application for the same, 
in such manner as shalt be peescribed by law. Nor 
shall any charter for the purposes aforesaid, be 
granted for a longer period than twenty years, and 
every sueh charter shall contain a clause reserving 
to the legislature the power to alter, revoke or an- 
nul the same, whenever in their opinion it may be 
injurious to the citizens of the commonwealth, in 
such manner, however, that no injustice shall be 


shall create, renew or extend the charter of more 
than one corporation. ] 
ARTICLE II. } 

Sec. I. The supreme executive power of this 
commonwealth shall be vested in a governor. 

Sec. II. The governor shall be chosen on the 
second Tuesday of October, by the citizens of the 
commonwealth, at the places where they shall res- 





pectively vote for representatives. The returns of 


| every election for governor shall be sealed up, and, 


transmitted to the seat of government, directed te | 
the speaker of the senate, whoshall open and pub- 
lish them in the presence of the members of both 
houses of the legislature. The person having the 
highest number of votes shall be governor. But if 
two or more shall be equal and highest in votes, 
one of them shall he chosen governor by tie joint 
vote of the members of both houses. Contested 
elections shall be determined by a committee to be 
selected from both houses of the legislature, and 
formed and regulated in such manner as shall be 
directed by law. ! 

Sec. Il[. The governor shall hold his office du- 
ring three years from the third Tuesday of [Jan- 
uary] next ensuing his election, and «shall not be 
capable of holding it longer than [six] in any term 
of [nine] years. 

Sec. IV. He shall be at least thirty years of age, 
and have been a citizen and an inhabitant of this 
state seven years next before his election; unless 
he shall have been absent on the public business of 
the United States, or of this State. 

Sec. V. No member of congress, or person hol- 
ding any office under the United States, or this 
state, shall exercise the office of governor. 

Sec. VI. The governor shall at stated times re- 
ceive for his services, a compensation, which shall 
be neither increased nor diminished during the pe- 
riod for which he shall have been elected. __ 

Sec. VII. He shall be commander-in chief of 
the army and navy of this commonwealth, and of 
the militia, except when they shall be called into 
the actual service of the United States. 

‘Sec. VIII. [He shall appoint a secretary of the 
commonwealth during pleasure, and he shall nom- 
inate, and by and with the advice and consent of 
the senate, appoint all judicial officers of courts of 
record, unless otherwise provided for in this con- 





stitution. He shall have power to fill all vacancies 


that may happen in such judicial offices during the 
recess of the senate, by granting commissions which 
shall expire at the end of their next session :] Pro- 
vided, [That in acting on executive nominations 
the senate shall sit with open doors, and in con- 
firming or rejecting the nominations of the gover. 
nor, the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays.] 

Sec. IX. He shall have power to remit fines and 
forfeitures, and grant reprieves and pardons, except 
in cases of impeachment. 

Sec. X. He may require information in writing, 
from the officers in the executive department, on 
any subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices. 

Sec. XI. He shall, from time to time, give to 
the general Assembly information of the state of 
the commonwealth, and recommend to their con- 
yaa such measures as he shall judge expe- 

ient. 

Sec. XII. He may, on extraordinary oecasions, 
convene the general assembly ; and in case of dis- 
agreement between the two houses, with respect to 
the time of adjournment, adjourn them to such 
time as he shall think proper, not exceeding four 
months. 

Sec. XIII. He shall take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed. 

See. XIV. In case of the death or resignation 
of the governor, or his removal from office, the 
speaker of the senate shall exereise the office of 
governor, until another governor shall be duly qual- 
ified ; [but in such case another governor shall be 
chosen at the next annual election of representa- 
tive3, unless such death, resignation or removal 
shall occur within three calendar months imme- 
diately preceding such next annual election, in 
which case a governor shall be chosen at the second 
succeeding annual election of representatives. ] 
Andif the trial of a contested eleetion shall con- 
tinue longer than until [the third Monday of Jan- 
uary] next ensuing the election of governor, the 
governor of the last year, or the speaker of the 
senate who may be in the exercise of the execu- 
tive authority shall continue therein until the de- 
termination of such contested election, amd until a 
governor shall be [duly} qualified as aforesaid. 

Sec. XV. [The secretary of the commonwealth 
shall keep a fair register of all the official acts an 
proceedings of the governor, and shall when re- 
quired lay the same and all papers, minutes and 
vouchers relative thereto before either branch of 
the legislature, and shall perform such other duties 
as shall be enjoined by law. 

ARTICLE III. é 

Sec. I. [In elections by the citizens, every 
white freeman of the age of twenty-one years, 
having resided in this state one year, and in the 
election district where he offers to vote, ten days 
immediately preceding such election, and within 
two years paid a state or county tax, which shall 
have been assessed at least ten days before the 
election, shall enjoy the rights of anelector. But 
a citizen of the United States, who had previously 
been a qualified voter of this state, and removed 
therefrom and returned, and who shall have resided 
in the election district, and paid taxes as aforesaid, 
shall be entitled to vote, after residing in the state 
six months:} Provided, [That white freemen, citi- 
zens of the United States, between the ages of 
twenty-one and twenty-two years, and having re- 
sided in the state one year, and in the election dis- 
trict ten days as aforesaid, shall be entitled to a 
vote, although they shall not have paid taxes.] 

Sec. II. All elections shall be by ballot, except 
those by persons in their representative capaci- 
ties, who shall vote viva voce. 

Sec. III. Electors shall in all cases, except trea- 
son, felony, and breach of surety of the peace, be 
privileged from arrest during their attendance on 
elections, and in going to and returning from them. 


ARTICLE Iv. (Unaltered.) 

Sec. I. The house of representatives shali have 
the sole power of impeaching. 

Sec. If. All inpeachments shall be tried by the 
senate. When sitting for that purpose, the sena- 
tors shall be upon oath or affirmation. No persen 
shall be convicted, without the concurrence of two- 
thirds of the members present. 

Sec. III. The governor, and all other civil offi- 
cers under this commonwealth, shall be liable to 
impeachment for any misdemeanor in office; judg- 
ment in such cases, shall not extend further than to 
removal from office, and disqualification to hold any 
office of honor, trust, or profit, under this common- 
wealth; the party, whether convicted or acquitted, 
shall, nevertheless, be liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment, and punishment, according to law. 

ARTICLE V. 

Sec. I. The judicial power of this commonwealth 
shall be vested in a supreme court, in courts of 
oyer and terminer and general jail delivery, in a 
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court of common pleas, orphans’ court, register’s 
court, and a court of quarter sessions of the peace 
for each county, in justices of the peace, and in 
such other courts as the legislature may from time 
to time establish. 

Sec. If. [The judges of the supreme court, of 
the several courts of common pleas, and of such 
other courts of record as are or shall be established 
by law, shall be nominated by the governor, and by 
and with the consent of the senate, appointed and 
commissioned by him. The judges of the supreme 
court shall hold their offices for the term of fifteen 

ears, if they shall so long behave themselves well. 

he president judges of the several courts of com- 
mon pleas, and of such other courts of record as 
are or shall be established by law, and all other 
judges required to be learned in the law, shall hold 
their offices for the term of ten years, if they shall 
so long behave themselves well. 

The associate judges of the courts of common 
pleas shall hold their offices for the term of five 

ears, if they shall so long behave themselves well. 

ut for any reasonable cause, which shall not be 
sufficient ground for impeachment, the governor 
may remove any of them on the address of two- 
thirds of each branch of the legislature. The 
judges of the supreme court, and the presidents of 
the several courts of common pleas, shall at stated 
times receive for their services an adequate com- 
pensation to be fixed by law, which shall not be 
diminished during their continuance in office; but 
they shall receive no fees or perquisites of office, 
nor hold any other office of profit under this com- 
monwealth.] : 

Sec. III. [Until otherwise directed by law, the 
courts of common pleas shall continue as at present 
established. Not more than five counties shall at 
any time be included in one judicial district organ- 
ized for said courts. ] 

Sec. [V. The jurisdiction of the supreme court 
shall extend over the state; and the judges thereof 
shall, by virtue of their offices, be justices of oyer 


and terminer and general jail delivery in the several 
counties. 


Sec. V. The judges of the court of common 
pleas, in each county, shall, by virtue of their offi- 
ces, be justices of oyer and terminer and general 
jail delivery, for the trial of capital and other of- 
fenders therein: any two of said judges, the presi- 
dent being one, shall be a quorum; but they shall 
not hold a court of oyer and terminer, or jail de- 
livery, in any county, when the judges of the su- 
preme court, or any of them, shall be sitting in the 
same county. The party accused, as well as the 
commonwealth, may under such regulations as shall 
be prescribed by law, remove the indictment and 
proceedings, or a transcript thereof, into the su- 
preme court. 

Sec. VI. The supreme court, and the several 
courts of common pleas, shall, beside the powers 
heretofore usually exercised by them, have the 
powers of a court of chancery, so far as relates to 
the perpetuating of testimony, the obtaining of evi- 
dence from places not within the state, and the care 
of the persons and estates of those who are non 
compos mentis. And the legislature shall vest in the 
said courts such other powers to grant relief in 
equity, as shall be found necessary, and may from 
time to time, enlarge or diminish those powers or 
vest them in such other courts as they shall judge 
proper for the due administration of justice. 

Sec. VII. The judges of the court of common 
pleas of each county, any two of whom shall be a 
quorum, shall compose the quarter sessions of the 
peace, and orphans’ court thereof; and the register 
of wills, together with the said judges, or any two 


of them, shall compose the register’s court of each 
county. 


Sec. VIII. The judges of the courts of common 
pleas shall, within their respective counties, have 
like powers with the judges of the supreme court, 
to issue writs of certiorari to the justices of the 
peace, and to cause their proceedings to be brought 


efore them, and the like right and justice to be 
done. 


Sec. IX. The president of the court in each cir- 
cuit within such circuit, and the judges of the 
court of common pleas within their respective 
counties, shall be justices of the peace, so far as 
relates to criminal matters. 

Sec. X. A register’s office, for the probate of 
wills and granting letters of administration, and an 
office for the recording of deeds, shall be kept in 
each county. 

Sec. XI. The style of all process shall be “The 
Commomwealth of Pennsylvania.” All prosecu- 
tions shall be carried on in the name and by the au- 
thority of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 


conclude ‘against the peace and dignity of the 
same.”’ 








ARTICLE VI. 

Sec. 1. Sheriffs and coroners shall, at the times 
and places of election of representatives, be cho- 
sen by the citizens of each county. [One person 
shall be chosen for each office, who] shall be [com- 
missioned] by the governor. They shall hold their 
offices for three years, if they shall so long behave 
themselves well, and until a successor be duly 
qualified; but no person shall be twice chosen or 
appointed sheriff in any term of six years. Va- 
cancies in either of the said offices shall be filled by 
an appointment from the governor, to continue un- 
til the next general election, and until a successor 
shall be chosen and qualified as aforesaid. 

Sec. II. The freemen of this commonwealth shall 
be armed [organized] and disciplined for its de- 
fence, eyes and in such manneras may be direct- 
ed by law.] Those who conscientiously scruple 
to bear arms, shall not be compelled to do so, but 
but shall pay an equivalent for personal service. 

Sec. IIJ. [Prothonotaries of the supreme court 
shall be appointed by the said court for the term of 
three years, if they so long behave themselves well. 
Prothonotaries and clerks of the several other 
courts, recorders of deeds, and registers of wills, 
shall at the times and places of election of repre- 
sentatives be elected by the qualified electors of 
each county, or the districts over which the juris- 
diction of said courts extends; and shall be com- 
missioned by the governor. They shall hold their 
offices for three years, if they shall so long behave 
themselves well, and until their successors shall be 
duly qualified. The legislature shall provide by 
law the number of persons in each county who 
shall hold said offices, and how many, and which of 
said offices, shall be held by one person. Vacancies 
in any of the said offices shall be filled by appoint- 
ments to be made by the governor, to continue un- 
til the next general election, and until successors 
shall be elected and qualified as aforesaid. 

Sec. IV. Prothonotaries, clerks of the peace and 
orphans’ courts, recorders of deeds, registers of 
wills and sheriffs, shall keep their offices in the 
county town of the county in which they, respec- 
tively, shall be officers, unless, when the governor 
shall, for special reasons, dispense therewith, for 
any term not exceeding five years after the county 
shall have been erected. 

Sec. V. All commissions shall be in the name and 
by the authority of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, and be sealed with the state seal, and 
signed by the governor. 

Sec. VI. [A] state treasurer shall be [elected] 
annually, by joint vote of [both branches of the 
legislature. ] 

Sec. VII. [Justices of the peace, or aldermen, 
shall be elected in the several wards, boroughs and 
townships, at the time of the election of consta- 
bles, by the qualified voters thereof, in such num- 
ber as shall be directed by law, and shall be com- 
missioned by the governor fora term of five years. 
But no township, ward or borough shall elect more 
than two justices of the peace oraldermen without 
the consent of a majority of the qualified electors 
within such township, ward or borough. ] 


Sec. VIII. [All officers whose election or ap- 
pointment is not provided for in this constitution, 
shall be elected or appointed as shall be directed by 
law. No person shall be appointed to any office 
within any county, who shall have not been a citi- 
zen and an inhabitant therein one year next before 
his appointment, if the county shall have been so 
long erected; but if it shall not have been so long 
erected, then within the limits of the county or 
counties out of which it shall have been taken. No 
member of congress from this state, or any person 
holding or exercising any office of appointment of 
trust or profit under the United States, shall at the 
same time hold or exercise any office in this state, 
to which a salary is, or fees or perquisites are by 
law annexed: and the legislature may by law de- 
clare what state officers are incompatible. No 
member of the senate or of the house of represen- 
tatives shall be appointed by the governor to any 


office during the term for which he shall have been 
elected. ] 


Sec. IX. [All officers for a term of years shall 
hold their offices for the term respectively specifi- 
ed, only on the condition that they so long behave 
themselves well; and shall be removed on convic- 


tion of misbehavior in office, or of any infamous 
crime. ] 


Sec. X. [Any person who shall, after the adop- 
tion of the amendments proposed by this conven- 
tion to the constitution, fight a duel, or send a 
challenge for that purpose, or be aider or abetter in 
fighting a duel, shall be deprived of the right of 
holding any office of honor or profit in this state, 
and shall be punished otherwise in such manner as 


oo, 
—— 


tive may remit the said offence and all its disquali. 


fications. } 
ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. I. The legislature shall, as soon as conve 
iently may be, provide, by law, for the establish, 
ment of schools throughout the state in such ine ; 
ner that the poor may be taught gratis. ™ 

Sec. II. The arts and sciences shall be promoted 
in one or more seminaries of learning. | 

Sec. III. The rights, privileges, immunities ay 
and estates of religious societies and corporate bo. 
dies, shall remain as if the constitution of tj, 
state had not been altered or amended. 

Sec. IV. [The legislature shall not invest ap 
corporate body or individual with the Privilege of 
taking private property for public use, without re. 
quiring such corporation or individual to make 
compensation to the owners of said property, o; 
give adequate security therefor, before such pro- 
perty shall be taken.] 


ARTICLE VIII. 

Members of the general assembly, and all off. 
cers, executive and judicial; shall be bound } 
oath or affirmation to support the constitution of 
this commonwealth and to perform the duties of 
their respective offices with fidelity. 

That the general, great and essential principles 
of liberty and free government, may be recognized 
and unalterably established, we declare, 

Sec. I. That all men are born equally free and 
independent, and have certain inherent and inde. 
feasible rights; among which are those of enjoying 
and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, pos. 
sessing and protecting property and reputation, and 
of pursuing their own happiness. 

Sec. II. Thatall power is inherent in the people, 
and all free governments are founded on their au. 
thority, and instituted for their peace, safety, and 
happiness: For the advancement of those ends, 
they have at all times an unalienable and indefeasi- 
ble right to alter, reform, or abolish their govern- 
ment in such manner as they may think proper. 

Sec. III. That all men have a natural and inde- 
feasible right to worship Almighty God according 
to the dictates of their own consciences; that no 
man can, of right, be compelled to attend, erect or 
support any place of worship, or to maintain any 
ministry against his consent; that no human autho- 
rity can,in any case whatever, control or interfere 
with the rights of conscience; and that no prefer- 
ence shall ever be given by law, to any religious 
establishments or modes of worship. 

Sec. IV. That no person who acknowledges the 
being of a God and a future state of rewards and 
punishments, shall, on account of his religious sen- 
timents, be disqualified to hold any office, or place 
of trust or profit under this commonwealth. 

Sec. V. That elections shall be free and equal. 

Sec. VI. That trial by jury shall be as hereto- 
fore, and the right thereof remain inviolate. 

Sec. VII. That the printing presses shall be free 
to every person who undertakes to examine the 
proceedings of the legislature or any branch of the 
government: and no law shall be made to restrain 
the right thereof. The free communication of 
thoughts and opinions is one of the invaluable 
rights of man; and every citizen may freely speak, 
write and print on any subject, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty. In prosecutions 
the publication of papers, investigating the officia 
conduct of officers, or men in a public capacity, 
where the matter published is proper for public !- 
formation, the truth thereof may be given in evr 
dence, and, in all indictments for libels, the J") 
shall have a right to determine the law and the 
facts under the direction of the courts as in othet 
cases. ul 

Sec. VIII. That the people shall be secure!" 
their persons, houses, papers and possessions, a 
unreasonable searches and seizures, and that od 
warrant to search any place, or to seize any ng 
or things, shall issue without describing them . 
nearly as may be, hor without probable cause, SY! 
ported by oath or affirmation. the 

Sec. IX. That in all criminal prosecutions, is 
accused hath a right to be heard by himself an¢ 4 
counsel, to demand the nature and cause of the “4 
cusation against him, to meet the witness face 
face, to have compulsory process for obtaining | ‘ 
nesses in his favor, and in prosecutions by oath 
ment or information, a speedy trial by an 1m Pe iled 
jury of the vicinage: That he cannot be Tr a 
to give evidence against himself, nor can me * the 
prived of his life, liberty or property, meee 5 
judgment of his peers or the law of the ee of 

Sec. X. No person shall, for any indictap’’ 

inst criminally by inform 
} fence, be proceeded against cr} yor naval 
tion, except in cases arising In the lan os 


the time of war-or 








is, or may be prescribed by law; but the execu-: 
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————— s 
arson shall for the same offence be twice put 


No pers life or limb; nor shall any man’s 
in jeoparey ribet, or aniplied to public ase; with- 
ne consent of his representatives, and without 
out to pensation being made. 
yst compen & 
i gec. SI. That all courts shall be open, and every 
for an injury done him in his lands, goods, 
ren or reputation, shall have remedy by the due 
e130? of law, and the right and justice adminis- 
eed without sale, dental o¢ delay. . Suits may be 
a ‘nt against the commonwealth in such manner, 
ae courts, and in such cases, as the legisla- 
pat may, by law, direct. 

Sec, XII: That no power of suspending laws 
ehall be exercised, unless by the legislature, or its 
area ste That excessive bail shall not be re- 
nired, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel pun- 
jshments inflicted. 

Sec. XIV. That all prisoners shall be bailable 
by sufficient sureties, unless for capital offences, 
when the proof is evident or ners ean great: 
and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall 
not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebel- 
jon or invasion the public safety may require it. 

Sec. XV. That no commission of oyer and ter- 

miner or jail delivery shall be issued. 
Sec. XVI. That the person of a debtor, where 
there is not strong presumption of frand shall not 
be continued in prison after delivering up his es- 
tate for the benefit of his creditors in such manner 
as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. XVII. No ex post facto law, nor any law 


Mei ntracts sfall be made. 
eX VIIL. No person shall be attainted of trea- 


ny DY the legislature. 

. “ gid That no Sttainder shall work corrup- 
jioa of blood; nor, except during the life of the 
offender, forfeiture of estate to the commonwealth: 
that the estates of such persons as shall destroy 
their own lives, shall descend or vest as in case of 
natural death; and if any person shall be killed by 
casualty, there shall be no forfeiture by reason 
thereof. 

Sec. XX. That the citizens have a right in a 
peaceable manner, to assemble together for their 
common good, and to apply to those invested with 
the powers of government for redress of grievances, 
or other proper purposes, by petition, redress or re- 
monstrance. 

Sec. XXI. That the right of the citizens to bear 
arms, in defence of themselves and the state, shall 
not be questioned. . 

Sec. XXII. That no standing army shall, in time 
of peace, be kept up, without the consent of the 
legislature; and the military shall in all cases and 
at all times be in strict subordination to the eivil 
power. 

Sec. XXIII. No soldier shall, in time of peace, 
be quartered in any house, without the consent of 
the owner, norin time of war but in a manner to be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. XXIV. That the legislature shall not grant 
any title of nobility or hereditary distinction, nor 
create any office the appointment to which shall 
be for a longer term than during good behaviour. 

See. XX V. That emigration from the state shall 
not be prohibited. 

Sec. XX VI. To guard against transgressions of 
the high powers which we have delegated, we de- 
clare, that every thing in this article is excepted 
out of the general powers of government, and shall 
forever remain inviolate. 

ARTICLE IX. 

[Any amendment or amendments to this consti- 
tution, may be proposed in the senate or house of 
representatives, and if the same shall be agreed to 
by a majority of the members elected to each 
house, such proposed amendments shall be entered 
on their journals with the yeas and nays taken 
thereon, and the secretary of the commonwealth 
shall cause the same to be published three months 
before the next election, in at least one newspaper 
in every county in which a newspaper shall be es- 
tablished; and if in the legislature next afterwards 
chosen, such proposed amendment or amendments 
shall be agreed to by a majority of the members 
elected to each house, the secretary of the com- 
monwealth shall cause the same again to be pub- 
lished in manner’ aforesaid and such proposed 
amendment or amendments shall be submitted to 
the people in such manner, and at such time, at 
least three months after being so agreed to by the 


two houses, as the legislature shall prescribe; and 
if the people shall approve and ratify such amend- 
ment or am-niments by a majority of the qualified 
voters of this state voting thereon, such amend- 
ment or amendments shall become a part of the 
constitution, but ro amendment or amendments 
shall be submitted to the people oftener than once 


in five years: Provided, that if more than one 


amendment be submitted, they shall be submitted 
in such manner and form, that the people may vote 
for or against each amendment separately and dis- 
tinctly. 

SCHEDULE. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the al- 
terations and amendments in the constitution of 
this commonwealth, and in order to carry the same 
into complete operation, it is hereby declared and 
ordained, that 

1. All laws of this commonwealth in force at the 
time when the said alterations and amendments in 
the said constitution shall take effect, and not in- 
consistent therewith, and all rights, prosecutions, 
actions, claims and contracts, as well of individuals 
as of bodies corporate, shall continue as if the said 
alterations and amendments had not been made. 

2. The alterations and amendments in the said 
constitution shall take effect from the Ist day of 
January, 1839. 

3. The clauses, sections and articles of the said 
constitution which remain unaltered, shall continue 
to be construed and have effect, as if the said con- 
stitution had not been amended. ; 

4. The general assembly, which shall convene in 
December, 1838, shall continue its session, as here- 
tofore, notwithstanding the provision in the eleventh 
section of the first article, and shall at all times be 
regarded as the first general assembly under the 
amended constitution. 

5. The governor, who shall be elected in Octo- 
ber, 1836, shall be inaugurated on the 3d Tuesday 
in January, 1839; to which time the present exe- 
cutive term is hereby extended. 

6. The commissions of the judges of the supreme 
court, who may be in office on the Ist day of Janu- 
ary next shall expire in the following manner:— 
The commission which bears the earliest date shall 
expire on the Ist day of January, anno domini 
1842: the commission next dated shall expire on the 
Ist day of January, anno domini 1845: the commis- 
sion next dated shall expire on the Ist day of 
January, anne domini 1848: the eommission next 
dated shall expire on the Ist day of January, anno 
domini 1851: and the commission last dated shall 
expire on the Ist day of January, anno domini 
1854. 

7. The commissions of the president, judges of 
the several judicial districts, and of the associate 
law judges of the first judicial district, shall expire 
as follows: The commissions of one half of those 
who shall have held their offices ten years or more, 
at the adoption of the amendments to the constitu. 
tion, shallexpire on the 27th day of February, 
1839: the commission of the other half of those 
who shall have held their offices ten years or more, 
at the adoption of the amendments to the constitu- 
tion, shall expire on the 27th day of February, 
1842: the first half to embrace those whose com- 
mission shall bear the oldest date. The commis- 
sions of all the remaining judges who shal? not 
have held their offices for ten years at the adoption 
of the amendments to the constitution, shall expire 
on the 27th day of February next, after the end of 
ten years from the date of their commissions. 

8. The recorders of the several mayors’ courts, 
and other crimina} courts in this commonwealth, 
shall be appointed for the same time, and in the 
same manner as the president judges of the several 
judicial districts: of those now in office, the com- 
mission oldest in date shall expire on the 27th day 
of February, 1841, and the others every two years 
thereafter, according to their respective dates; those 
oldest in date expiring first. 

9. The legislature at its first session under the 
amended constitution, shall divide the other asso- 
ciate judges of the state into four classes. The 
commissions of those of the first class shall expire 
on the 27th day of February, 1849: of those of the 
second class on the 27th day of February, 1841: 
of the third class on the 27th day of February, 
1842: and those of the fourth class on the 27th day 
of February, 1843. The said classes, from the first 
to the fourth, shall be arranged according to the 
seniority of the commissions of the several judges. 

10. Prothonotaries, clerks of the several courts, 
(except of the supreme court,) recorders of deeds, 
and registers of wills, shall be first elected under 
the amended constitution, at the election of repre- 
| sentatives in the year 1839, in such manner as may 
| be prescribed by law. 

11. The appointing power shall remain as here- 
tofore, and all officers in the appointment of the 
executive department shall continue in the exer- 
cise of the duties of their respective offices, until 
the legislature shall pass such laws as may be re- 
quired by the eighth section of the sixth article of 
the amended constitution, and until appointments 
shall be made under such laws; unless their com- 
missions shall be superceded by new appointments, 





or shall sooner expire by their own limitations, or 


the said offices shall become vacant by death or 
resignation, and such laws shall be enacted by the 
first legislature under the amended constitution. 
12. The first election for aldermen and justice of 
the peace shall be held in the year 1840, at the 
time fixed for the election of constables. The le- 
gislature at its firstsession, under the amended con- 
stitution, shall provide for said election, and for 
subsequent similar elections. The aldermen and 
justices of the peace now in commission, or who 
may in the interim be ee shall continue to 
discharge the duties of their respective offices until 
filteen days after the day which shall be fixed by 
law for the issuing of new commissions, at the ex- 
piration of which time their commissions shall ex- 
ire. 

: In testimony that the foregoing is the amended 
constitution of Pennsylvania, as agreed to in con- 
vention, we, the officers and Bap, of the con- 
vention, have hereunto signed our names, at Phila- 
delphia, the 22d day of February, anno domini 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and 
of the independence of the United States of Ameri- 
ca the sixty-second. 

JOHN SERGEANT, President. 


Daniel Agnew, Wm. Ayres, M. W. Baldwin, 
Ephraim Banks, John Y. Barclay, Jacob Barndol- 
lar, Chas. A. Barnitz, Andrew Bedford, Thomas 8. 
Bell, James Cornell Biddle, Lebbeus L. Bigelow, 
Sam]. C. Bonham, Chas. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Wm. Brown, Pierce Butler, Samuel Carey, John 
Cummin, Thomas 8. Cunningham, Wm. Curil, Jos. 
R. Chandler, John Chandler, George Chambers, 
Ch. Chauncey, Nathaniel Clapp, Jas. Clarke, John 
Clarke, Wm. Clark, A. J. Cline, Lindley Coates, 
R. E. Cochran, Thomas P. Cope, Joshua F. Cox, 
Walter Craig, Rich. M. Crain, G. T. Crawford, 
Cornelius Crum, Wm. Darlington, Benj. Martin, 
John J. M’Cahen, E. T. M’Dowell, Jas. M’Sherry, 
Mark Darrah, Harmar Denny, John Dickey, Joshua 
Dickerson, Jacob Dillinger, Jas. Donagan, J. R. 
Donnell, Joseph M. Doran, James Dunlop, Thos. 
Earle, D. M. Farrelly, Robert Fleming, Walter 
Forward, John Foulkrod, Joseph Fry, John Fuller, 
John A. Gamble, Wm. Gearhart, David Gilmore, 
Virgil Grenell, Wm. L. Harris, Thomas Hastings, 
Ezra 8. Hayhurst, Wm. Hays, Abm. Helffenstein, 
M. Henderson, Wm. Henderson, Wm. Heister, 
Wm. High, Jos. Hopkin3zon, John Houpt, Jabez 
Hyde, C. J. Ingersoll, Phs. Jenks, Geo. M. Keim, 
James Kennedy, Aaron Kerr, Jos. Konigmacher, J. 
Krebs, H. G. Long, David Lyons, A. Magee, Joel 
K. Mann, W. M. Meredith, James Merrill, Levi 
Merkel, J. Montgomery, C. Meyers, D. Nevin, 
Wm. Overfield, Hiram Payne, M. Pennypacker, 
Jas. Porter, J. Madison Porter, S. A. Purviance, 
E. C. Reigart, A. H. Read, G. W. Riter, Ino. Rit- 
ter, H. G. Rogers, Samuel Royer, Jas. M. Russell, 
Daniel Sacger, Inhn M. Scott, Tobias Sellers, G. 
Seltzer, Geo. Serrill, Henry Scheetz, Geo. Shilleto, 


T.H. Sill, Geo. Smith, Wm. Smyth, Jos. Snively, 
Jno. B. Sterigere, Jacob Stickel, Ebenezer ; 
Sturdevant, Thomas Taggart, Morgan J. Thomas, 
James Todd, Thomas Weaver, Jacob W. Weidman, 
R. G. White, G. W. Woodward, R. Young. 


( Attest.) S. Suocn, Secretary. 
GeorceE L. Favss, Ass’t Seer? 

J. WILLIAMS, oT 

[Amendments between brackets.]} 





GENERAL SCOTT. 


It gives us much pleasure to lay before our readers 
the manly and soldier-like communication of general 
Scott to colonel Hughes, commanding her majesty’s 
forces on the Niagara frontier. Although a spirit of 
becoming courtesy and forbearance pervades the 
letter, yet it has all the attributes which have hitherto 
denoted the lofty American character of the writer. 
Its tone and sentiments afford an ample refutation of 
the false and malicions charges against general Scott, 
made by speaker McNabb, and the members of the 
provincial house of assembly. (Alex. Gaz 


From the Montreal Gazette of the 24th ult. 


Headquarters, eastern division U. S. army, 
Buffalo, Jan, 29, 1838. 


Sir: I had the honor-to reeeive, by the hand of 
captain Maiiland, your letter of the 16th inst. which 
enclosed one of the same date from captain Drew, of 
the royal navy, and I have since received the com- 
munication of colonel McNabb, commanding her 
majesty’s militia and naval forces on the Niagara 
frontier, dated the 18th. 

I begged capt. Maitland to offer you my numerous 
and pressing engagements, as an apology for not 
giving, at the time, 2 more formal acknowledgment 
of the first and second notes: and the same apology 
was repeated through captain Glasgow, whom I have 





since had the pleasure te receive as a visiter. yi 
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Both captains Maitland and Glasgow had opportu- 
nities (and I was pleased that it was so) to witness 
the character of my occupations, which had for thei: 
object the defeat, by harmonizing all the authorities, 
civil and military, both of the general and state gov- 
ernments, of the hostile expedition on foot, within 
our jurisdiction, against her majesty’s neighboring 
provinces, 

From the measures taken, and ready to be applied, 
I am happy to repeat what I orally communicated 
through captains Maitland and Glasgow, that I en- 
tertain a well grounded hope that we shall be able to 
prevent the embarkation of any considerable portion 
of the men and arms of that expedition on this side 
of Cleveland; and brig. gen. Brady, U. S. army, 
under my command at Detroit, has taken measures, 
in conjunction with his excelleney the governor of 
Michigan, to maintain the obligations of neutrailty 
in that quarter. 

At this place, I think, we shall be able to prevent 
any hostile embarkation; and the steamer Barcelona 
has already been out, and will proceed again, the 
moment the wind shall permit, with a detachment of 
the United States troops, and the proper civil officers, 
as high up the lake as Dunkirk, loo ing into Catta- 
raugus and Silver creeks on the way. Another anda 
better steamer, the Robert Fulton, will follow to- 
night, or early in the morning, with a large detach- 
ment, The latter may go as far as Detroit, and cer- 
tainly, the weather permitting, as high as Cleveland. 
The object of both boats and detachments is the same 
—to prevent the embarkation of the hostile expe- 
dition. 

As was explained to captains Maitland and Glas- 
gow, my powers to effect that object have been much 
enlarged since I had the honor to address you my 
former note, and we (the civil authorities and my- 
self) are daily in expectation of receiving a new act 
of congress, giving us yet more ample authority. 

The steamer New England, lying in this port, and 
understood to be engaged to take off portions of the 
hostile cxpedition from points above, we hope to find 
the means of detaining. I have, in the act of writ- 
ing this sentence, the further hope of hiring and tak- 
ing her into the service of the United States. 

ive these details in the spirit of national amity, 
and in the sincere hope that the neutral relations of 
the two countries may long be maintained. 

It is with reluctance that I advert, and I shall 
merely advert, to certain points in the three commu- 
nications acknowledged above. 

I cannot stipulate, as you have proposed, as the 
pe of your Art the sovereignty of the Uni- 

ed States, “‘to stop the Barcelona, or any vessel 
which may be employed in the same cause, and have 
her examined, to ascertain whether or not they may 
have any of the rebels on board lately in arms upon 
Navy Island, or any of their arms or munitions of 
war,” and so I said orally, through captain Maitland, 
and added, that, while I should be happy to do all 
that our laws would permit to maintain our neutral 
relations with Great Britain, 1 had another high duty 
to perform—that of preventing, by all the means I 
could command, the violation of the sovereignty of 
the United States. 

I said, in my note of the 15th instant to the com- 
manding officer of the armed British vessels in the 
Niagara, that it gave me pain to perceive the armed 
vessels anchored in our waters, with the probable in- 
tention to fire upon the expedition moving within the 
same waters, and that I should be obliged to consid- 
er a discharge of shot or shell from or into our wa- 
ters, from the armed schooners of her majesty, as an 
act too seriously compromising the neutrality of the 
two nations. 

Capt. Drew, in the reply which I am thus acknow- 
ledging, has been pleased to mistake my point, and 
to raise another, which, certainly, in time of peace, 
no functionary in the United States will ever ques- 
tion, viz. the common right of both nations to navi- 
gate, in all their breadth, the waters of the Niagara. 

Col. McNabb (who will pardon me for not address- 
ing myself directly to him—indeed, I have not the 
time, without neglecting some urgent duty of neu- 
trality) has opened upon me a wide field of com- 
plaint and controversy. With what may be his pe- 
culiar views of international law as applicable to re- 
cent and present circumstances on this frontier, | 
have, in the way of discussion, nothing todo. That 
code is always open to me, and [ shall not fail, re- 
gardless of his admonitions, to apply it to current 
events. 

I will, however, state to you, in the spirit of ami- 
ty, that I knew when the steamer, the Barcelona, 
was, on the 15th, 16th, and 17th instant, passing up 
from Grand Isiand to this port, she had no part of the 
perenee or material of the hostile expedition on 

oard. 

Col. McNabb tells me that “but for an unfortu- 
nate misapprehension of the orders given by capt. 
Drew,” that vessel (she alope passed up) would 











have been assailed. More pacific than the colonel, 
I shall call that misapprehension a most fortunate 
event, and only cg that some equally kind influ- 
ence did not preside over the friendly relations of 
the two countries on the night of the unhappy affair 
of the Caroline. 

As to the alleged discharge of arms from grand 

Island, on the 13th instant, by a party of New York 
militia, upon the boat of lieut. Ems y, of the royal 
navy, and the correspendence which ensued be- 
tween col. McNabb and col. Ayres, of the New 
York militia, upon the subject, I have no knowledge 
except through col. McNabb. I shall inquire for 
that correspondence, and refer the whole subject for 
investigation to the proper state authority now pre- 
sent, only remarking at this time, that col. Ayres 
was not then, nor is yet, taken into the service of the 
United States, or under my command. I have no 
doubt that all that is proper will be done in the case, 
and to that end I shall give my attention. 
Gen. Arcularius, who has, I know not how, got 
into correspondence with her majesty’s authorities 
on this frontier, has, I believe, returned to Albany. 
He held no command on this frontier, either under 
the state or general government, being here, I learn, 
as the agent of the former, to claim and to get pos- 
session of certain arms purloined from the state arse- 
nals. Many of these cannon and muskets have 
already been recovered, and we hope soon to recover 
the remainder. 

I have received a note from Lewiston, stating that 
a ferry boat belonging to that place and Queenston, 
has for some cause or other, been detained on your 
side of the river, to the great inconvenience of our 
people in that neighborhood. I make no complaint 
on the subject, because I am ignorant of all the ma- 
terial circumstances ; but will suggest whether it 
may not contribute to the restoration of good feel- 
ings on both sides to permit the ferry boat to resume 
her usual trips, particularly as I think I can assure 
you all the navy Island people have advanced up 
the country to this place and beyond. 

I have the honor, &c. 
WINFIELD SCOTT. 

P. S. Ihave engaged the New England, and a 
party of troops has just gone down to take posses- 
sion of her. The hostile expedition can now obtain 
no boat this side of Erie. W. S. 


Col. C. Hucues, British army, commanding, &c, 





MR. WEBSTER’S SECOND SPEECH 


ON THE SUB-TREASURY BILL. 


Delivered in the Senate of the United States, March 
12, 1838. 


Mr. PrestpENT: Having at an early stage of 
the debate expressed, in a general manner, my op- 
position to this bill, I must find an apology for 
again addressing the senate, in the acknowledged 
importance of the measure, the novelty of its char- 
acter, and the division of opinion respecting it 
which is known to exist in both houses of congress. 

To be able, in this state of things, to give a pre- 
ponderance to that side of the question which I 
embrace, is, perhaps, more than 1 ought to hope; 
but I do not feel that I have done all which my duty 
demands, until I make another effort. 

The functions of this government which, in time 
of peace, most materially affect the happiness of 
the people, are those which respect commerce and 
revenue. The bill before us touches both these 
great interests. It proposes to act directly on the 
revenue and expenditure of government, and it is 
expected to act, also, indirectly, on commerce and 
currency ; while its friends and supporters alto- 
gether abstain from other measures, deemed by a 
great portion of congress and of the country, to be 
indispensably demanded by the present exigency. 

We have arrived, Mr. President, towards the 
close of a half century from the adoption of the 
constitution. During the progress of these years, 
our population has increased from three to four 
millions to thirteen or fourteen millions ; our com- 
merce, from little or nothing, to an export of a hun- 
dred and ninety millions, and an import of a hun- 
dred and twenty-eight and a half millions, in the 
year 1836. Our mercantile tonnage approaches 
near to two millions. We have a revenue, and an 
expenditure, of thirty millions a year. The man- 
ufactures of the country have attained very great 
importance, and, up to the commencement of the 
derangement of the currency, were in a prosperous 
and growing state. The produce of the fisheries 
has become vast; and the general production of 
the labor and capital of the country is increasing, 
far beyond all example in other countries, or other 
times, and has already reached an amount which, 
to those who have not investigated the subject, 
would seem incredible. 





The commerce of the United States, sir. js . 
over the globe. It pursues its objects ra 
and finds its -way into every port which the 
trade do not shut against its approach. 
the disadvantages of more costly material 
higher wages, and often in despite of une 
unfavorable commercial regulations of oth 
the enterprise, vigor, and gta J which dist’ 
guish our navigating interest, enable it to Show oy 
flag, in competition with the most favored and the 
most skilful, in the various quarters of the world 
In the mean time, internal activity does not 
loiter. New and useful modes of intercoy 
facilities of transportation are established, or are in 
progress, everywhere. Public works are projected 
and pushed forward, in a spirit, which grasps a 
high and vast objects, with a bold defiance of ajj 
expense. The aggregate value of the property of 
the country is augmented daily. A constant de. 
mand for new capital exists, although a debt has 
already been contracted in Europe, for sums aq. 
vanced to states, corporations, and individuals, fo, 
purposes connected with internal improvement. 
which debt cannot now be less thana hundred mij. 
lions of dollars. Spreading over a great extent 
embracing different climates, and with vast variety 
of products, we find an intensely excited spirit of 
industry and enterprise to pervade the whole coup. 
try ; while its external commerce, as I have alread 
said, sweeps Over allseas. We are connected with 
all commercial countries, and, most of all, with 
that which has established and sustained the most 
stupendous system of commerce and manufactures 
and which collects and dishurses an incredible 
amount of annual revenue; ald which uses, to 
this end, and as means of currency ai4 circylation 
a mixed money of metal and paper. ; 

Such a mixed system, sir, has also prevalog 
with us, from the beginning. Gold and silver, ana 
convertible bank paper, have always constituted 
our actual money. The people are used to this 
system. It has hitherto commanded their confi- 
dence, and fulfilled their expectations. We have 
had, in succession, two national banks; each fora 
period of twenty years. Local or state banks have, 
at the same time, been in operation; and no man of 
intelligence or candor can deny that, during these 
forty years, and with the operation of a national 
and these state institutions, the currency of the 
country, upon the whole, has been safe, cheap, 
convenient, and satisfactory. When the govern- 
ment was established, it found convertible bank 
paper, issued by state banks, already in circulation ; 
and with this circulation it did not interfere. The 
United States, indeed, had themselves established 
a bank, under the old confederation, with authority 
to issue paper. A system of mixed circulation, 
therefore, was exactly that system which this con- 
stitution, at its adoption, found already in existence. 
There is not the slightest evidence of any intention, 
in establishing the constitution, to overthrow or 
abolish this system, although it certainly was the 
object of the constitution to abolish bills of credit, 
and all paper intended for circulation, issued upon 
the faith of the states alone. Inasmuch as what: 
ever then existed, of the nature of money or cul- 
rency, rested on state legislation ; and as it was not 
possible that uniformity, general credit, and gen- 
eral confidence could result from local and sepa- 
rate acts of the states, there is evidence—I think 
abundant evidence—that it was the intention of the 
framers of the constitution to give to congress 4 
controlling power over the whole subject, to the 
end that there should be, for the whole country, 4 
currency of uniform value. Congress has hereto- 
fore exercised this authority, and fulfilled the cot 
responding duties, It has maintained, for forty 
years out of forty-nine, a national institution, Phe 
ceeding from its power, and responsible to the 
general government. With intervals of derange 
ment, brought about by war and other occurrel- 
ces, this whole system, taken altogether, has beet 
greatly successful in its actual operation. We have 
found occasion to create no difference between $0" 
ernment and people—between money for revenue, 
and money for the general use of the country.— 
Until the commencement of the last session, $°%" 
ernment had manifested no disposition to look 3 
for itself exclusively. What was good enough 4 
the people, was good enough for government. ie 
condescending and gracious preference had, be = 
that period, ever heen tendered to members wera 
gress, over other persons having claims upon <a 
erste: funds. Such a singular spectacle had ue’ 


na: . Ae id 
een exhibited, as an amicable, disinterested, 3 
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patriotic understanding, between those who ¥ 
vote taxes on the people, for the purpose ° the 
plenishing the treasury, and those who, from ian 
treasury, dispense the money back again at 
those who have claims on it. In_that respec 
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I know, in our long list of able heads of ;one or two generations. The abolition of the rights 
rh ats who has thought it a delicate and | of primogeniture ; the descent of property of every 
| ePral touch in financial administration, to be par- | sort to females as well as males; the cheap and 
s > 


‘nd and complaisant to the interest of 
ticularly nakers,—those who hold the tax-laying | 
pene the first whose great deference and cor- | 
dial regard for members of congress have led him 
rovide, for them, as the medium of payment 
é receipt, something more valuable than is pro- 
vided, at the same time, for the army, the navy, 
the judges, the revolutionary pensioners, and the 
yarious classes of laborers in the pay of govern- 
adh our whole history, sir, we have found 
3 convertible paper currency, under proper con- 
trol, highly useful, by its pliability to circumstan- 
ces, and by its capacity of enlargement, in a rea- 
sonable degree, to meet the demands of a new and 
enterprising community. AsI have already said, 
sir, we owe a permanent debt of a hundred mil- 
jions abroad ; and the present abundance of money 
in England, and the state of demand here, this 
amount will probably beincreased. But it must be 
evident to every one, that, so long as, by a safe use 
of paper, we give some reasonable expansion to | 
our own circulation, or at least do not reasonably | 
contract it, we do, to that extent, create or main- ' 
tain an ability for loans among ourselves, and so | 
far diminish the amount of annual interest paid 
broad. 
. But let me now, Mr. President, ask the attention 
of the senate to another subject, upon which, in- 
deed, much has already been said. I mean that 
which is usually called the CREDIT SYSTEM. 

Sir, what is that system? Why is credit a word 
of so much solid importance, and of so powerful 
charm,in the United States? Why is it that a 
shock has been felt through all classes and all in- 
terests, the first moment that this credit has been 
disturbed? Does its importance belong, equally, to 
allcommercial states? Or are there peculiarities 
in our condition, our habits, and modes of business, 
which make credit more indispensable, and mingle 
it more naturally, more intimately, with the life- 
blood of our system ? 

A full and philosophical answer to these inqui- 
ties, Mr. President, would demand that I should 
st forth both the ground- work and the structure of 
Our Secjal system. It would show that the wealth 
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easy means by which property is transferred and 
conveyed; the high price of labor; the low price 
of land; the genius of our political institutions; 
in fine, every thing belonging to us, counteracts 
large accumulation. This is our actual system.— 
Our politics, our constitutions, our elementar 
laws, our habits, all centre in this point, or tend to 
this result. From where I now stand, to the ex- 
tremity of the northeast, vastly the greatest part of 
the property of the country is in the hands and 
ownership of those whose personal industry is em- 
ployed in some form of productive labor. General 
competence, general education, enterprise, activity, 
and industry, such as never before pervaded any 
society, are the characteristics which distinguish 
the people who live, and move, and act in this 
state of things, such as I have described it. 

Now, sir, if this view be true, as I think it is, 
all must perceive that, inthe United States, capital 
connot say to labor and industry, ‘‘ stand ye yon- 
der, while I come up hither ;” but labor and indus- 
try lay hold on capital, break it into parcels, use it, 
ditfuse it widely, and, instead of leaving it to re- 
pose in its own inertness, compel it to act at once 
as their own stimulus and their own instrument. 

But, sir, this is not all. There is another view 
still more immediately affecting the operation and 
use of credit. In every wealthy community, how- 
ever equally property may be divided, there will 
always be some property-holders who live on its 





incoine. If this property be land, they live on 
rent; if it be money, they live on its interest. The 
amount of real estate held in this country on lease, 
is comparatively very small, except in the cities. 
But there are individuals and families, trustees and 
guardians, and various literary and charitable in- 
stitutions, who have occasion to invest funds for 








the purpose of annual moneyed income. Where 








Now, Mr. President, what I understand by the 
credit system is, that which thus connects laborand 
capital, by giving to labor the use of capital. In 
other words, intelligence, good character, and good 
morals bestow on those who have not capital, a 
power, a trust, aconfidence, which enables them to 
obtain it, and to employ it usefully for themselves 
and others. These active men of business build 


y | their hopes of success on their attentiveness, their 


economy, and theirintegrity. A wider theatre for 
useful activity is under their feet, and around them, 
than was ever spread before the eyes of the young 
aud enterprising generations of men, on any other 
spotenlightened by the sun. Before them is the 
ocean, Every thing in that direction invites them 
to efforts of enterprise and industry in the pursuits 
of commerce and the fisheries. Around them, on 
all hands, are thriving and prosperous manufac- 
tures; an improving agriculture, and the daily pre- 
sentation of new objects of internal improvement : 
while behind them is almost half a continent of the 
richest land, at the cheapest prices, under healthful 
climates, and washed by the most magnificent rivers 
that on any paitof the globe pay their homage to 
the sea. In the midst of all these glowing and 
glorions prospects, they are neither restrained by 
ignorance norsmitten down by the penurv of per- 
sonal circumstances. They are not compelled to 
contemplate, in hopelessness and despair, all the 
advantages thus bestowed on their condition by 
Providence. Capital though they may have little 
or none, CREDIT i da its place ; not as the re- 
fuge of the prodigal and the reckless; not as grati- 
fying present wants with the certainty of future 


absolute ruin; but asthe genius of honorable trust 


and confidence ; as the blessing, voluntarily offered 
to good character and to good conduct ; as the beni- 
ficent agent, which assists honesty and enterprise 
in obtaining comfort and independeice. 


Mr. President, take away this credit, and what 
remains? I do not ask what remains to the few, 








and prosperity of the country have as broad a foun- 
dation as its poplar constitutions. Undoubtedly 
there are peculiarities in that system, resulting 
from the nature of our poliieq] institutions, from 
our elementary laws, and from tro general charac- 
terof the people. These peculiatjes most un- 
questionably give to credit, or to those means and 


those arrangements, by whatever names we eall 


do they invest? Where can they invest? The \ put to the many? Take away this system of cre- 
answer to these questions shows at once a mighty | dit, and then tell me what is left for labor and in- 
difference between the state of things here, and 


thet 4a England dustry, but mere manual toil and daily drudgery ? 
produce a moneyed income, are mace in banks, 


Here, these investments, to | tf we adopta system that withdraws capital {rom 
insurance companies, 


active employment, do we not diminish the rates 
eanal and railroad cor- | 


; ie tg taser edie of wages? If we curtail the general business of 
porations, and other similar institutions. Placed | <ociety, does not every laboring man find his con- 
thus immediately in active hands, this capital, | dition’ grow daily worse? In the politics of the 
it is evident, becomes at once the basis of busi- day, sir, we hear much said about divorces; and 

.2 - . 4 | S ) Tre ¢ “ d Z 9 
ness; it gives occupation, pays labor, excites) when we abolish credit, we shall divorce labor 
enterprise, and performs, in short, all the functions {rom capital; and, depend on it, sir, when we di- 
of employed money. But, in England, invest- | yoree Jabor from capital, capital is hoarded, and 
ments for such purposes usually take another di- | jpop staryes. 
rection. There is, in England, a vast afuount of | The declaration, so often quoted, that «all who 
public stocks, as eight or nine hundred millions | mite ant handaiend/tebiielaatabddn iinet ites tie 
sterling of public debt actually exists, constituting, | ~~ — 5 , . 





them, which are calculated to keep the whole, or 


by far the greater part, of the capital of the coun- ‘the active capital and industry of the country. In| country. 


, f 'most aristocratic sentiment ever uttered in this 
to the amount of its annual interest, a charge on | - : . — ; 
‘ : 5 It is a sentiment which, if carried out 


try ina state of constant activity, a degree of im- | the hands of individuals, portions of this debt are | PY political arrangement, would condemn the great 


portance far exceeding what is experienced else- 
where. 

In the old countries of Europe there is a clear 
and well-defined line, between capital and labor: a 
line which strikes through society with a horizon- 
tal sweep, leaving onone side wealth, in masses, 
holden by few hands, and those having little par- 
ticipation in the laborious pursuits of life; on the 
other, the thronging multitudes of labor, with here 
and there, only, an instance of such accumulation 
of earnings as to deserve the name of capital.— 
This distinction, indeed, is not universal and abso- 
lute in any of the commercial states of Europe, 


and it grows less and less definite as commerce ad- | 


vances; the effect of commerce and manufactures, 
as all history shows, being every where, to diffuse 
Wealth, and not toaid its accumulation in few hands. 
But still the line is greatly more broad, marked, 
and visible in European nations, than in the United 


States. In those nations the gains of capital, and | 


Wages, or the earnings of labor, are not only dis- 
tinct in idea, as elements of the science of political 
economy, but, toa great degree, also, distinct in 
fact; and their respective claims, and merits, and 
modes of relati 
discussion and of public regulation. Now, sir, 
every body may see that that is a state of things 
Which does not exist with us. We have no such 
Visible and broad distinction between capital and 
labor; and much of the general happiness of all 
Classes results from this. With us, labor is every 
ay augmenting its means by its own industry ; 
not in all cases, indeed, but in very many. Its sa- 
Vings of yesterday become its capital, therefore, of 
to-day. ‘On the other hand, vastly the greater por- 
tion of the sroperty of the country exists in such 
Small quantities that its holders cannot dispense al- 
together with their own personal industry ; or if, 
in some instances, capital be accumulated till it 
digit to what may be called affluence, it is usually 
‘sintegrated and broken into particles again, in 





ive adjustment, become subjects of | 


capita, that is, they produce income to the pro- 
prietors, aed income without labor; while in a na- 
tional point of view, it is mere debt. What was 
was obtained for it, vr that on account of which it 


duous wars, which the country bas sustained, from 
the time of king William the third, to our own 
days. There are thousands of individuals, there- 
fore, whose fixed income arises, not from the active 
use of property, either in their own hands, or the 
hands of others, but from the interest on that part 
of this national charge to which they are entitled. 
If, therefore, we use the terin capita! not in the 
sense of political economy exactly, but as imply- 
ing whatever returns income to individuals, we 


as not to be the basis of active operations. 

To illustrate this idea further, sir, let us sup- 
| pose that, by some occurrence, (such as is certainly 
never to be expected,) this debt should be paid off ; 
suppose its holders were to receive, to-morrow, 


Why, sir, if they were obliged to loan the one- 
quarter part into the hands of the industrious classes, 
for the purposes of employment in active busi- 
/ness; andif this operation could be accompanied 
by the same intelligence and industry among the 
people which prevail with us, the result would do 
more toward raising the character of the laboring 
classes, than all reforms in parliament, and other 
general political operations. 
this debt had never been contracted; as if the 
money had never been spent, and now remained 
part of the ective capital of the country, employed 
in the business of life. Butthis debt, sir, has cre- 
ated an enormous amount of private property, upon 
the income of which its owners live, which does 
not require their own active labor or that of others. 











was contracted. bas been spent in the long and ar- | ® 


find an almost incalculable mass so circumstanced | P 


their full amounts; what would they do withthem? | 


It would be as if 


_majority of mankind to the perpetual condition of 
|mere day-laborers. 


’ It goes to take away from 
them all that solace and hope which arises from 
possessing something which they can call their 
wn. <A inan loves his own; it is fit and natural 
| that he should do so; and he will love his country 
land its institutions, if he have some stake in it, 
| although it be but a very small part of the general 
|mass of property. If it be but a cottage, an acre, 
a garden, its possession raises him, gives him self- 
respect, and strengthens his attachment to his coun- 
\try. Itisour happy condition, by the blessings of 
| providence, that alinost every man of sound health, 
industrious habits, and good morals, can ordinarily 
attain, at least, to this degree of comfort and res- 
ectability; and it isa result devoutly to be wish- 
ed, both for its individual anc its general conse- 
quences. 


But even to this degree of acquisition, that cre- 
dit, of which I have already said so much, (as its 
‘general effect is to raise the price of wages, and 
render industry productive,) is highly important. 
There is no condition so low, if it be attended 
with industry and economy, which this credit does 
not benefit, as any one will find, if he will exam- 
ine and follow out its operations. 


Such, Mr. President, being the credit system in 
the United States, as I understand it, I now add, 
that the banks have been the agents and their cir- 
culation the instrument, by which the general ope- 
rations of this credit have been conducted. Much 
of the capital of the country, placed at interest, is 
vested in bank stock, and those who borrow, bor- 
row at the banks: and discounts of bills, and an- 
| ticipation of payments, in all its forms, the regular 
ben appropriate duty of banks, prevail univer- 

sally. 
i the north, the banks have enabled the manu- 








We have no such debt; we have no such mode of | factnrers of all classes, to realize the proceeds of 
investment; and this circumstance gives quite a dif- | 
ferent aspect anda different reality to our condition. 


their industry at an early moment. The course 
|has been, that the producers of commodities for 
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southern consumption, having despatched their 
products, draw their bills, These bills are dis- 
counted at the banks, and with the proceeds other 
raw material is bought, and other labor paid; and 
thus the general business is continued in progress. 
All this is well known to those who have had op- 
portunity to be acquainted with such concerns. 

But bank credit has not been more necessary to 
the north than to the south. Indeed, no where has 
interest been higher, or the demand for capital 
greater, or the full benefit of credit more indispen- 
sable, than in the new cotton and sugar-growing 
states. I ask gentlemen from those states if this 
be not so? Have not the plantations been bought, 
and the necessary labor procured, to a great ex- 
tent, on credit? Has notthis credit been obtained 
at the banks? Even now do they not find credits, 
or advances on their crops, important in enabling 
them to get those crops to market? And if there 
had been no credit—if a hard-money system had 
prevailed, let. me ask them what would have been, 
at this moment, the condition of things in Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Arkansas? These 
states, sir, with Tennessee, and the south atlantic 
states, constitute the great plantation interest. 
That there has been a vast demand for capital to 
be invested in this interest, is sufficiently proved, 
by the high price paid for the use of money. 

In my opinion, sir, credit is as essential to the 

reat export of the south, as to any other interest. 

he agriculture of the cotton and sugar-producing 
states partakes, in no inconsiderable degree, of 
the nature of commerce. The product and sale of 
one great staple only, is an operation essentially 
different from ordinary farming pursuits. The ex- 
ports of the south, indeed, may be considered as 
the aggregate result of various forms and modes of 
industry, carried on by various hands, and in vari- 
ous places, rather than as the mere product of the 

lantation. That product itself is local; but its 
indispensable aids and means are drawn from every 
part of the union. What is it, sir, that enables 
southern labor to apply itself so exclusively to the 
cultivation of these great articles for export? Cer- 
tainly, it is so applied, because its own necessities 
for provision and clothing are supplied, meanwhile, 
from other quarters. The south raises to sell, and 
not to consume; and with the proceeds of the sales 
it supplies itself with whatever its own consump- 
tion demands. There are exceptions; but this is 
the general truth. The hat-makers, shoe-makers, 
furniture-makers, and carriage-makers of the north, 
the spinners at Lowell, and the weavers at Phila- 
delphia, are all contributors to the general product 
both of cotton and sugar, for export abroad; as 
are the live-stock raisers of Kentucky, the grain- 
growing farmers, and all who produce and vend pro- 
visions, in Indiana, Ohio and Illinois. The north- 
ern ship-owner and the mariner, who carry these 
products to market, are agents acting to the same 
end; and so are they too who, little thinking of 
cotton-fields, or sugar estates, are pursuing their 
adventurous employment in the whale fisheries, 
over the whole surface, and among all the islands, 
of the Pacific and the Indian oceans. If we take 
the annual cotton crop at sixty millions of dollars, 
we may, perhaps, find that the amount of forty- 
five millions is expended, either for interest on 
capital advanced, or forthe expense of clothing 
and supporting labor, orin the charges which be- 
long to the household, the education of families, 
and to the domestic expenditure of the propri- 
etor. 

Thus, sir, all the laborious classes, are, in truth, 
cotton-growers and sugar-makers. Each, in its 
own way, and to the extent of its own productive- 
ness, contributes to swell the magnitude of that 
enormous export, which was nothing at the com- 
mencement of this government, and which now 
has runup to somany millions. Through all these 
operations the stream of credit has constantly 
flowed, and there is not one of them that will not 
be checked and interrupted, embarrassed and 
thwarted, if this stream be now dried up. This 
connexion of the various interests of the country 
with one another forms an important and interest- 
ing topic. It is one of the natural ties of the 
union. The variety of production, and mutual 
wants mutually supplied, constitute a strong bond 
between different states; and long may that bond 
last, growing with their growth, and strengthening 
with their strength! 

But, Mr. President, that portion of our produc- 
tions which takes the furm of export, becomes dis- 
tinct and visible; it is prominent and striking, and 
is seen and wondered at, by every body. The 
annual returns all show it, and every day’s com- 
mercial intelligence speaks of it. We gaze at it 
with admiration, and the world is no less admiring 
than ourselves. 


With other branches of industry the case is quite, cess might find to act upon elsewhere, Mr. Presi- 





different. The products of these branches, being 
put in the train of domestic exchanges, and con- 
suined in the country, do not get into statistical ta- 
bles, are not collected in masses, and are seldom 
resented, in the aggregate,‘o the public view. 
hey are not of the character of a few large and 
mighty rivers, but of a thousand little streams, 
meandering through all the fields of business and 
of life, and refreshing and fertilizing the whole. 
Few of us, Mr. President, are aware of what 


would be the amount of the general production of 


the country, if it could be accurately ascertained. 
The legislature of Massachusetts, under the re- 
commendation of the intelligent chief magistrate 
of that state, has caused to be prepared and pub- 
lished areport on the condition and products of 
certain branches of its industry, for the year end- 
ing in April, 1837. The returns of the authorities 
of each city and town were made, apparently, with 
much care; and the whole has been collated by 
the secretary of state, and the result distinctly pre- 
sented in well-arranged statistical tables. From a 
summary of the statements in these tables, I will 
take the liberty of selecting a few articles, and of 
adverting to them here, as instnnces, or specimens, 
of the annual product of labor and industry in that 
state. 

And to begin with a very necessary and impor- 
tant article: I find, that of boots and shoes, the 
value of the whole amount manufactured witiin 
the year exceeds fourteen millions and a half of 
dollars. If the amount of other articles of the 
same class, or material, be added, viz: leather, sad- 
dles, trunks, harness, &c. the total will be not far 
from eighteen millions and a half of dollars. 

I will read the names of some other articles, 
and state the amount of annual product belonging 
to each: 


Cotton fabrics - - - $17,409,000 
Woollen fabrics’ - - - 10,399,000 
Fisheries - - - - - 7,592,000 
Books and stationery, and paper - 2,592,000 
Soap and candles - - - = 1,620,000 
Nails, brads, and tacks - - - 2,500,000 
Machinery of various kinds - - 1,235,000 
Agricultural implements - = 645,000 
Glass - - - - 831,000 
Hats - - - - - - 700,000 
Clothing, neckcloths,&e. - - 2,013,000 
Wool - =- - - oe; 2» 539,000 


These, sir, are samples. The grand total is 
ninety-one million seven hundred thousand dollars. 
From this, however, deductions are to be made for 
the cost of the raw material when imported, and 
for certain articles enumerated under diiferent 
heads. But, then, the whoie statement is confined 
to some branches of industry only ; and to present 
an entire and comprehensive view, there should be 
added the gains of commerce withinthe ye, the 
earnings of navigation, and almost the wilole agri- 
cultural product of the state. 

The result of all, if it could be collated and ex- 
hibited together, would skow that the annual pro- 
duct of Massachusetts capital and Massachusetts 
industry exceeds one hundred millions of dollars. 
Now, sir, Massachusetts is a small state, in extent 
of territory. You may mark out her dimensions 
seven or eight times on the map of Virginia. Yet 
her population is seven hundred thousand souls; 
and the annual result of their laborious industry, 
economy, and labor, is as I have stated. 

Mr. President, in looking over this result, it is 
most gratifying to find, that its great mass consists 
in articles equally essential and useful to all classes. 
They are not luxuries, but necessaries and co:nforts. 
They belong to food and clothing, to household 
conveniences, and education. As they are more 
and more multiplied, the great majority of society 
becomes more elevated, better instructed, and hap- 
pier in all respects. I have looked through this 
whole list, sir, to find what there is in it that might 
be fairly classed among the higher luxuries of life ; 
and what do [ find? In the whole hundred mil- 
lions, I find but one such item; and that is an item 
of two or three hundred thousand dollars for * jew- 
elry, silver, and silver-plate.” This is all that be- 
longs to laxury, in her annual product, of a hun- 
dred millions; and of this, no doubt, the far grea- 
ter portion was sent abroad. And yet we hear 
daily, sir, of the amassing of aristocratic wealth, 
by the progress of manufactures, and the operations 
of the credit system! Aristocracy, it is said, is 
stealing upon us, and, in the form of aggregate 
wealth, is watching to seize political power from 
the hands of the people! We have been more 
than once gravely admonished that, in order toim- 
prove the times, and restore a metallic currency 
for the benefit of the poor, the rich ought to melt 
down their plate! Whatever such a melting pro- 








ace 


dent, I assure you that in Massachusetts 
discover little. A few spoons, candlesti 
other similar articles, some old family pite 
tankards, and the silver porringers of o 
ries, would be about the whole. 

Sir, if there’be any aristocrats in Massachusett, 
the people are all aristocrats; because I do not i 
lieve there is on earth, in a highly civilized society 
a greater greed in the condition of men, that ex. 
ists there. If there be a man in the state who main. 
tains, what is called an equipage, or drives {oy, 
horses in his coach, I am not acquainted with him 
On the other hand, there are few who are not abi, 
to carry their wives and daughters to chureh j, 
some decent conveyance. It i¥ uo matter of regret 
or sorrow to us that few are very rich; but it is Our 
pride and glory that few are very poor. Itis oy, 
still higher pride, and our just boast, as I think, that 
all her citizens possess means of intelligence ana 
education; and that, of all her productions, sho 
reckons, among the very chiefest, those which 
spring from the culture of the mind and the heart 

Mr. President, one of the most striking charac. 
teristics of this age, is the extraordinary progress 
which it has witnessed in popular knowledge. 4 
new and powful impulse has been acting in the 0. 
cial | ao of late, producing this effect in a strike. 
ing degree. 

In morals, in politics, in art, in literature, there 
is a vast accession to the number of readers, and to 
the number of proficients. The present state of 
popular knowledge is not the result of a slow and 
uniform progress, proceeding through a lapse of 
years, with the same regular degree of motion. It 
is evidently the result of some new causes, brought 
into powerful action, and producing their conse. 
quences rapidly and strikingly. What, sir, are these 
causes? 

This is not an occasion, sir, for discussing such 
a question at length: allow me to say, however, 
that the impoved state of popular knowledge is but 
the necessary result of the improved condition of 
the great mass of the people. Knowledge is not one 
of our merely physical wants. Life may be sus- 
tained without it. But, in order to live, men must 
be fed, and clothed, and sheltered; and in a state of 
things in which one’s whole labor can do no mor 
than procure clothes, food, and shelter, he can '4V¢ 
no time nor means for mental improvement. “now- 
ledge, therefore, is not attained, and caruot be at- 
tained, till there is some degree of respite from daily 


manual toil, and never-cuding grusecty- But when- 
ever a less degree vt labor will produce the absolute 
necessaries of fife, then there comes leisure and 
means, bots to teach and to learn. 

But jfthis great and wonderful extension of pop- 
ular knowledge be the result of an improved con- 
dition, it may, in the next place, well be asked, 
what are the causes which have thus suddenly pro- 
duced that great improvement? How is it that the 
means of food, clothing, and shelter, are now s90 
much more cheaply and abundantly procured than 
formerly? Sir, the main cause I take to be the pro- 
gress of scientific art, or a new extent of the appli- 
cation of science to art. This it is, which las so 
much distinguished the last half century in Europe 
and America; and its effects are every where visi- 
ble, and especially among us. Man _ has found new 
allies and auxiliaries, in the powers of nature, and 
in the inventions of mechanism. 

The general doctrine of political economy is, that 
wealth consists in whatever is useful or convell- 
ient to man, and that labor is the producing caus? 
of all this wealth. This is very true. But, then, 
what is labor? In the sense of political writers, and 
in common language, it means human industry; but, 
in a philosophical view, it may receive a much 
more comprehensive meaning. It is not, in that 
view, human toil only—the mere action of (ews 
and muscles; but it is any active agency it ¥ 
working upon the materials with which the wor 
is supplied, brings forth products useful or con’ e- 
nient to man. The materials of wealth are in the 
earth, in the seas, and in their natural and unaided 
productions. Labor obtains them, works upon them, 
and fashions them to human use. Now, it has been 
the object of scientific art, or of the application © 
science to art, to increase this active agency, ‘0 
augment its power, by creating millions of git 
in the form of automatic machines, all to be ©! , 
gently employed, and kept at work by the force © 
natural powers. To this end these natural pow ~ 
principally those of steam and falling water, < 
subsidized and taken into human employmér 
Spinning machines, power-looms, and all ahaa 
chanical devices, acting, among other operatives: 
in the factories and work-shops, are but so wool 
laborers. They are usually denominated la wf 
saving machines, but it would be more just Mo he 
them labor-doing machines. They are made ects 
active agents; tohave motion, and to produce eer» 
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Se mal a 

j though without intelligence, they are guided 
. those laws of science, which are exact and per-. 
d they produce results, therefore, in general, 
fect, an yp . f 

re accurate than the human hand is capable o 
sroducing. When we look upon one of these, we 
Prhold a mute fellow-laborer, of immense power, 

f thematical exactness, and of ever-during and 
of ma : . 4 
unwearied effort. And while he is thus a most skil- 
ful and productive laborer, he is a none-consumer 
_at least, beyond the wants of his mechanical be- 
ing. He is not clamorous for food, raiment, or shel- 
ter, and makes no demands for the expenses of edu- 
cation. The eating and drinking, the reading and 
writing and clothes-wearing world, are benefited by 
the labors of these co-operatives, in the same way 
as if providence had provided for their service mil- 
lions of beings, like ourselves in external appear- 
ance, able to labor and to toil, and yet requiring 
little or nothing for their own consumption or sub- 
sistence; or rather, as if providence had created a 
race of giants, each of whom, demanding no more 
for his support and consumption than a common la- 
porer, should yet be able to perform the work of a 
hundred. 

Now, sir, turn back to the Massachusetts tables 
of production, and you will see that it is these auto- 
matic allies and co-operators, and these powers of 
nature, thus employed and placed under human di- 
rection, which have come, with such prodigious ef- 
fect, to man’s aid, il the great business of procuring 
the means of living, of comfort, and of wealth, and 
which have so swollen the products of her skilful in- 
dustry. Look at these tables once more, sir, and you 
will see the effects of labor, united with and acting 
upon capital. Look yet again, and your will see that 
credit, mutual trust, prompt and punctual dealings, 
and commercial confidence, are all mixed up as In- 
dispensable elements in the general system. 

I will ask you to look yet once more, sir, and you 
will perceive that general competence, great equality 
in human condition, a degree of popular knowledge 
and intelligence, no where suppassed, if any where 
equalled, and the prevalence of good moral senti- 
ment, and extraordinary general prosperity, is the 
result of the whole. Sir, I have done with Massa- 
chusetts. I do not praise the old “ Bay State’’ of the 
revolution; I only present her as she is. 

Mr. President, such is the state of things actually 
existing in the country, and of which I have now 
given you asample. And yet there are persons who 
constantly clamor against this state of things. They 
call it aristocracy. ‘They beseech the poor to make 
war upon the rich, while, in truth, they know not 
who are either rich or poor. ‘They complain of op- 
pression, speculation, and the pernicious influence of 
accumulated wealth. They cry out loudly against 
all banks and corporations, and all the means by 
which sinall capitals become united, in order to pro- 
duce important and beneficial results. ‘They carry 
on a mad hostility against all established institutions. 
They would choke up the fountains of industry, and 
dry all its streams. 

In a country of unbounded liberty, they clamor 
against oppression. In a country of perfect equal- 
ity, they would move heaven and earth against privi- 
lege and monoply. In a country where property is 
more equally divided than any where else, they rend 
the air with the shouting of agrarian doctrines. In 
acountry where the wages of labor are high beyond 
all parallel, and where lands are cheap, and the means 
of living low, they would teach the laborer that he 
is but an oppressed slave. Sir, what can such men 
want? What do they mean? They can want nothing, 
sir, but to enjoy the fruits of other men’s labor. They 
can mean nothing, but disturbance and disorder: the 
diffusion of corrupt principles, and the distruction of 
the morral sentiments and moral habits of society. 
A licentiousness of feeling and of action is some- 
umes produced by prosperity itself. Men cannot 
always resist the temptation to which they are ex- 
posed by the very abundance of the bounties of provi- 
dence and the very happiness of their own condition; 
as the steed, full of the pasture, will, sometimes, 
throw himself against its enclosures, break away 
rom its confinement, and, feeling pow free from 
needlees restraint, betake himself to the moors and 

arrens, where want, ere long, brings him to his 
Senses, and starvation and death close his career. 

Having said so much, sir, on the general condition 
of the country, and explained what I understand by 
credit, I proceed to consider the present actual state 
of the currency. 

The most recent treasury estimate, which I have 
seen, supposes that there are eighty millions of me- 
tallic money now in the country. This I believe, 
lowever, to be a good deal too high; I cannot be- 
leve it exceeds sixty, at most; and supposing one- 
half this sum to be in the banks, thirty millions are 
IN Circula‘ion, or in private hands. We have seven 

undred banks and branches, with capitals assigned 
for the security of their notes and bills, amounting to 


two hundred and eighty millions. The amount of 
bank notes in actual circulation is supposed to be 
one hundred millions; so that our whole circulation 
is about one hundred and thirty millions. The 
amount of debts due to the banks, or the amount of 
their loans and discounts, may be taken at four hun- 
dred and fifty miilions. 

Now, sir, this very short statement exhibits at once 
a general outline of our existing system of currency 
and credit. We see a great amount of money or 
property in banks, as their assigned and appropriate 
capital, and we see a great ainount due to these 
banks. These bank deptors generally belong to the 
classes of active business, or are such as have taken 
up credits for purposes of investment in lands or 
merchandize, looking to future proceeds as the me ins 
of repayment. If we compare this state of circu- 
lation, of bank capital and bank debt, with the same 
things in England, important differences will not fail 
to strike us. 
The whole paper circulation of England, by the 


‘latest accounts, is twenty-eight millions sterling— 


made up of eighteen millions of Bank of England 
notes, and ten millions of the notes of private bankers 
and joint-stock companies; bullion in the bank, nine 
and a half millions; debts due the Bank of England, 
twenty-two and a half millions. The amount of loans 
and discounts by private bankers and joint-stock 
companies is not usually stated, I believe, in the pub- 
lic accounts. If it bear the same proportion to their 
notes in circulation, as in the case of the Bank of 
England, it would exceed twelve millions. We may, 
therefore, take the amount of bank debts in England 
to be thirty-five millions. But I suppose that, of the 
securities held by the Bank of England, exchequer 
notes constitute a large part; in other words, that a 
large part of the bank debt is due by government. 
The amount of coin in actual circulation is estima- 
ted to be thirty and a half millions. The whole 
ainount of circulation in England, metallic and paper, 
is usually stated, in round numbers, at sixty millions; 
which, rating the pound sterling at $4 80, is equal 
to two hundred and eighty-eight millions of dollars, 

It will be seen, sir, that our paper circulation is 
one-half less than that of England, but our bank 
debt is, nevertheless, much greater; since thirty-five 
millions sterling amount to only one hundred and 
sixty millions of dollars; and this sum, too, includes 
the amount of exchequer bills, or government debt in 
the form of such bills, which the bank holds. ‘These 
facts are very material to any just comparison of the 
state of things in the twocountries. The whole, or 
nearly the whole capital of the Bank of England, is 
lent to the government, not by means of exchequer 
notes, but ouapermanetloan. And asto.the private 
banks and joint-stock companies, though they issue 
bills for circulation, they have no assigned or appro- 
priated capital whatever. The bills circulate on the 
private credit of the individual banker, or of those 
who compose the joint-stock companies. In the 
United States, an amount of capital, supposed to be 
sufficient to sustain the credit of the paper and se- 
cure the public against loss, is provided by law, in 
the act of incorporation for each bank, and is assign- 
ed as a trust-fund for the payment of the liabilities of 
the bank. And if this capital be fairly and substan- 
tally advanced it is a proper security; and in most 
cases, no doubt it is substantially advanced, The 
directors are trustees of this fund, and they are lia- 
ble, both civilly and criminally, for mismanagement 
embezzlement, or breach of trust. 

This amount of capital, thus secured, is the ba- 
sis of loans and discounts; and this is the reason 
why permanent, orat least long loans are not consid- 
ered so inappropriate to banking operations, with us, 
as they areinEngland. With us, itis evident that 
the directors are agents holding a fund intended to 
be loaned, and acting between lender and borrow- 
er; and this form of loan has been fonnd exceed- 
ingly convenient and useful in the country. 

In some states it is greatly preferred to mortga- 
ges, though there are others in which mortgages 
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(which act I esteem as the true original source of all 
the disorders of the currency,) a vast addition was 
immediately made to the number of state banks. 
In 1833, the public deposites were removed from 
the Bank of the United States, and placed in se- 
lected state banks. And for the purpose of show- 
ing how much better the public would be accom- 
modated without, than with, a bank of the United 
States, these banks were not only encouraged, but 
admonished to be free and liberal in loans and dis- 
counts, made on the strength of the public moneys, 
to merchants and other individuals. The circular 
letter from the treasury department, addressed to 
the new deposite banks, under date of 26th Sep- 
tember, 1833, has this significant clause, which 
could not have been misunderstood: 


«The deposites of public money will enable you 
to afford increased facilities to commerce, and to 
extend your accommodation to individuals; and as 
the duties which are payable to the government 
arise from the business and enterprise of the mer- 
chants engaged in foreign trade, it is but reasona- 
ble that they should be preferred in the additional 
accommodation which the public deposites will 
enable your institution to give, whenever it can be 
done without injustice to the claims of other 
classes of the community.” 


Having read this letter, sir, I ask leave to refer 
the senate to the 20th section of the bill now before 
us. There we find that, ‘if any officer charged 
with the safe-keeping of of the public money, shall 
loan the same, or any portion thereof, with or with- 
out interest, such act shall be deemed an embezzle- 
ment and a high misdemeanor, and the party con- 
victed thereof shall be sentenced to imprisonment.” 
Sir, what a pretty piece of consistency is here! 
In 1833 the depositories of the public money were 
not even left to their own desire for gain, or their 
wishes to accommodate others, as being sufficient 
incentives to lend it out: they were admonished 
and directed to afford increased facilities to com- 
merce, and to extend their accommodation to indi- 
viduals, since the public moneys in their vaults 
would enable them to give such additional accom- 
modation! Now, sir, under this bill, any officer 
who shall do any one of the same things, instead 
of being praised, is to be punished: he is be to ad- 
judged guilty of embezzlement and of ahigh misde- 
meanor, and is to be confined, for aught I know, 
in cells as dark and dismal as the vaults and safes 
which are to contain our metallic currency. But 
although I think, sir, that the acts of government 
created this expansion, yet I am certainly of opin- 
ion that there was a very undue expansion created. 
A contraction, however, had begun; and I am of 
opinion, that had it not been for the specie order of 
July, 1836, and for the manner in which the depo- 
site law was executed, the banks would have gone 
through the crisis without suspension. This is 
my full and firm belief. I cannot, however, dis- 
cuss these points here. They were treated with 
very great ability, last year, by a gentleman who 
then occupied one of the seats of Georgia on this 
floor. Whomsoever he did not satisfy, I cannot 
convince. Still, sir, the question is, whether there 
was an excess ‘in the general amount of our circu- 
lation, in May last, or whether there be now such 
excess. 


By what standard is this to be judged? If the 
question be whether there be too much paper in 
circulation, it may be answered, by reference to the 
amount of coin in the banks from which the paper 
issues; because I am unquestionably of opinion—- 
an opinion which I believe nothing can ever shake 
—that the true criterion by which to decide the 
question of excess, in a convertible paper curren- 
cy, is the amount of that paper, compared with the 
gold and silver in the banks. Such excess would 
not be proved, absolutely and certainly, in every 
case, by the mere fact of the suspension of specie 








are usual, Whether exactly conformable to the 
true notion of banking or not, the truth is, that the 
object and operation of our banks is to loan money; 
and this is mostly on personal security. The sys- 


stances. ‘There may be directors who will loan too 
freely to themselves and theirfriends. Gross cases 
of this kind have recently been detected and ex- 
posed, and, I hope, will be suitably treated; but, 
considering the great number of banks, these in- 
stances, I think, are remarkably few. In general 
the banks have been well conducted, and are be- 
lieved to be solvent and safe. ; 

We have heard much, sir, in the course of this 
debate, of excess in the issue of bank notes for 
circulation. I have no doubt, sir, that there was 
a very improper expansion some years ago. When 
president Jackson, in 1832, had negatived the bill 





for continuing the Bank of the United States, 


tem, no doubt, is liable to abuse, in particular in- | 


payments; because such an event might be produ- 
ced by panic, or other sudden cause, having power 
to disturb the best regulated system of paper cir- 
culation. But the immediate question now is, 
whether, taking the whole circulation together, 
both metallic and paper, there was an excess ex- 
isting in May, or is an excess now éxisting? Is one 
hundred and thirty millions an excessive or undue 
amount of circulation for the United States? See- 
ing that one part of this circulation is coin, and the 
other part paper, resting upon coin, and intended 
to be convertible, is the whole mass more than 
may be fairly judged necessary to represent the 
property, the transactions, and the business of the 
country? Or, in order to sustain such an amount 





of circulation, and to keep that part of it which is 
|composed of paper in a safe state, should we be 
obliged to attempt to draw to ourselves more than 
our just proportion of that metallic money, which 
| is in the use of all the commercial nations? These 
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questions appear to me to be but different modes{ so. We have to contend against these unfavorable 


of stating the same inquiry. 

Upon this subject we may, perhaps, form some 
general idea, by comparing ourselves with others. 
Various things, no doubt, exist, in different places 
and countries, to modify, either by enlarging or di- 
minishing, the demand for money or currency in 
the transactions of business; still the amount of 
trade and commerce may furnish a general element 
of comparison between different states or nations. 
The aggregate of American imports and exports 
in 1836 was three hundred and eighteen millions; 
that of England, reckoning the pound sterling at 
$4 80, again, was four hundred and eighteen mil- 
lions, as near as I can ascertain; the currency of 
England being, as already stated, sixty millions 
sterling, or two hundred and eighty-eight millions 
of dollars. If we work out a result from these 
proportions, the currency of the United States, it 
will he found, should be one hundred and ninety 
millions in order to be equal to that of England; 
but, according to the estimates of the treasury, it 
did not even in that year exceed one hundred and 
eighty millions. 

Our population is about equal to that of England 
and Wales. The amount of our mercantile ton- 
nage, perhaps, one-fifth less. But then we are tu 
consider that our country is vastly wider; and our 
facilities of internal exchange, by means of bills of 
exchange, greatly less. Indeed there are branches 
of our intercourse, in which remmittances cannot 
be well made, except in currency. Take one ex- 
ample: The agricultural products of Kentucky are 
sold to the south; her purchases of commodities 
made at the north. There can be, therefore, very 
little of direct exchange between her and the pla- 
ces of purchase and sale. ‘The trade goes round in 
acirele. Therefore, while the Bank of the United 
States existed, payments were made to a vast 
amount in the north and east by citizens of Ken- 
tucky, and of the states similarly situated, not in 
bills of exchange, but in the notes of the bank. 

These considerations augment the demand for 
currency. More than all, the country is new, sir; 
almost the entire amount of our capital active; and 
the whole amount of property, in the aggregate, 
rapidly increasing. In the last three years thirty- 
seven millions of acres of land have been separated 
from the wilderness, purchased, paid for, and be- 
come subject to private individual ownership, to 
transfer and sale, and all other dispositions to which 
other real estate is subject. It has thus become 
property, to be bought and sold for money; whereas, 
while in the hands of government, it called for no 
expenditure, formed the basis of notransactions, and 
created nodemand for currency. Within that short 
period our people have bought from government 


a territory as large as the whole of England and | 


Wales, and, taken together, far more fertile by na- 
ture. This seems incredible, yet the returns show it. 
Suppose all this to have been bought at the minimuia 
price of a dollar and a quarter per acre; and suppose 
the value to be increased in the common ratio in 
which we know the value of land is increased, by 
such purchase, and by the preliminary steps and 
beginnings of cultivation; fan immense augmenta- 
tion, it will readily be perceived, is made, even in 
so shorta time, of the aggregate of property, in no- 
minal price, and, toa great extent, in real value 
also. 


On the whole, sir, I confess I know no standard | ing circulation. 








circumstances; and if, in addition to these, we are 


to suffer further by unnecessary restraints on cur- 
rency, and by a crainped credit, who can tell what 
may be the etfect? Money is abundant in England, 
very abundant; the rate of interest, therefore, is 
low, and capital will be seeking its investment 
wherever it cau hope to find it. If we derange 
our own currency, compulsively curtail circula- 
tion, and break up credit, how are the commerce 
and navigation of the United States to maintain 
themselves against foreign competition? 

Before leaving, altogether, this subject of an ex- 
cessive circulation, Mr. President, I will say a few 
words upon a topic which, if time would permit, I 
should be glad to consider at more length ; I mean, 
sir, the proper guards and securities for a paper cir- 
cutation. I have occasionally addressed the senate 
on this subject before, especially in the debate on 
the specie circular, in December, 1836; but I wish 
to recur to it again, because I hold it to be of the 
utmost importance to prove, if it can be proved, to 
the satisfaction of the country, that a convertible 
paper currency may be so guarded as to be secure 
against probable dangers. I say, sir, a convertible 
paper currency: for I lay it down as an unquestion- 
able truth, that no paper can be made equal, and 
kept equal to gold and silver, but such as is convert- 
ible into gold and silver, on demand. But, I have 
gone farther, and still go farther than this; and I 
contend that even convertibility, though itself in- 
dispensable, is not a certain and unfailing ground 
of reliance. There is a liability to excessive issues 
of paper, even while paper is convertible at will. 
Of this, there can be no doubt. Where, then, shall 
a regulator be found?) What principle of preven- 
tion may we rely on? 

_ Now I think, sir, it is too common with banks, 
in judging of their condition, to set off all their lia- 
bilities against all their resources. They look to 
the quantity of specie in their vaults, and to the 
notes and bills becoming payable, as means or as- 
sets; and, with these, they expect to be able to 
meet their returning notes, and to answer the claims 
of depositors. So far as the bank is to be regarded 
as a mere bank of discount, all this is very well. 
But banks of circulation exercise another function. 
By the very act of issuing their own paper, they af- 
fect the amount of currency. In England, the Bank 
of England, and in the United States, all the banks, 
expand or contract the amount of circulation, of 
course, as they increase or curtail the general 
amount of their own paper. And this renders it 
necessary that they should be regulated and con- 
trolled. The question is, by whatrule? To this 
[ answer, by subjecting all banks to the rule which 
the most discreet of them always follow—by com- 
pelling them to maintain a certain fixed proportion 


between specie and circulation; without regarding | 
deposites on one hand, or notes payable on the | 


other. 

There will always occur occasional fluctuations 
in trade, and a demand for specie, by one country 
on another, will arise. Itis too much the practice, 
when such occurrences take place, and specie is 
leaving the country, for banks to issue more paper, 
in order to prevent a scarcity of money. But ex- 


actly the opposite course should be adopted. A | 
demand for specie to go abroad should be regarded 


as conclusive evidence of the necessity of contract- 
If, indeed, in such eases, it could 


by which I can decide that our circulation is at| be certainly known that the deimand would be of 


present in excess. I do not believe it is so. 
was there, as [ think, any depreciation in the value 
of money, up to the moment of the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks, comparing our cur- 
rency with the currency of other nations. An 
American paper dollar would buy a silver dollar in 
England, deducting only the charge of transporting 
a dollar across the ocean, because it commanded a 


the sense in which I now use the term. It is hard- 
of a sudden depreciated circulation. It arrests bu- 
siness, puts an end to it, and overwhelms all debt- 
ors, by depression and downfall of prices. 
even if we reduce circulation—not suddenly, but 
still reduce it farther than is necessary to keep 
it within just and reasonable limits—we produce 
many mischiefs; we augment the necessity of for- 





Nor } short duration, the temporary pressure mizht be re- 
_ 


lieved by an issue of paper to fill the place of de- 
parting specie. But this never can be known. 
There is no safety, therefore, but in meeting the 
case at the moinent, and in conforming to the in- 
fallible index of the exchanges. Circulating paper 


| is thus kept always nearer to the character, and to 


the circumstances of that, of which it is designed to 
silver dollar here. ‘There may be excess, however, | be the representative—the metallic money. This 
I admit, where there is no present depreciation, in | subject might be pursued, I think, and clearly illus- 
‘trated; but, for the present, I only express my be- 
ly necessary to dwell, Mr. President, on the evils | lief that, with experience before us, and with the 


| lights which recent discussions, both in Europe and | should also require, proportionally, more speci 


And | 


Ainerica, hold out, a national bank might be estab- 
lished, with more regard to its function of regulat- 
ing currency, than to its function of discount, on 


| principles, and subject to regulations, such as should 
render its operations extremely useful; and [ should 
hope that, with an example before them of plain and 


eign loans; we contract business, discourage enter-| eminent advantage, state institutions would con- 


prise, slacken the activity of capital, and restrain 
the commercial spirit of the country. 


_formn to the same rules and principles ; and that, in oa 
It is very | this way, all the advantages of convertible paper | succeed to keep this relation so true as to prese! 


—<———_— 
are all deranged, and the business of the Ty 
most seriously interrupted, the questions are— 'Y 

Whether the measure before us is suitable to o, 
condition? and se 

Whether it is a just and proper exercise and fy| 
filment of the powers and duties of congress? 

What, then, sir, will be the practical Operation 
and effect of this measure, if it should become a 
law ? 

Like its predecessor of the last session, the pjjj 
proposes nothing for the general currency of the 
country ; nothing to restore exchanges ; nothing to 
bring about a speedy resumption of specie pay. 
ments by the banks. Its whole professed object js 
the collection and disbursement of the public reve. 
nue. Some of its friends, indeed, say, that when jt 
shall go into operation, it will, incidentally, produce 
a favorable effect on the currency, by restrainins 
the issue of bank paper. But others press it as if 
its effect was to be the final overthrow of all banks 
and the introduction of an exclusive metallic cur. 
rency for all the uses of the country. 

Are we to understand, then, that it is intended, 
by means, of which this is the first, to rid the coun- 
try of all banks, as being but so many nuisances, 
and to abolish ail paper currency whatever ? 

Or is it expected, on the contrary, that after this 
system shail be adopted for the use of government, 
there will still be a paper currency in the country 
for the use of the people? . 

And if there shall be a paper currency, will that 
currency consist of irredeemable government paper, 
or of convertible bank notes, such as have circula- 
ted heretofore? These questions must be answer. 
ed, before we can judge accurately of the operation 
of this bill. 

As to an exclusive metallic currency, sir, the ad- 
ministration on this point is regularly Janus-faced, 
Out doors, and among the people, it shows itself all 
clinquant, all in gold.”” There, every thing is to be 
hard money—no paper rags—no delusive credits— 
no bank monopolies—no trust in paper of any kind. 
But in the treasury department, and in the houses 
of congress, we see another aspect—a mixed ap- 
pearance, partly gold and partly paper; gold for 
government, and paper for the people. The small 
voice which is heard here, allows the absolute ne- 
cessity of paper of some sort, and to some extent. 
But the shouts in the community demand the des- 
truction of all banks, and the final extermination of 
all paper circulation. 

To the people, the lion roars against paper money 
in all the loudness and terror of his natural voice ; 
but to members of congress, he is more discreet; 
lest he should frighten them out of their wits, he 
here restrains and modulates, and roars ‘as gently 
as any sucking dove, or, as it were, any nightin- 
gale.” The impracticability of an exclusive metal- 
lic currency, the absurdity of attempting any sici 
thing in a country like this, are so manifest, that 
nobody here undertakes to support it by any rea- 
soning or argument. All that is said in its favor, 1s 
general denunciation of paper, general outcry 
against the banks, and declamation against existing 
institutions, full of sound and fury, signifying no- 
thing. 

The moment any one considers it, he sees how 
ridiculous any such attempt would be. An exclu: 
sive metallic circulation for the second commercial 
country on earth, in the nineteenth century! 51; 
you might as well propose to avolish commerce al- 
together. 

The currency of England is estimated at sixty 
millions sterling: and it is Mr. McCulloch’s calcu- 
lation, that if this currency were all gold, allowing 
only one quarter of one per cent. for wear of met- 
‘als, the annual expense, attending such a currency, 

would be three inillions and a quarter a year. OF 
‘nearly five per cent. upon the whole. With us, 
‘this charge would be much greater. The loss ol 
|capital would be more, owing to the higher yates ol 
‘interest ; and besides all this, is the cost of transpor- 
‘tation, which, in a country so extensive as ous, 
'would be vast, and not easily calculated. We 











than is requisite in England, because our system of 
: exchange, by means of bills of exchange, 1s, at pre- 
'sent, and would be, under such a system as 18 oo 
posed, much less perfect and convenient than ta 
‘of England. Besides, the English metallic circula- 
‘tion is mostly gold, gold being in England te 
‘standard metal. With us, silver and gold both are 

made standards, at a fixed relation; and if we should 


important to be remembered, sir, that, in our inter-| might be enjoyed, with just security against its | both of the precious metals among us, (which, 1! 


course with other nations, we are acting ona 
ciple of equality; that is to say, we do not protect 


prin- | dangers. 


I have detained the senate too long, sir, with 


our own shipping interest by peculiar privileges; | these observations upon the state of the country, 


we ask a clear field, and seek no favor. 
materials for ship-building are high with us, and 


Yet, the | 





and its pecuniary svstem and condition. 
And now, when the banks have suspended pay- 


the wages of ship-builders and seamen are high al- ments, universally; when the internal exchanges 


deed, is not very probable,) our circulation would 
ibe still more expensive and cumbrous, from ss 
| quantity of silver which it would contain. The 
| silver in the world is estimated to be fifty nese 
that of gold in amount, and consequently something 
more than three times in value. If both should cir- 
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go fore, equally, in proportion to value, the 
caste, Oroull Se ibree ate Sa and one gold. 
NOW sir, the annual expense of such a circula- 
Me upon the basis of Mr. McCulloch’s estimate, 
Nd exceed the whole annual expenditure made 
Segre” army and our navy. Consider, sir, the 
gic of actual daily payments made in the coun- 
ri It is difficult to estimate it, and quite impos- 
ie to ascertain it, with any accuracy. But we 
2 n form some notion of it, by the daily amount of 
= ments in the banks in some of the cities. In 
times of prosperous business and commerce, the 
daily amount of payments in the banks of New 
York alone has been equal to eight millions. 
Whether we call this a tenth,a twentieth, ora fif- 
tieth part of all payments and receipts made daily 
in the country, we see to what an aggregate result 
the whole would rise. And how is it possible that 
such amount of receipt and payment could be per- 
fyrmed by an actual passing of gold and silver from 
hand to hand ? 

Such notions, sir, hardly 1equire serious refuta- 
tion. ' z 

Mr. President, an entire metallic currency would 
necessarily create banks immediately. ' Where 
would the money be kept, or how could it be re- 
mitted? Banks of deposite must and would be in- 
stantly provided for it. | | 
the cities be seen, in their daily walks of business, 
with servants behind them, with bags of gold and 
kegs of silver on their wheel-barrows? What folly 
js great enough to imagine this? If there were not 
now a bank note, nor a bank in the country, and if 
there should be an exclusive specie currency to- 
morrow morning at nine o’clock, there would be 
fifty banks before sunset. From necessity, there 
would be created at once places of deposite ; and 
persons having money in such depositories would 
draw checks for it, and pass these checks as money, 
and from one hand they would pass to another; or 
the depositary himself would issue certificates of de- 





Would the merchants of | 


The receipt of the notes of specie-paying banks 


is to be partially allowed for some time, but it is to 
be gradually discontinued; and six years hence, we 
are to arrive at the maturity and the perfection of 
the system. 
government is to receive and to pay out gold and 
silver, and nothing but gold and silver. 


When that auspicious day comes, 


Now, Mr. President, let us anticipate this joy- 


ous epoch; let us suppose the six years to have ex- 


pired; and let us imagine this bill, with its specie 


payments and all, to be in full operation at the pre- 
sent hour. 


What will that operation be? In the 
first place, disregarding all question of public con- 
venience, or the general interests of the people, 
how will this system work as a mere mode of col- 
lecting and paying out revenue? Let us see. 

Our receipts and expenditures may be estimated, 
each, at thirty millions a year. Those who think 
this estimate too high or too low, may make the 
necessary allowance. Here, then, is the sum of 


‘thirty millions, to be collected and paid out 


every year; and it isall to be counted, actually told 
over, dollar after dollar, and gold piece after gold 
piece; and how many times counted? Let us in- 
quire into that. The importing merchant, whose 
ship has arrived, and who has cash duties to pay, 
goes to the bank for his money, and the tellers 
count it out: that is once. He carries it to the cns- 
tom-house, pays it, and the clerks count it over: 
that is twice. Some days afterwards, the collector 
takes it out of his bags and chests, carries it to the 
receiver general’s office, and there it is counted 
again, and poured into the bags and chests of that 
office: that is the third time. Presently a warrant 
comes from the treasury, in favor of some disburs- 
ing officer, and the boxes are opened, and the ne- 





_cessary sums counted out: this is the fourth count- 
ing. And, fifthly and lastly, the disbursing officer 
| pays it to the persons entitled to receive it, on con- 
tracts, or for pensions, salaries, or other claims. 
‘Thirty millions of hard money are thus to be 


posite, and these would pass as currency. And all | bandled and told over five times in the course of 


this would do no more than just to carry us back two 
or three liundred years, to the infancy of banks. We 
should then have done nothing but reject the expe- 
rience of the most civilized nations,for some centuries, 
as well as all our own experience, and have returned 
tothe rude conceptions of former times. These cer- 
tificates of deposite would soon be found to be often 
issued without any solid capital, or actual deposite. 
Abuses arising from this source would call for legis- 
lative interference, and the legislature would find it 
necessary to restrain the issue of paper inteided for 
circulation, by enacting that such issues should only 
be made on the strength of coinpetent capital, actu- 
ally provided and assigned, placed under proper re- 
gulation, atid managed by persons responsible to the 
laws. And this would bring us again exactly to the 


state of things in which we now are ; that is to say, | 


to the use of the paper of banks, established, regula- 
ted, and controlled by law. 
fore this process could be carried through, half the 


In the mean time, be- | 


| the vear, and if there be transfers from piace to 


place, then, of course, it is to be counted so rnuch 
oftener. Government officers, therefore, are to 
‘count over one hundred and fifty millions of dol- 
lars a year; which, allowing three hundred work- 
\ing days in the year, gives five hundred thou- 
sand dollars a day. But this is not all. Once a 
quarter, the naval officer is to count the collector’s 
‘money, and the register in the land office is to count 
the receiver’s money. And moreover, sir, every 
| now and then the secretary of the treasury is to au- 


‘thorize unexpected and impromptu countings, in his | 


i discretion, and just to satisfy his own mina! 
Sir, what a money counting, tinkling, gingling 
generation we shall be! All the money-changers 


sound will go forth. unto the lands. 
be like the king in the ditty of the nursery: 
“There sat the king, a counting of his money.” 
You will observe, sir, that these reeeipts and 
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hard money, through all the ramifications of her 


vast expenditure, should we not think ber mad? 
But the system is worse here, because it withdraws 
just so much actual capital from the uses of a ¢eun- 


try that requires capital, and is paying interest for 
capital wherever it can obtain it. 


ut now, sir, allow me to examine the operation 


of this measure upon the general interest of com- 


merce, and upon the general currency of the coun- 


try. And in this pointof view, the first great ques- 
tion is, What amount of gold and silver will this 


operation substract from the circulation of the coun- 
try, and from the use of the banks? 

In regard to this important inquiry, we are not 
without the meaus of forming some judgment. An 
official report from the treasury, made to the other 
house, shows that, for the last ten years, there has 
been, at the end of each year, on an average, filteen 
millions and four hundred thousand dollars in the 
treasury. And this sum is exclusive of all that had 
been collected of the people, but had not yet reach- 
ed the treasury; and also of all that had been drawn 
from the treasury by disbursing officers, but which 
had not yet been by them paid to individuals. Add- 
ing these sums together, sir, and the result is, that 
on an average for the last ten years, there have 
been at least twenty millions of dollars in the trea- 
sury. I do not mean, of course, that this sum is, 
the whole of it, unappropriated. I mean that this 
amount has, in fact, been in the treasury, either not 
appropriated, or not called for under the appropria- 
tions; so that if this sub-treasury scheme had been 
in operation, in times past, of the specie in the cur- 
rency, twenty milllions would have been constantly 
locked up in the safes and vaults. Now, sir, I do 
not believe that, for these ten years, the whole 
amount of silver and gold in the country has ex- 
ceeded, on the average, fifty or sixty millions. I 
do not believe it exceeds sixty millions at the pre- 
sent moment; and if we had now the whole system 
in complete operation, it would lock up, and keep 
locked up, one full third of all the specie in the 
country. Locked ap I say—hoarded—rendered as 
useless, to all purposes of commerce and business, 
as if it were carried back to its native mines. Sir, 
is it not inconceivable thatany man should fall upon 
such a scheme of policy as this? Is it possible that 
any one can fail to see the destructive efiects of 
such a policy on the commerce and the currency 
of the country? 

It is true, the system does not come into opera- 
tion all at once. But it begins its demands for spe- 
cie immediately; it calls upon the banks, and it 
calis upon individuals, for their hard dollars, that 
they may be put away and locked up in the trea- 
sury, al the very moment when the country ts suffering 
Jor the want of more specie in the circulation, and the 








in Solomon’s temple will be as nothing to us. Our! ' $ 10 é1 
We shall all | sume their payments. And this, it is expected, will 
| improve the currency, and facilitate resumption! 


banks are suffering for means to enable them to re- 


It has heretofore been asserted, that the general 


| currency of the country needed to be strengthened, 


community would be made bankrupt by the ruin of | payments cannot be made in parcels, without the | by the introduction of more specie into the circula- 


their business, and by the violent and revolutionary 
changes of property which the process would create. 
The whole class of debtors, all that live more by in- 
dustry than on capital, would be overwhelmed with 
undistinguishing destruction. 

There will then, sir, be no such thing as an ex- 
clusive paper currency. The country will not be 
guilty of the folly of attempting it. 

I should have felt that I had occupied too much 
time with such a senseless and preposterous sug- 


gestion, were it not the manifest object of partisans whether the collector has loaned out the money, 


lo press such notions upon the attention of the 
people, in aid of the war against the banks. 

_ We shall then, sir, have paper of some sort, form- 
ng apart of ourcurrency. What will that paper 


be? The honorable gentleman from South Caro- 


lina, admitting that paper is necessary as part of | officers shall have a taste for silver sounds, they are 


the currency, or circulation, has contended that 
that paper ought to be government paper—govern- 
iment paper, not convertible nor redeemable, only 
so far as by being receivable for debts and dues to 
government. My 


Same view of it. But, as the bill itself does not 
profess any such purpose, I am willing to discuss 
it in the character in which it presents itself. I 
take it for what its friends say it is—a bill making 
further provision for collecting the revenues. 

We are, then, sir, still to have paper as a general 
medium of circulation; that paper is to be the paper 
of banks; but government is to be divorced from 
these banks, altogether. It is not to keep its funds 
in them, as heretofore. It is to have nothing to do 


with them, but is to collect and disburse its reve- 
hues by its own means, and its own officers. 


'on kegs of dollars, and the labels on bags of gold, 


away with. 


in possession of the collector, or receiver general, 
jhe is, of course, to count the money. 
examination can come to any thing. He cannot 
tell, from external appearance, nor from the weight, 


'and filled the bags and boxes up with sand and lead, 
‘or not. 
‘detected than by actual handling. 
ihe must examine, he must count. 


land offices, the mints, and elsewhere. 


He must open, 
If these 


all likely to be gratified. 


Me. President, in all soberness, is not this whole 


| operation preposterous? 


| It begins by proposing to keep the public moneys. 
colleague has endeavored to | This, itself, in the sense the word is here used, is 
Satisfy the senate, that the aim of the whole system, |a perfect novelty, especially in the United States. 
of which he regards this bill as but part, isto estab- | Why keep the public moneys; that is to say, why 
lish a circulation of government paper and a gov- | hoard them, why keep them out of use? The use 
ernment bank. Other gentlemen have taken the | of money is in the exchanges. It is designed to cir- | 
All that government | 
should have todo withit, is to receive it to-day that | 
It should not re- 
ceive it, before it needs it; and it should part with 


{ 
‘culate, not to be hoarded. 


'it may pay it away to-morrow. 


No other 


Nor can counterfeit pieces be otherwise | 


And so at the) 


actual handling of each piece of coin. The marks| tion. This has been insisted on, for years. Let it 
| be conceded. 
are not to be trusted. They are a part of credit— | tended for the proposition heretofore, and endeavor- 
and all credit, all trust, all confidence is to be done | 
When the surveyor, for instance, at 
‘the custom-house, is to examine the money on hand, 


I have admitted it, and, indeed, con- 


ed to prove it. But it must be plain to every body, 
that any addition of specie, in order tu be useful, 
must either go into the circulation, a3 a part of that 
circulation, or else it must go into the banks, to 
enable them the better to sustain and redeem their 
paper. But this billis calculated to promote neither 
of those ends, but exactly the reverse. It withdraws 
specie from the circulation and from the banks, and 
piles it up in useless heaps in the treasury. It 
weakens the general circulation, by making the 
‘solag’ of specie, which is ‘aap of it, so much the 
ess; it weakens the banks, by reducing the amount 
of coin which supports their circulation. The gene- 
ral evil imputed to our currency, for some years 
past, is, that paper has formed too great a portion 
of it. The operation of this measure must be to in- 
crease that very evil. I have admitted the evil, 





and have concurred in measures to remedy it. I 
have favored the withdrawing of small bills from 
circulation, to the end that specie might take their 
place. I discussed this policy, and supported it, 
as early as 1832. My colleague, who, shortly after 


magistracy of Massachusetts, pressed its considera- 
tion, at length, upon the attention of the legislature 
of that state. I still think it was a right policy. 
| Some of the states had begun toadoptit. But the 





\it as soon as it owes it. To keep it—that is, to de- | measures of the administration, and especially this 


ing upon such asystem? 








tain it, to hold it back from general use, to hoard it, | proposed measure, throw this policy all aback. 
is a conception belonging to barbarous times and They undo at once all that we have been laboring. 
barbarous governments. How would it strike us, if| Such, and so pertinacious has been the demand of 
we should see other great commercial nations act-| government for specie, and such new demand does 
> If England, with a reve-| this bill promise to create, that the states have 
nue of fifty millions sterling a year, were found to| found themselves compelled again to issue small 
} be collecting and disbursing every shilling of it in| bills for the use of the people. It was a day of re- 


that pericd, was placed in the chair of the chief 
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joicing, as.we have lately seen, among the people 


of New York, when the legislature of that state sus- 
pended the small-bill restraining law, and furnished 
the people with some medium for small payments, 
better than the miserable trash which now annoys 
the community. 

The government, therefore, I insist, is eviden‘ly 
breaking down its own declared policy; it is defeat- 
ing, openly and manifesily defeating, its own pro- 
fessed objects. - 

And yet, theory, imagination, presumptuous 
generalization, the application of military move- 
ments to questions of commerce and finance, and 
the abstractions of metaphysics, offer us, in such a 
state of things, their panacea. And what is it? 
What is it? What is to cure or mitigate these evils, 
or what is to ward off future calamities? Why, sir, 
the most agreeable remedy imaginable; the kindest, 
tenderest, most soothing, and solacing application 
in the whole world! othing, sir, nothing upon 
earth, but a smart, delightful, perpetual, and irre- 
concileable warfare, between the government of the 
United States and the state banks! All will be 
well, we are assured, when the government and the 
banks become antagonistical! Yes, sir, ‘‘antago- 
nistical!” that is the word. What a stroke of pol- 
icy, sir, is this! It is as delicate a stratagem as 
poor king Lear’s, and a good deal like it. It pro- 
poses that we should tread lightly along, in felt or 
on velvet, till we get the banks within our power, 
and then, ‘kill, kill, kill!”’ 

Sir, we may talk as much as we please about the 
resumption of specie payments, but I tell you that, 
with government thus warring upon the banks, if 
resumption should take place, another suspension I 
fear would follow. It is not war, successful or un- 
successful, between government and the banks; it 
is only peace, trust, confidence, that can restore the 
prosperity of the country. This system of per- 
petual annoyance to the banks, this hoarding up of 
money which the country demands for its own ne- 
cessary uses, this bringing of the whole revenue to 
act, not in aid and furtherance, but in direct hin- 
drance and embarrassment of commerce and busi- 
ness, is utterly irreconcileable with the public in- 
terest. We shall see no return of former times till 
it be abandoned—altogether abandoned. The pas- 
sage of this bill will create new alarm and new 
distress, 

People begin already to fear their own govern- 
ment. They have an actual dread of those who 
should be their protectors and guardians. There 
are hundreds of thousands of honest and indus- 
trious men, sir, at this very moment, who would 
feel relieved in their circumstances, who would see 
better prospect of an honest livelihood, and feel 
more sure of the means of food and clothing for 
their wives and children, if they should hear that 
this measure had received its death. Let us, then, 
sir, away withit. Do we not see the world pros- 
perous around us? Do we not see other govern- 
ments and other nations enlightened by experience, 
and rejecting arrogant innovations and theoretic 
dreams, accomplishing the great ends of society? 

Why, sir, why are we, why are we alone among 
the great commercial states? Why are we to be 
kept on the rack and torture of these experiments? 
We have powers, adequate, complete powers. We 
need only to exercise them; we need only to per- 
form our constitutiona! duty, and we shall spread 
content, cheerfulness, and joy, over the whole land. 

This brings me, sir, to the second inquiry. 

Is this measure, Mr. President, a just exercise of 
the powers of congress, and does it fulfil all our 
duties? 

Sir, I have so often discussed this point, I have 
so constantly insisted, for several years past, on the 
constitutional obligation of congress to take care 
of the currency, that the senate must be already 
tired of the speaker, if not weary of the topic; and 
yet, after all, this is the great and paramount ques- 
tion. Until this is settled, the agitation can never 
be quieted. If we have not the power, we must 
leave the whole subject in the hands of those who 
have it, or in no hands; but if we have the power, 
we’are bound to exercise it, and every day’s neglect 
is a violation of duty. I therefore again insist, that 
we have the power, and I again press its exercise 
on the two Raters of congress. I again assert, 
that the regulation of the general currency—of the 
money of the country, whatever actually consti- 
tutes that money—is one of our solemn duties. 


(To be concluded.) 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 


March 30. ‘The bill from the house making ap- 
propriations for the support of the army for 1838, 
was read twice and referred. 


Mr. Grundy laid on the table a second substitute 
for the bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands. Read and ordered to be printed. 

{Mr. G.’s substitute provides that the price of the 
public lands shall be reduced twenty-five cents for 
every five years that they shall continue in the mar- 
ket, till reduced to the minimum price of fifty cents; 
waiting, in each case, an additional year before the 
reduction is made. It provides for no estimate or 
classification of the lands, as proposed by the first 
substitute. ] 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

To revive and continue in force the act granting 
pensions to persons disabled by wounds received in 
the revolutionary war. 

To give effect to the eighth article of the treaty 
of 1819 with Spain. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 

to prohibit the giving or accepting of a challenge 
within the District of Columbia, to fight a duel, and 
for the punishment thereof. 
_ Mr. Clayton expressed his desire that the main ob- 
Ject of this bill might be obtained, and his willing- 
ness to vote for the bill in its present form rather 
than have no measure of prevention; still he regard- 
ed the bill as both unjust in some of its features, and 
not likely to be carried into effect on account of its 
severity. 

Mr. Prentiss argued that the criminality of taking 
the preliminary steps in this District for a duel to be 
consuinmated out of the District, would be materially 
aggravated by the intention in so doing to evade the 
law of the District. 

Mr. Linn, admitting all the evils of duelling, and 
the importance of suppressing it as far as possible, 
he urged the difficulty of having laws against duel- 

ing duly executed. ‘fo illustrate this point, he al- 
luded to a particular case in his own knowledge, in 
which the legal penalty, and a very heavy one, was 
remitted almost by acclamation by the legislature; 
and also to the fact that far disproportionate success 
had attended the attempts of various states to sup- 
press duelling. When people, he said, were deter- 
mined to marry or to fight, no law could prevent 
them from coming together. 

The subject being still up, the senate, after an ex- 
ecutive session, adjourned till Monday. 

April 2. After the presentation of a number of 
petitions, and the transaction of some business of 
minor importance, 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Milligan was 
read a third time, and passed. 

The senate concurred in the amendment of the 
house to the bill directing the expenditure of appro- 
priations heretofore made for the removal of the 
troops from fort Gibson; which amendment provides 
that the new fort shall be erected at or near the west- 
ern boundary of Arkansas, instead of at or near old 
fort Smith. This concurrence was made with the 
understanding that the new fort would be erected at 
or near the site of fort Smith, if it could he pur- 
chased at a reasonable price. 

The house bills for the relief of David and James 
Robinson and others, of Isaac and William Well- 
born, of William Enos, of David H. Maxwell, and 
the bill authorizing the sale of the old custom-house, 
&c. at Bath, Maine, and the appropriation of the 
proceeds toward the purchase of a new site and the 
erection of a new custom-house, were severally 
considered, and ordered to a third reading. 

A message was received froin the house of repre- 
sentatives, by Mr. Franklin, their clerk, announcing 
the death of the honorable Isaac McKim, a member 
ot that house from the state of Maryland, and that 
his funeral would take place from their hall at 11 
o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. Grundy rose and addressed the senate as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. President: In the absence of both the sena- 
tors from Maryland, I have been requested by the 
delegation in the other house from that state, to move 
a concurrence with the resolutions of the house of 
representatives, in honor of the memory of the de- 
ceased. 

A few days since he was amongst us, in all the 
vigor of health. Within a few hours only before his 
death, he was actually engaged in the faithful dis- 
charge of the arduous duties assigned him by his 
country. He is now gone; and those who esteemed 
him and loved him, will see hii no more. 

Mr. McKim was emphatically the author of his 
own fortunes. He commenced life in very moderate 
circumstances, without the patronage of influential 
friends. His industry and energy, under the guid- 
ance of a clear and discriminating intellect, enabled 
him to amass a fortune, not only ample, ‘but mag- 
nificent. 

He not only knew how to acquire property, but 
he knew how to use it. The accumulation of wealth 





in him did not beget the passion of avarice. Go to 





ee, 
the city of his residence, and the inhabitants . 
point out innumerable instances of his noble rey 
ties, and monuments of his munificence anq li hg 
ality. iber. 
e had reached a good old age. He 

honored by his fellow citieens with a Fowthens 
senate of his state, and he had often been elected : 
fill the station he lately occupied. We, his as at 
ciates, knew that, although he was unassumin pas 
unpretending, he brought into our councils a han 
een and practical knowledge possessed by few 

The reflection that he lived worthily, and died 
probably without a single enemy, will comfort and 
in some degree alleviate the sorrows, of her who wa 
the partner of his bosom and sharer of his joys ra 
grieis, and those relatives and friends who now ¢e. 
plore his loss. 

Mr. Grundy then submitted the following resoly. 
tion, which was adopted unanimously: 

Resolved unanimously, That the senate will attend 
the funeral of the honorable Isaac McKim, late q 
member of the house of representatives from the 
state of Maryland, at 11 o’clock to-morrow; and, as 
a testimony of respect for the memory of the de- 
ceased, they will go into mourning by wearing crape 
on the left arm for thirty days. " 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, 

The senate adjourned to meet to-morrow at 1] 
o’clock. 

April 4. Among the petitions, &c. presented 
this morning, were the foliowing: 

By Mr. Merrick: Resolutions of the legislature of 
Maryland, on the subject of finance and currenc 
generally, and especially in opposition to the sub- 
treasury scheme. Read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill from the house, 
referred to them, making appropriations for the 
support of the army for 1838. 

Ihe bills from the house, for the relief of the 
heirs of Robert Fulton, of capt. John Downes, and 
another, were read twice and referred. 

The bills for the relief of Isaac and William 
Wellborn, of David H. Maxwell, of William Eadus, 
of the captors of the privateer Lydia, of Moses 
Campen, and the bill authorizing the sale of pro- 
perty and the application of the avails toward a 
new custom-house at Bath, Maine, were severally 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Knight, the committee of com- 
merce were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of ordering a survey of the harbor of Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, preparatory to the removal of 
the sand bar at the mouth of that harbor. 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the government for 1838. 

After a brief conversation by Messrs. Wright, 
Crittenden, Niles, and Grundy, the only amendment 
from the committee, authorizing the transfer of 
funds in the post office department from any branch 
of the service to any other, was adopted. 

Mr. Crittenden offered an amendment to the bill 
requiring that'the salary of the postmaster general 
and all other expenses of the department should be 
paid from its own income. Mr. C. supported this 
amendment chiefly on the ground that it is an ad- 
initted principle, in relation tothe department, that 
it shal] sustain itself, and that the funds of the de- 
partment are now abundant, while the general trea- 
sury is in debt, 

Mr. Wright opposed the amendment on the ground 
that it had been the general practice to pay clerk 
hire in the general post office and the salary of the 
postmaster general out of the general treasury, with- 
out regard to the income of the department; and, 
also, on the ground that such a restriction would 
curtail so much the mail accommodations. 

Mr. Grundy also objected to the amendment, that 
the late contracts of the department had been more 
unfavorable than usual, that many new routes were 
required; and that if the franking privilege should 
be taken into the account, the department would 
still far more than support itself. 

The amendment was lost, and the bill, as amend- 
ed from the committee, was ordered to athird read- 
ing. 

The bill from the house, making appropriations 
for the support of the army for 1838, was taken Up 
and considered, and, after a brief explanation by 
Mr. Wright, it was ordered toa third reading. Sub- 
sequently read a third time, and passed. 

The senate took up the bill providing that, after 
the expiration of six months, the money for pen- 
sions remaining unpaid in the hands of agents should 
be returned to the treasury, where only such peb- 
sions should then be paid. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill was amend- 
ed so as to extend the above time to eight months, 
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: 
nd the bill, so amended, was ordered te 4 third 
a 


ee tion of Mr. Roane, tke bill to establish a 
«nal court in the District of Columbia was con- 
ae d. amended, an¢4 ordered to a third reading. 
eidere senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
pdt the giving and accepting of challenges 
” a ajs ia the District of Columbia. 
¥ on Preston made some remarks, (to be publish- 
: hereafter,) chiefly in vindication of southern 
ventleen and the southern community, in reply 
to some observations of Mr. Smith, of Connecticut. 
The bill still being up 
The senate adjourned, after an executive session: 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, March 30. On leave, memorials were 
presented by:Messrs. Fairfield, Grennell, and Taylor, 
on the subject of the late duel, and, on motion, were 
referred to the select committee now in session. 

On motion of Mr. Henry Johnson, 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
jnquire into the expediency of increasing the sala- 
ries of the officers of the mint establishment at New 
Orleans. ; Ae 

Mr. McKay, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a joint resolution from the senate di- 
recting the expenditure of an appropriation hereto- 
fore made for the removal of the troops from fort 
Gibson, with an amendment; which was read and 
concurred in by the house, and the resolution was 
ordered to be read a third time to-day. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury in answer toa resolu- 
tion of the house of the 5th instant, requiring copies 
of all letters written by him to collectors and re- 
ceivers between the Ist of January, 1834, and the 
present time, having reference to defalcations, omis- 
sions to comply with the laws ard regulations es- 
tablished for their government, and other irregulari- 
ties, &c. Ke. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Hopkins, 
came up in order: 

Resolved, That a select committee, consisting of 
five members, be appointed, whose duty it shall be 
to make a faithful and comprehensive investigation 
into all such abuses as may exist in the administra- 
tion of the legislative branch of the federal govern- 
ment, with a view tothe speedy correction of the 
same by the adoption of such a system of reforin and 
retrenchment in the contingent expenses thereof as 
the public good may require; and that the said com- 
mittee be instructed also to inquire into the expe- 
diency of divorcing, by law, the government from 
the public press, by prohibiting, in future, every offi- 
cer thereof, in his official capacity, from employing 
any conductor of a political journal to execute any 
portion of the public printing. 

Mr. Hopkins, the mover of this resolution, defend- 
ed the same, ina few remarks. He viewed the con- 
nexion of the government with the press in any way 
or mode, as tending to great abuse and corruption, 
in the great amount of patronage the governinent is 
enabled to give to the press. He considered this the 
most important measure of reform that could possi- 
bly be presented to congress. 

Mr. Cushman was in tavor of the proposed reform, 
and was giad that the gentleman proposed te com- 
uence it where it should be in this house. He 
had long heard the outery against executive 
abuses, but had ever believed that that outcry should 
rather be raised against the conduct of this house in 
counexion with the press. Mr. C. was, however, 
opposed to the resolution, because there was no press 
hot liable, whilst having the government printing, 
to —- a partisan press. Mr. C. having con- 
Cildec ; 

Mr. Clar% asked the chairman of the committee 
of ways and means when he proposed that the house 
coe committee of the whole on the sub-treasury 
Jili? 

_ Mr. Cambreleng replied, so soon as the appropria- 
tion bills shall have been gone through with. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Ful- 
ton, which has once been passed by the house, came 
Up for discussion, on the motion of Mr. Thompson 
lo reconsider the vote by which it was carried. 

Mr. Duncan, of Ohio, had the floor, and inade an 
extended speech in opposition to the bill. He took 
the grounds that Mr. Fulton was not entitled to the 
credit he had enjoyed of being the first to apply 
steam-power to the propelling of boats, &c. 

Mr. Hoffman replied to the cbjections urged on 
to-day, and on the former day when the subject was 
Up, against the bill, defending its various items, and 
tacks Gea the memory of Fulton against the at- 
lacks of Messrs. Craig, Duncan, and Russell. 

Mr. Thompson made some remarks in defence of 
the motion to re-consider, and was followed by 

_Mr. Whitilesey, who opposed it, and defended the 


Mr. Cushman rose, and moved the previous ques- 
tion, but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. Biddle, who rose to correct some errors, in 
fact, of Mr. Duncan, relative to the introduction of 
steamboats upon the waters of the Ohio, to defend 
the bill on its merits, and to discuss the question of 
re-consideration, as applicable to the present case. 
Mr. B. concluded this debate (a report of which 
we shall give hereafter) by renewing, as he had 
promised to do, the motion for the previous question, 
which was seconded, and the main question ordered 
to be put. 

The yeas and nays being ordered on the question 
of re-consideration, it was decided as follows: yeas 
81, nays 87. And the bill, as passed, was sent to 
the senate for their concurrence. 

On motion, the house adjourned at a quarter be- 
fore 5 o’clock. 

Saturday, March 31. Reports having been cal- 
led for, the following was presented: 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson, from the committee on 
accounts, made a report reducing and fixing the 
number and compensation of messengers, pages, 
&c. in the employ of the house, and a arb 
certain duties to the sergeant-at-arms, doorkeeper, 
&ec. and gave notice that he should on Monday 
next call up this report, and ask the action of the 
house upon it, 

Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, resumed the debate 
cut off by the expiration of the morning hour yes- 
terday, by some further remarks in support of the 
resolution offered by him on the subject of retrench- 
ment and reform, and the divorce of the govern- 
ment from the press, and was followed by 
Mr. Bond, of Ohio, who spoke at considerable 
length in support of the resolution referring to and 
copiously quoting the celebrated tetrenchment re- 
port in 1833, and insisting that none of the reforms 
then urged had since taken place; but, on the con- 
trary, the expenses of the government had been 
greatly increased. Mr. B. also quoted reports to 
show the enormous sums paid to the editor of the 
government organ for printing for the executive 
offices, &c. Before he had concluded, the morn- 
ing hour expired, and the discussion lies over. 

Several senate bills received their first and se- 
cond readings, and were committed. 

On the reference of the bill to carry into effect 
the Sth article of the treaty of Ghent, a desultory 
discussion arose, which, ever and anon, diverged 
into references to the merits of the bill, so as to 
render it frequently necessary for the chair to inter- 
fere, and confine the discussion to the question be- 
fore the house. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, moved that the bill 
be referred to the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Harlan advocated the reference of the bill 
to the committee on private land claims, because 
the object of the bill was to settle certain private 
claims to the lands between the Perdido and the 
Pearl rivers. In this motion he was supported by 
Mr. Williams, of North Carolina,and Mr. Lawler. 

Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, opposed this refer- 
ence on the ground that that committee stood com- 
mitted, and had made up their tninds in relation to 
these claims. He moved that the bill go to the 
committee on the public lands; because, if the 
claims were confirmed, compensation must be made 
to the claimants out of the public domain. Mr. 
Craig proposed that the bill be referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. Mr. 
Pope thought, as the bill proposed a tribunal for 
the adjudication of these claims, it ought to be re- 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary. After 
a good deal of dispute, the controversy was settled 
by referring the bill to the committee on private 
land claims. 

A bill for the relief of John Downes was en- 
rrossed, read a third time, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of N. Quertier and Albert, of 
New Orleans, was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time to-day. 

The house then went into committee of the 
whole (Mr. Lyon, of Ala., in the chair,) and con- 
sidered a number of private bills. The committee 
then rose, reported progress, and the house ad- 
journed. 

Monday, April 2. As soon as the journal was 
read— 

Mr. Howard rose and addressed the house as 
follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I rise to perform a duty, the pain- 
ful extent of which I did not fully appreciate until 
the present moment. It is from the effort required 
to control the feelings which are struggling for the 
mastery, that I am made sensible of the difficulty 
of the task. Sir, my friend and colleague, who 
lightened the toils and shared the responsibilities of 
our joint representation, is no more. After a brief 
but severe illness, Isaac McKim expired yesterday 


tionand composure. Conscious of his approaching 
end for many days previous to its occurrence, he 
looked steadily at death as he drew near, step by 
step, with that unflinching courage which a quiet 
conscience only can give. Feeling and knowing, 
as I now feel and know, that he had tried to do his 
duty, he looked forward without alarm, because he 
looked backward without self-reproach. His course 
through life had been the same as his conduct in 
this house, where, I am sure, he has not left an un- 
kind feeling in the breast of asingle member. En- 
gaged in the active pursuits of commerce from an 
unusually early period of life, he was one, and 
perhaps the last, of that enterprising class of mer- 
chants, whose hazardous, but successful industry, 
some thirty years ago, built up, at the same time, 
their own fortunes, and the prosperity of the city 
which he partly represented upon this floor; but the 
liberalty, with which he dispensed his gains around 
him, was equal to the sagacity which he manifested 
in their acquisition. ‘Two public schools, one 
founded by his father and the other by himself, have 
long made his name blessed by the destitute widow, 
to whose children the rich gift of education was 
thus benevolently and wisely imparted. The 200 
orphan boys who have habitually attended the 
school of Isaac McKim, may perhaps be uncon- 
scious of the loss which they have sustained; but 
the tears of their widowed mothers, shed in secret 
sorrow, will attest their mingled gratitude and re- 
gret. Sir, to rescue from the temptations and dan- 
gers of idleness and ignorance any portion of the 
youth of our country, is to effect a work in which 
patriotism ond philanthropy eminently unite. But 
it was not in this instance alone the kindhearted- 
ness of my deceased friend was manifested. I 
cannot call to mind a single individual in our ex- 
tensive population whose loss will be more felt or 
deplored. He has passed through life with such an 
unstained character, that all men of integrity knew 
him to be their proper associate. Mild and cour- 
teous in his deportment towards others, he follow- 
ed, as a guide in his own conduct, that sincerity 
and honesty of purpose, upon which his friends 
never counted in vain. 

Next to his family, Mr. Speaker, his loss falls 
inost heavily upon myself. Elected by the same 
constituency, we have been, for some years, in the 
habit of the most unreserved communication with 
each other upon every topic relating to our public 
duties, and upon his strong sagacity I have been ac- 
customed greatly to rely. His untiring attention to 
business has long been conspicuous in this house. 
No care, no time, no labor seemed to him too great 
to be devoted to the public service. In this house, 
amongst bis constituents, in his state, and by his 
country, his absence will be felt. It only remains 
for us to pay such respect to his memory as is due 
to it, and, for that purpose I offer the following reso- 
lutions: 

Mr. Howard then offered the following; which 
were read, and unanimously concurred in. 

Resolved, That the members and officers of this 
house will attend the funeral of Issac McKim, de- 
ceased, late a member of this house from the state of 
Maryland, at 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take 
order for superintending the funeral of Isaac Mc- 
Kim, deceased. 

Resolved, That the members and officers of this 
house will testify their respect for the memory of 
Isaac McKim by wearing crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 

Resolved, That when this house adjourn to-day, 
it will adjourn to meet again on Wednesday, the 4th 
instant. 

Mr. Howard, Mr. Adams, Mr. Cambreleng, Mr. 
Robertson, Mr. Glascock, Mr. Johnson, of La. and 
Mr. Milller, were appointed a committee to take 
order for superintending the funeral in pursuance of 
the second resolution. 

The clerk was ordered to notify the senate of the 
proceedings of the house, and then 

The house adjourned to Wednesday. 

The following was the order of arrangements for 
the funeral. 

The committee of arrangements and pall-bearers 
will attend at the late residence of the deceased, at 
Gadsby’s hotel, on Pennsylvania avenue, at ten 
o'clock, a. m. Tuesday, April 3d; at which time the 
remains will be removed, in charge of the committee 
of arrangements, attended by the sergeant-at-arms of 
the house of representatives, to the hall of the house. 

At 2 o’clock, p. m. funeral service will be per- 
formed in the hall of the house of representatives, 
and, immediately after, the procession will move to 
the rail-road depot, on Pennsylvania avenue, in the 
following order: 

The chaplains of both houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
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Mr. Howard, of Maryland, Mr, Adams, of Mass., 
Mr. Cambreleng, of N. Y., Mr. Taliaferro, of Va., 
Mr. Giascock, of Ga., Mr. Johnson, of La., Mr. 


Miller, of Mo. 
Pall-beares, viz: 


Mr. McKay, of N. C., Mr. Whittlesey, of O., Mr. 
Lyon, of Ala., Mr. Ingham, of Conn., Mr. Yell, of 
Ark., Mr. Southgate of Ky. 

The family and friends of the deceased. 
The members of the house of representatives and 
senators from Maryland, as mourners. 
The sergeant-at-arms of the house of representa- 
tives. 
The house of representatives preceded by their 
speaker and clerk. 
The other officers of the house. 
The sergeant-at-arms of the senate. 
The senate of the United States, preceded by the 
Vice president and their secretary. 
The other officers of the senate. 
The president of the United States. 
The heads of departments. 
Foreign ministers. 
Citizens and strangers. ‘ 

The body will then be placed in the car, which 
will be provided for the purpose, and carried to Bal- 
timore attended by the chaplains and physicians, the 
committee of arrangements, the pall-bearers, the 
delegation from Maryland as mourners, and such of 
the officers and members of the two houses of con- 
gress as may be able to attend, for whom cars will 

be provided. ; 

On the arrival of the procession at Baltimore, it 
will. move to the place of interment, in the order 
which is didigualid above, 

Arrangements have been made for the return to 
Washington, on th» same evening, of those who may 
attend the body tu Baltimore. 

Tuesday, April 3. Pursuant to order, the house 
of representatives convened afew minutes before 
11 o’clock, fur the purpose of attending the funeral 
obesequies of the hon Isaac McKim,late a represen. 
tative in Congress from the state of Maryland; 
which were performed in conformity to the above 
arrangements. 


Wednesday, April 4. Among the memorials pre- 
sented to day were the foliowing; 

Mr. Birdsall, on leave, presented the memoral of 
». Price and one hundred and fifty-seven others, and 
the memorial of J. W. Patton and two hundred and 
forty-four others, all inhabitants of the county of 
Wayne, New York, praying the interposition of con- 

ress on the subject of the late duel between Mr. 

Cilley and Mr. Graves, and the expulsion from con- 
gress of every member of that body criminally en- 
gaged therein; which, on motion of Mr: B. were 
referred to the select committee of the house having 
the affair under investigation. a 

Mr. Birdsall, also, on leave, presented the petition 
of Thomas McClintock and thirty-six others, citizens 
of Waterloo, New York, praying the abrogation of 
the resolution of Mr. Patton, on the subject of aboli- 
tion memorials; which was received, and laid on the 
table 

Mr. Peck, by the unanimous consent of the house, 
presented the petition of W. H. Stanly and sundry 
other citizens of Geneseo, Livingston county. N. ¥. 
on the subject of the late duel. Also, a similar 
petition of Shepard Pierce and two hundred and 
seventy-one other citizens of Livonier, Livingston 
county, N. Y. Also, a similar petition of J. A. 
Campbell and one hundred others, citizens of Lima, 
Livingston county N. Y. 

Mr. Henry presented the petition of George Cas- 
sady, of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, a soldier of 
the late war, who had his arm shot off in the battle 


of Chippewa, and prays congress for an increase of | ed the morning hour had expired. 


his pension; which was, on motion, referred to the 
coinmittee on invalid pensions. 

Mr. Thomas, of Maryland, moved thatthe speaker 
inform the governor of Maryland of the vacancy in 
the represetation from that state, occasioned by the 
death of the late honorable I. McKim; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Wise asked leave to offer a resolution pro- 
posing to convert the vessels now employed for an 
exploring expedition into a coast squadron, and de- 
tailing its duties. But objection being made, Mr. 
Montgomery moved a suspension of the rules to allow 
of its being offered; but the motion was negatived. 

Mr. Graham asked leave to offer a resolution to 
alter the hour of meeting from 12 to 11 0’clock, A. 
M. Objection being made, he moved a suspension 
of the rules to allow of the motion being made. 

On this motion, Mr. Cumbreleng demanded the 
yeas aad nays ; which, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: Yeas 110, nays 29. 


So the rules were suspended. The resolution was 


read, when 


\come at 11 o’clock, they need refreshment before 4 


witnessed a more generai attendance and seen more 
business done than when such a plan was pursued. 
He moved to amend the resolution by adding that a 
daily recess be had at half past 2 to 4 p. m. 

Mr. Cambreleng hoped the gentleinan from Ohio 
would not press the amendment. 
an arrangement had been adopted, the house had 
had reason to regret it. He hoped there would be 
no more night sessions. 

Mr. Whittlesey defended his proposition at some 
length, upon the ground that the arrangement would 
conduce to the expedition of business. He thought 
the health of members Ap Nw some such arrange- 
ment. At present, after the hour of two oclock, it 


he gave notice that he should hereafter move a call 
of the house, whenever this occurred, If members 


or 5; andif any are to remain, all should be required 
to do so. 

Mr. Reed hoped the resolution would be adopted. 
He agreed with the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, and would vote for the amendment pro- 
posed. It was improper that the important business 
of the house should be transacted in the careless 
and inattentive manner in which it too often is done. 
Mr. Pope was opposed to the amendment, and 
thought it to be fraught with much mischief. He 
was not willing to walk three-quarters of a mile, 
and return, after his dinner. Besides, a great many 
gentlemen took wine at dinner, and that was a kind 
indulgence that did not tend to render them so at- 
tentive and competent to do business as they should 
be. He thought that it was rather unreasonable for 
the gentleman from Ohio to make such a_proposi- 
tion at this time of the session. By and by, when 
it should come to be absolutely necessary, he would 
go for it. 

Mr. Boon opposed the amendment. The days were 
yet too short. He was in favor of coming to the 
house at eleven, or even ten, if necessary ; but he 
was «pposed to night sessions, as a system to be 
adopted by the house, 

Mr, Whittlesey demanded the yeas and nays on his 
amendment; which were not ordered. 

Mr. Legare was against the amendment. He 
thought its adoption would do more harm than good. 
At the extra session, when it was adopted, it did not 
work advantageously at all. The whole day was lost. 
Not so much, instead of more, business was done. 
Members were called on to vote, hastily, and with- 
out deliberation or investigation, upon most import- 
ant questions; and thus their decisions were crude 
and hasty, for want of time to form thein deliberate- 
ly. In the case of the Mississippi election, he would 
have give any thing for a better opportunity to study 
and investigate all the points in that case. He was 
in hopes the amendment would not prevail. 

Mr. Williams agreed with Mr. Legare as to the 
inutility of arecess. There was no time gained by it. 
The night sessions were injurious to the health of 
mnembers. If the house made it his duty to attend at 
11, or even 10, and to sit Lill sunset, he would do it; 
but he was opposed to an arrangement which would 
protract the sessions tll night. 

Mr. Cambreleng said that had this proposition come 
from a new meinber of the house, it would not have 
surprised hitn, as it did, coming from so experienced 
and industrious a member as the gentleman froin 
Ohio. An hour for business before dinner was worth 
more than all the evening session; and were this 
amendment adopted, it would retard the public busi- 
ness one-half. 

Mr. Whittlesey’s amendment was rejected. 

The original resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Cambreleng then rose and said that he believ- 


The Speaker replied that it had not yet commenc- 
ed. It commenced with the call for reports. 

On leave, Mr. Pickens presented a memorial from 
Mr. Mills, the architect employed on the treasury 
building ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Bronson asked, aud was refused leave, to pre- 
sent a memoral. 

Mr. Dawson asked the house to take up a bill re- 
ported by the committee upon mileage. But the 
| house refused to take it up. 


The Chair presented several executive communi- 
cations. 

‘The remainder of the day was occupied in consid- 
ering the resolutions reported by the committee on 
the duties and officers of the house, which were 
amended and adopted. 

The house then adjourned. 


THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


Senate, April5. Aftersome business of minor impor- 
tance, the bill to establish a criminal court in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia was taken up and passed. 





Mr. Whittlesey suggested the expediency of hav- 


ing a recess, to adinit time for dinner. He had never! are needed by the treasury for the present year; and if 


On motion of Mr. Benton, the committee of finance 
| were instructed to inquire whether additional supplies 


late Bank of the United Sq 


Whenever such | Suppress iving and accepting chaiionges t6 duels j 


was impossible to keep a quorum in the house; and |J@ct Was and ought to be to suppress an evil 








a 


So, tO inquire also whether it is best to raise suc] 
at ~ . 2 c 1 S 
— by the sale-af the bonds given by the United Stats 


ank of Pennsylvania for United States stock 


tes; or by resorting to 
The senate resumed the Cougider " 


o the 
, 0 
ation of the bill 
District of Columbia. 0 the 
Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, spoke at. consider b] 
length in reply to Mr. Preston, re-asserting hix ™ 
ground, that the north ought to be protected frotn the 
south by an anti-duelling law. the 
_Mr. Pierce earnestly repudiated the idea that this 
bill was in any way to be regarded as a measure to TO. 
tect the north against the south. He insisted that the 
north required and asked no such protection. The ob, 
and im. 
moral practice, and for that purpose alone he hos 
give his support to such a measure as he thought likely 
to be most efficient. 

Mr. Preston made a brief rejoinder, insisting tha; 
all duels are the result of mutual agreement, the impel- 
ling force on both sides being equally a moral one; and 
he remarked further on the impropriety of sectional ag. 
saults, and of opprobrious epithets applied to persons 
now under trial, (by the investigation in the ather 
house.) 

Mr. Grundy expressed the belief that public opinion 
every where was decidedly against the practice; he 
knew it to be contrary to the laws of God and man, and 
what he wished was to pass such a law as would be 
best calculated to suppress it. He argued that for this 
purpose the substitute of Mr. Clayton was best, for 
which, therefore, he would give his vote. 

Mr. Prentiss spoke briefly in favor of the original bill 
and against the substitute of Mr. Clayton as sufficient 
to effect the object proposed. 

The bill being still up, and Mr. Linn having ex. 
pressed a desire to consider further the question of in- 
flicting the same punishment on seconds as on princi- 
pals in a duel, 

The senate adjourned, after an executive session. 





House of representatives, Thursday, April 5. Mr. 
Patton, on leave, offered a resolution appointing Mr. 

McCormick (the presentincumbent) postmaster to the 
house; which was agreed to, nem con. 

Mr. McKennan offered a resolution that the house 
would on Monday next, at 2 o’clock, proceed to the 
election of a doorkeeper, in the place of Overton Carr, 
deceased. Mr. Cambreleng objecting, the question 
was put, and the resolution agreed to: ayes 92, noes 34. 
Mr. Gray, of New York, moved to amend it by sub- 
stituting this day, at 2 o’clock; but it was negatived: 
ayes 69, noes 73. Mr. Sherrod Williams then moved 
to suspend the election of a doorkeeper until the first 
Magday of December next. On this motion, Mr. Cam- 
breleng demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. A brief debate now ensued, after which, the 
question was puton Mr. Williams’ motion, and decided 
in the negative: yeas 74, nays 91. Mr. Sherrod Wil- 
liams now offered to amend the resolution of Mr. Me- 
Kennan for an election, by adding a clause declaring 
that, after the election of a door-keeper, the office of 
assistant doorkeeper be dispensed with. 

The amendment was rejected without debate. 

Mr. Russell, of New York, moved to amend the re- 
solution by striking out “Monday next at 2 o’clock,” 
and inserting “forthwith;” which was agreed to: ayes 
97. The resolution, as thus amended, was agreed to. 

Candidates, twenty in number, were then put in 
nomination, by different members. 

Mr. Sherrod Williams proposed that it be agreed, be- 
fore going into the election, that, after each unsuccess- 
ful ballot, Gf such should be,) the candidate having the 
smallest number of votes he dropped, and so on until 
an election should be made. 

But the Chair decided that this amounted to an altera- 
tion of the rule of the house, touching the election of !!s 
officers, and therefore would require a vote of two-thirds. 

The proposition was negatived. 

The house then proceeded to ballot for a doorkeeper: 

After the 6th ballot, Mr. Jos. Follansbee having Te- 
ceived 91 out of 177 votes, was declared to be duly 
elected. Mr. Follansbee appeared accordingly, 2° 
was qualified. 

Civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

This bill came from the senate slightly amended. — 

The amendment was concurred in by the house. [©? 
the bill now only wants the signature of the president 
of the United States to become a law.] 

The pension bill came from the senate with an 
amendment, which was concurred in. 

Several bills from the senate (chiefly private) were 
read for the first time, and were appropriately referre¢. 

On motion of Mr. Legare, on 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
to Mrs. Brown, daughter of sergeant Jasper, the com 
mutation pay of a subaltern officer, or such other com: 
pensation as she may be, in the opinion of the committees 
entitled to under the laws and the practice of congress 

The Speaker laid before the house a message !rom 
the president of the United States, transmitting ar wll 
port from the secretary of state, with accompanyi's 

apers, in answer to the resolution of the house of ™é 

Ist ult. requesting information respecting the destruc: 
tion of the steamboat Caroline. he 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, in answer to the resolution of the 2ist ult. * 
relation to lands sold under the pre-emption laws, @n¢ 
associations formed by intruders on the public lands: 





After which, the house adjourned. 
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